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To all whom it ma 1 CONCErIy:

"UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

 HENRY A. TOBEY,

OF DAYTON, OHIO.

FOLDING TABLE.

L ' “PECIFICATION f@lmmg pmt of Letters Pa,tent No. 285 526, da,ted Septembel 29, 1883

Apphcatmn filed Apnl 30, 18¢3. [‘\Tﬁ modm |

Be it known that I, HENRY A. TOBDY a Citi-

zen of the United Stmtes residing at Dayton |
in the county of Montgomel y and State of Ohio,

haveinvented certain new and useful Improve
ments in Folding T“Lbles and I do hereby de-
clare the followmo to be afull cle‘u and exact

description of the inven tion, such as W111 enable
others skilled in the art to xx hich i1t appertains

to make and use the same.
The object of myinvention is to eoustl et a

- folding table which shall combine fir mness and

I3

20

"1101c11ty with simplicity of construction, which
~can be easily and quickly set up and folded

and which, when folded, shall Oc,eupy as 11ttle
SPace as possﬂJle |
In the %ccompa,nymo dlawmﬂ% which 111118

trate my invention andmake par ot Of thisspeci-

fication, IFigurelis asideview of myimproved

folding t:-:tble when opened and in position for

use. PIW 218 abottom view of it when opened.

" Fig. 81is abottmn view with thelegs folded in-

30

35

wald Fig. ':|: i8-a view Of the ‘mble when en-

- tirely, f()lcled
25
~in all the figures.

Like lettels deSlﬂlmte eonespondmﬂ palts

The top of the table is cut long 1tudmal]y 111t0

| 'equal parts A A, and the end mﬂs to which the
lees BB CC fue secured, are each likewise cut
transver sely into parts D D of equal length.

The two parts D D of each end rail are con-

nected by a hinge, @, so- placed as to be on the
outside when the table 18 in position for use,
and so that the two parts may fold toward each
other. ' Kach part D is hinged by hinges b b to
the top A, the hinges bemﬂ" SO mtuated on the

~inside fmoles formed by the end rails and the

._40

‘top that the rails will fold iwardly. For giv-

ing stren gth and firmness, a cross-bar in two
parts, B E is serewed to the two parts A A

of the top, and its two parts are connected by

a hinge, ¢. This cross-bar must be of a thick-

 1ICSS eqml to the thickness of the end rails, D D,

so that the hinges aaand.¢shall properly ah on.

. 45 Otherwise the table could not be folded. One

set of legs, B B, have gains d d at their outer

edges, and the other set C C, have gains ¢ e
at theu inner edges, to ELHOW the foldlnn and

- Intermeshing of the ]eﬂ's, and thelegs pr efer ably

taper from the gainsto thelower ends, asshown
1n Fig. 3. Thelegs should have a thickness in

] the end rails, D D,and cross- bar D S0 as not to

 interfere with the compa,cb foldmﬂ-* of the table. |
The side rails, F I, are each hmged to the top 55
A by hinges f 7, situated at the outer angle
formed by the rails and top, so that when the
table is folded they may fold down outwardly
away from the folded end rails and intermesh-
inglegs. To each hingeisfixeda coiled spring, 6o
g, whlch causes the side ralls to spring auto-
matically into position when the end rails are
extended. Any equivalent arrangement of
‘Springs may be used; but I prefer the spring
att&ched to the hing e, as 1t 1s neater and more 65
compact. Catch- hooks % on. the end of each
side rail engage 1n holes or notches ¢ 7 on the
end rails, serving to hold the rails firmly in po-
sition when the table is in position for use. -
These catches, preferably of metal, are sunk 70 .
in the side 1&118 so that the rails, when in po-
sition to be folded may lie even]y throughout
their length on the top A. |
When 113 is desired to open the table, all that
isnecessaryis toopenit intothep osition shown 75

1 in Fig. 3. Then, by simply turning it the legs

will drop -into p051t10n of their own weight,

i and the side rails will spring a,utomfl,tlefblly 111-

to 1)051131011 engaging the c&toh hooks % 7 with |
the notches ¢ ¢. Torender it certain that the 80
side rails willspring into position between the -
legs, the ends of each rail are chamiered, as
shown in Fig. 3, so that before the legs hmre
dropped to a ver tical position the springs will |
cause the rails to enter between opposite legs 85
and assist in causing the legs to assume the
vertical position. When the table is sebupit
is practically as firm as a solid table. The
hinges @ ¢ and ¢,which connect the end rails,D
D, and cross-bars B E, then open and shut in. 9o
1)1&1168 at right ann*les to each other, making |
1t 1mpossfole for either to be turned as they
must lie in the same plane and be ahﬂned be-
fore they can operate at all, so thiat as far as -
‘these hinges are concerned there is no lack of 95
firmness or rigidity. As far asthelegsare con-
cerned, when the table is in position for use
Cthe 1111:1 ges ¢ ¢,which eonnect the end rails, to .
which the leﬂs are rigidly attached to the t0p, ,

move inward on account; of the interposed side
rails, and the end rails and legs are prevented
from being sprung outward, of which, how-

one dlrectlon 110t exceeding the thickness of | ever, thele 1S httle liability 01 da,nﬂel both by

“cannot possﬂ)ly shut as the end rails cannot roo



- and packing,
more compiwt

10  This COllStl‘LlOtIO-ﬂ.lS equal]y a,pphcable tos

fes

the hinges and the catehes h h.

R %tools settees, and similar articles of fmmtme

What T elaim as my lnvention is—
1. The combination of a table-top long 1t11dl

| nillly divided, end rails hinged thereto and cen-

15 trally :divided',- hinges _connec‘tin-g the parts of
. sald end rails, a centrally-divided cross-bar
- secured to said table-top, and ahinge connect-

- 1ng thetwo parts of said eross-bar,as descmbed
SRS the said end rails and the said er oss-bar bemﬂ

2o

of the same thickness,whereby the hinge con-

- - - necting the parts of said cross-bar may align

 with the hinges connecting the parts of said
end rails when said end_ mﬂs {ue folded sub

L stfmtmlly as set forth.

-~ ward, and &'

2. The combination, withadivided table-top,
of dwnled end ratls hmn ed together and to the
ribed, Whereby they may fold in-
de rails hinged to said table- top,

~When the ta-
‘ble 18 folded its three dimensions areé a length
equalto that of the table, a width one-half that | -
~of the table, and a thickness double the thick-
- 5 ness of the top, added to double the thickness
- of the end rails, a set of dimensions whichren-
“der it of a convenient size for transportation:
and which c(mld hardly be ma,de:

'-"pl esence: of h‘i 0 w:ltnesses

185,526

as described, whereby they may fold butﬁ ar d
:Subsmntmlly as set forth.

‘3. The combination,with a éhmded tmble top

and a hinged €ross- bm secured thereto, of di--
vided end 1&118 hinged together and to S&”ld ta-
ble-top, whereby th’ey ma’y fold inward, and
side rails hinged. to the top,whereby they 111(15?' E

f01d mltwaad subst&ntmlly as described.

4. The combm&tmn in a folding table, of a
.dlvlded top, hinged end rails, befumn :mtel R
meshing 1eﬂs and hinged to the top, Whereby. D
| they may fold Inwar d and side
whereby they ma,y fold Othwm d substantlally-

rails hinged,

as set forth.

. The combllntl on of the d1v1ded ‘m;ble top |
- -the divided end rails hinged together and to
| the table-top, and the'side' rails cmmfexed' on.
| the ends, hmﬂed as deseribed, and provided -
| with springs,» V]lel eby they may auntomatically -
'Sple“hd 01)611 Sfud end ratis, substfmtnl]y as Set- B
_forth | | '

In testlmony whel eof I aﬁx'my S.lglmtu rein

~ HENRY A.

TOBEY.

\V 1t11essc& - -
JOHN L. H I‘RA"\IL .
CHARLES H. KUMT ER
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