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1o all whony it maz I/ CONCerw :
Be it known that I, JoHN W, TATUM 2!

citizen of the United Stetes and a reeldent_

of Chester, Delaware. eeunty, Pennsylvania,
have invented certain Improvements in Paper
Boxes, of whmh the fellewmﬂ 18 a Speeiﬁce-
tion. -

The main object of my 111vent1011 18 to-so

construct a paper box that the ends of the
same will be firmly locked, a further object

being to securely attach a handle to the box.
These objects I attain in the manner herein-

- after set forth, reference being had to the aC-
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- in making the box.
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~ brought together, as ShOWll in Fig. 3, the point
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and Fig. 7

companying dr awings, In Whleh—

‘Figure 1 is a view of a blank from which
my 1111p_10ved paper box is made; Fig. 2, a
perspective view, and Iigs. 3 and 4 diegregms,
showing the method of interlocking the end.

flaps; Fig. 5, a view of the end of the box,

showing the flaps locked; Fig. 6, a perspec-
tive view, showing a modified form of lock;
a view showing the. method of at
taehmﬂ a ]mldle to the bex .

In Plﬂ 1, A, B, D,and F 1eplese11t those
1)011310118 of the blfmk which form the four

sides of the box, the portion A having a pro-

jection, x, which'is secured to the pertion F
The blank has opposite
end flaps, a, b, d, and f, forming continuations
of the sides A, B, D, and F, respectively, the

inner flaps, b f, bemg 1)1&111 and the outer

flaps, « and d, being constructed to interlock
in the. fo]lewmn manner: On each of the

flaps & 18 & central dovetailed tong gue, m, and

in each of the flaps d is a eentlel dovetelled
recess, n, Iig. 1, the base or wide portion of
the letter bemﬂ equal in width to the base or
Narrow 1)011310]1 of the tongue. After the two
inner flaps, 6 and f, have been folded down,
one over the other, the flaps ¢ and d ::ue

of the tongue m being passed t.h1 eugh the re-

cess 7, and said tong_]le being curved or bent,

as shown in Fig. 4, so as 0 contract it in
width eufﬁelently to permit this passage. (See

Fig. 2.) When the tongue has been passed
through the recess and flattened out, as shown

~1In Flc- 5, the two flaps a and d Wlll be firmly

_ 111te1loeked and cannot be separated without
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first bendmg the tongue m sufficiently to per-
mit it to be drawn back through the recess n,

]

| adeptmg its pointed end to a slot, ¢, in said

outer flap to notches in the inner flap.

the folding down of the ﬂeps

| to be the equivalent of the recess n, and claim

1'so that “accidental separation of the ﬂeps 18

improbable. The tongue m is pointed at the
end, and is retained against the flap d by
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flap, and the flap d is preferably cut 80 as to
form on each side of the recess n a tongue,
p, the pointed end of which is adapted to a
slot, A, in the flap «. This, however, is not
essential, as the flap may, i1f desired, have
the outlme shown by dotted lines in I‘w 1.

By passing a tongue on the under ﬂap, «,

through a recess in the outer flap, d, as the
two- ﬂeps are folded together in the ‘manner
described, a more secure locking of the two
flaps can Dbe effected than when the outer flap
is first folded down over the inner flap, and
then retained by adeptmﬂ projections on said
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It will be observed on reference to Fig. 1 70
that the flaps b and f are of the full W1dt]1 of |

‘the sides of the box, and have notches sin the

edges at and near the bends, so as to facilitate
By making the
inner ﬂaps b f, of the full width of the sides 75
in this manner, there will be a lateral crowd-
ing of said ﬂaps by the flaps ¢ and d when
the latter are turned down, and the rigidity of
the ends of the box will be thereby increased.
A handle,- G, is secured to the box, as shown 8o
in Fig. 7, 'the handle consisting of a strip, ¢,
of paper or pasteboard, with circular enlarge-
ments ¢ at the ends, ‘the opposite edges “of
these enlargements being sprung into curved o
slots #* of the sides of the box. 85
Instead of forming in the flaps d a deve |

tailed . recess, n, as shewn a curved slot, #/,

may be for med therein, as shown in Flﬂ" 6
said slot being of such dunensmns that the dls |
tance between its ends in a straight line is go

equal to the width of the narrow part of the

tongue m, while the distance between the ends

followmw the curve of the slot is equal to the
width of Fthe wide portion of said tongue. The
latter is first bent so as to pass thlouc-h the
slot,and then allowed to expand, 8o as £0 pre-

Vent its withdrawal, 1n-the manner before ex-
plained, and such a slot I therefore consider
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it assuch. Even when the recess » is used, it 100 -
is preferable to curve the lower end of the
same, as shown, so as to facilitate the passage
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of the tongue, and for the same reason theslots 2. The combiilatiOH of the handle-strip ¢,
h and ¢ are curved, the convex side of the | having enlargements ¢ at the ends, with the

curve being toward the tongue. box having in the side-slots ¢, for’ the recep- 15
In the box shown in Fig. 6 the flap d has | tion of said enlargements, as set forth. |
5 but one tongue p and the flap ¢ but one slot { Intestimonywhereof I havesigned my name
h, 1nstead of two, as in the box shown in Kigs. | to this specification in the presence of two
1, 4, and 5. | subscribing witnesses.
I claim as my invenftion— | JOHN W. TATUM.

1. The combination of the flap a of the box,

10 having apointed and dovetailed tongue,m,and Witnesses:
slot 2, with the flap d, having a recess, n, HARRY L. ASHENFELTER,.
tongue p, and a slot, ¢, as set forth.

-

HARRY SMITH.
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