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(Ne 111eﬂel )

To all whom it may concern :

- Be 1t known that I, GEORGE VV W’ASH

- BURN a citizen of the Umted States, residing
at YVeet New Brighton, Richmond eeunty, in

5 the State of New Yelk have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Far-Jewel Fasten-

ings, of which the following is a specification.

Thls invention relates, primarily, to means

for securely attaching to the lobes of ladies’

10 ears diamonds, pearls, or other jewels of great .

value, so that they cannot become accidentally
or surreptitiously detached, and so that the
- wearer may know when they are securely fast-
ened. My 1111131*oved fastening is applicable,

15 however,to ear-rings or ear -Jewels ofany grade,

~ belng Slmp]e and Inexpensive in its construe-
- tion, a,nd peculiarly “Ldapted to facilitate the
‘‘insertion”’ of ear-jewels and their removal

- from the ears when unfastened.

20  Mypresent invention consists inanear j ewel

fastening opened and closed by means of a
slide adapted to open wide without any hinge-

' ‘joint whatever, and at the same time adapted |

to suspend or attach the ear -jewel by an ear-

25 wire in the form of a hook, which is the most
commonly preferred form ef attaching device,

without reliance upon any degree of P]‘lSthlty
in said ‘“‘hook.” _
This invention consists, fm'ther in eert'un

30 features of said ear- Jewel hstenlncr herein-

after set forth and claimed. -

.The ObJBGtS aimed -at and' 1esulte accom-

~ plished in and by my present invention, as
compared with hool-fastenings for ear Jewels

._.3 5 heretofore known and  used, include the fol-

- lowing: It is more readily “mserted” or ad-

justed in the ear, although it may be of the

smallest size smtable to tlle wearer, and wholly
~without hinge-joint, as aforesald, and when

g0 fastened it manifests the fact by an audible

-¢felick,”’ which informs the wearer that it is

| seenrely locked. It prevents the hook from

- working forward in the ear-—an accidental op-
eration Whleh frequently renders ordinarily-

45 fastened ear-jewels ungainly. It is not liable

to get out of order, as there are no parts which

~ require straining.

on the hook Without taking the fastening apart
and without injury to the hoolc the latter be-

L™

L

‘erence to the- former.
_essentnlly, of a suspending-hook, or the ear-

;fermed by beudm% a smtmble wire

“dered.
angle in Normal condition, as seen in Fig. 2, ¢

Ornaments can be soldered

Flllally, the ear- | tion.

wire, bemﬂ of fmne*ﬂed metal, can be bent at
will, to suit ears that are plereed high or low, .
without drawing 1its. tempel or Impairing 1‘(8
usefulness. -
A sheet of drawings EI.GC()ll]p&Illes;thlS Specl- &5
ficationasparthereof. Figurel ofthesedraw-
ings is a side elevation of my improved ear-

jewel fastening in its closed or locked condi-
tion. Tig. 2 is a like view of the same un-

locked and open. -Tig. 3isa back view of the 60

same 1n the closed condition represented by
Tfig. 1. - Iig. 4 is an end view thereof; and
Fig. b represents a front view of a solitaire-

pearl suspended from-a lady’s ear by means
~of my improved ear-jewel 1astening. 65

- Likeletters of reference indicate correspond-

ing parts in the several figures.

This ear- -jewel det@]Jlllﬂ 18 composed of twe
main parts, A B, the latter movable with ref-
Said part A consists, 70

wire. proper, (marked #,) which may be, and
preferably is, made of annealed wire, a pml_'_

of hollow wiles or tubes, {{, soldered fastto =

the lower end of said heoh, in vertieal 1)051--7 5
t1011 side by stde, and. a horizontal catch-ring,
/s a,tt'whed to the back of that portion of sald o
part A formed by said tubes and the lower

end Of S‘Ll(l hooh, sald catch-ring oceupying

.....

I‘m 4, Smd pm‘t B is 001111)086d mfmﬂy of
‘“ double wire,’” as I term it (mfu ked 10 1w0,)
at 1111[1

|||||

0the1 and w1t11 the front of 1311e fa,stemnn the 85
same being fitted to said tubes ¢ ¢ of Sfud pm*t

A, with sufficient space between the same: to

admit the point of said hook 4. The con-
necting-bend of the double wire is at its up-

per end, and this end 1s further. bent rear- go

wardly, as seen in Figs. 1 and 2, and to its-
rearmost point a eeutml catch- ere W', is sol-

Thiscatch-wire fits loosely w1th111 sald
catch-ring #/, depending at somewhat of an
5

L

and is° made of sprmn wue, with a catch-

‘notch, n, in its back, near its lewer end, and

with 1ts Tower extremlty, x, bent 1"ea,1‘wa1*dly
to form a tripping-point or U.lﬂOCklllg -projec-
Said part A 1s further provided in the 100’
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jewel or ornament of any deseripti

= T
{ e

example with a ring, », soldered to the front |
of said hook 2, as means for attaching thereto

a pendant jewel-setting, s, Fig. 5; and I pro-
pose to use inconnection therewith the jewel-
setting with a suspending - bar between 1ts
cramps, shown and claimed 1n my Patent No.
238,318, dated March 1, 1881. I do not, how-
ever 11111113 myseli to SO attaching Jewels as
pendauts but may instead or in " addition
thereto provide the front of the hook /4, or the
surface formed by the lower end of said hook,
in connection with said tubes ¢ {, with a set
on, soldered
tast or otherwise attached. Two (JStlIlOt- wires
united with each other and with the catch-
wire ' or its equivalent iIn any approved
way may, furthermore, be used instead of the
double wire w 2w, above specified, without 10ss
of function or material change of form; and in
some cases a sliding part of flat metal or com-
posed of a single wire may be used, the guide-
tubes 7 ¢ to be corr Gspondmgly modlﬁed
When my said ear-jewel fastening is 1n use,

as illustrated by Figs. 1, 3, and 5, said hook

h of the part A projects rearwardly through

the pierced ear-lobe, and said double wire 1 w
~of the part B rests against the back of the ear-

lobe, 1ts smooth, round upper end projecting
.:,Lbove the point 0[ said hook and m&shmn the
same, sald noteh » 1n said eatch -wire 0’ en-
caging with said catch-ring ¢+, whereby said
part B 18 securely locked 1n its elevated posi-
tion, so as to preclude accidental displacement,
as well as to resist any attempt of a thief to
surreptitiously detach the ear-jewel. Af the
same time the fastening may be aimost wholly
hidden or concealed by the ear lobe and jewel,
as seen 1n If1g. 5. The ear-jewel 18 unlocked
and released by placing the thumb against the
front of said surface formed by said tubes ¢,

and pressing said catch-wire " inward by |

means of the nail of the first or second finger
applied to said tripping-point x, at the same
time by means of the same finger drawing

~down said part B to 1ts position represented

by Fig. 2, so as to fully open the mouth of
sald hook A and facilitate unhooking the lat-
ter from the ear-iobe. In replacing or insert-
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ing the hook % the fastening is conveniently
orasped by its lower end in the condition rep-
resented by Fig. 2, and said hook 1s passed

through the plerced ear-lobe with facility.
Said pwt B is then pressed upward by means

of the finger, and when it reaches 1ts upper
position of rest (represented by said Kigs. 1, 3,
and 5) said notch n engages with said catch-
ring +', producing an audible ¢lick, which in- _
forms the wearer that the fastening is Securely‘
locked. |
It will be seen that so locking the fastening
and manifesting the act 18 ‘Lceomphshe{l 1n
this fastening W1thout 001111}1103131011 of parts,
and the catch-wire ', in which said locking-

notch » is formed, a.s aforesaid, is the only-

part which need possess resiliency, while this

1s nob liable to be subjected to excessive strain.
Having thus described my said ear-jewel

fa&temm I claim as my invention—

1. An ear Jjewel fastening composed of two
main parts, one ot which comprises a jointless
ear-wire, and a guide or guides for the other
part, the latter being ]! slide which In 1ts re-

‘Spective positions preciudes the withdrawal of

said ear-wire and facilitates 1ts withdrawal,
substantially as herein set forth.
2. In an ear-jewel fastening, the combina-

tion of an ear-wire proper in the form of a
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hook, a pair of guide-tubes attached to one

end of said hook, and a sliding double wire or

pair of wires occupying said tubes and form- 8o

Ing a space to recelve and mask the point of
sail d ear-wire, st bstantially as herein set forth.

In an ear-jewel fastening, the combina-
Llon of an ear-wire proper 1n the form of a

hook, a pair of vertical guide-tubes attached 85

to the lower end of mid Took , @ double wire
sliding in said tubes, a catch-wire depending
in rear of said double wire and formed with a
catch-noteh, and a cateh-ring attached to the

back of said tubes and embracing said catch- go

wire, substantially as herein set forth, for the
pmpose& specified.
| GEO. W. WASHBURN.
Witnesses:

THEO. H. SCHULZ,

EMIiLE KRAUTH.
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