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To all whom it ma 1 coneeriy ;
Be it known that I, THoMAS H. SMITH, a

citizen of the United St‘mtes residing at Bloom-

ington, in the county of MecLean and State of -
111111018 have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Mail - Bag Tastenings; of

11_wentlon. sectional

Before iy

edges of the mouth of the bags, over which a
series of ()-shaped metalliclinks,connected to-

oether by their centers, were drawn, and these’

]lnks covered, if need be, with a 1eather flat;
also, ¢ ontmuous round ﬂeuble ribs or Welts
on the outer rim of the month had been used,

over which metallic links were drawn, mnted_
Dby a leather strap 1n their centers; but: these
fastenings were not reliable, and such difficulty

existed in drawing the links on and off by their

clogging or catchmﬁ* that neither of these meth-

ods has been mtmduced into practical use.
The object of my invention is, first, to make

both the flanges, attached to the bag, and the

fastenings slipped over them, continuous and
flexible; seeond toobviate,as far as possible,the

clog 0111*0* c‘mtchmn and ]Jltches 1necident to the-

'_Iormer methods fmd thereby torendertheslid-
ing on and off’ of the hood or fastening smooth-
easier, quicker, and more regular than
heretofore; ; third, to prevent acecess S0 or bam-

- pering with 1ts contents untll the fastening is

unlocked and withdrawn; fourth, to proteet

the contents from dust _fmd rain, fmd to keep
the fastening attached to the bag and prevent

its being lost. I attain these objects by the

drawings, in which— 3 B
Figure 1 represents ¢ side view of the hood
or fasbenmm‘ separated from the mail-bag; Fig.

2, the top or mouth of the mail-bag, over which |

Fig. 318 a front end view of
- If1g.

the hood -slips.
Fig. 1; Fig. 4, a front end view of I'1g.

5 1S an enlfblned view of the lnek (301‘]161‘ of

the mfml bftg S moubh Fig. 6, a rear end view
Fig. Tisa plfm or top view of Ifig.

T 1. '§ is a side view of the mail- bw’s
mouth with the hood slipped off and swing-
ing free on the pivots which still connectit Wlth

the bag.

| metfmlhc'
{langes had been attached to the exterior

]

Fw 9 1S an enla *ﬂed sectional Vlew L v v,

bag, near 1ts mouth.

gether.

“when open "to form a 1)elfeet circle.,

at z x, Figs. 1 zmd 2 of the hood slipped over
the mouth of the bab; and Fig. 10 1s a rear
end view of the hood on the lng

A represents the top of the mail or other

desired size or character; and T remarlk that
my improvement may be ‘Lpphed to S"LtGhelS
or hand-bags, if desired.

Along the outside of the two ednes of the

The bag may be of any
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11101113]1__01 the bag A are riveted, Sewed or oth-

erwise securely 1'dsteued' two: e‘s:ternftl square
or rectangular continuous flexible flanges, b,
as seen in Figs. 2 and 4, composed of thick

firm leather, or other smtmble Hexible mate-

rial, and thh when the mouth of the bag is

'closed form a double flange along the ountside

edges of the mouth, (in the 5113,1}6 ofaT,)as
seen in Figs. 2 and 9.
The leather,

as shown at w, to
within about two inches of the top, where the
sides are no longer lapped, but laid together

60

CaAnvas, br other nntemal of
which the baﬂ is made is lapped and riveted.
or sewed "blOl]ﬂ the baclk,

70

flatwise, and 1)1Q]6(3t and are firmly Seeured |

together, with the ends. of the flanges b 0, by
the metal plates e e, which are riveted to-
These plates e ¢ are riveted on the
projection formed Dby the sides, laid flatwise
together, so as not to form akink or pocket to
catch the mail-matter on its discharge from
the bag, but to allow the mouth of Lhe bag,

plates e e are bent to partly take in the flanges
b b, and are countersunk in them. Arouud

the top of the plates e e runs the metal band
r, securely riveted in place and likewise coun-

being even with the sides of the flanges, so

that the hood may slip unimpeded evenly
This band » has two horns, p p,

along both.
Proj ectmﬂ upward and outward, and, as ShOWll

in Figs. 2, 5, 6, and 7, a little beyoud the sides
of # zmd the ﬂfulnes f(}r

specified.
 The hood n n n n, Sh&ped like an inverted
U, is made of 18%13116]1‘ or other suitable mate-
*1&1 Along its two edges, on the inside, run

two rectang sular (301113111110118 flexible ﬂanﬁ,es |

airm- thick

(see Tig. 9,) composed of

pu] 1:}086 heremaftel |
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O

leather, or other suitable material, and secure-
ly attached thereto by rivets, &ewmn* or other
means.. The U shape of the hood is given
and preserved by metal U-shaped Straps or
clip-pieces b b I b, 4, and j, preferably of steel,

all similar, and all ﬁt‘[mg over the outside of

~the leather hood and securely riveted thereto.

10

The hood thus formed is smooth, or nearly so,
on the inside from end to end. Said hood
cannot be spread apart on account of the metal
straps or clip-pieces, which keep it in shape
and yet permit it to be flexible. When the

- hood is drawn over the T formed by the

15

Hanges 0 b, on closing the mounth of the bag

the ﬂanges of the hood slide along and fit snug
up under the flanges on the bag and ﬁrmly
close 1t as well fmmnst 111t1*1131011 as against
rain or dust. The hood and its ﬂ‘LHﬂeS are

~ best constructed to fit snugly to the suie& of

20

the bag, as well as up against the under sides
of the ﬂ'mﬂes on the bag. The rear end of
the hood 1s closed by the metal end piece, o,

- soldered, welded, or otherwise securely f"lJSt
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ened to the rear metcﬂ strap, ¢, which forms a
stop, preventing the rear end from being
dmwn over the mouth of the bag. The fr ont

‘metal strap or clip-piece, j, has a metal face,
K, soldered,

_la%tened to 1t n whmh an opening, m, is cut,
as shown in I‘w 3, large enough to per mlt the

welded, or otherwise securely

flanges on the mouth of the bag to pass through;

‘but thls opening 1s not qmte as large as the
open space inside of the hood, and therefore
-catches on the horns p p.
off, the flanges attached to the top of the bag

In dmwmfv the hood

Pass Smoothly through it until the face K, at-
tached to the metal Stmp or clip-plece, 1*eaches
the horns p p. These cateh on the metal front
piece, K, and retain the hood attached to the
bag ready to be slipped on again, to prevent
1ts bemﬂ- lost, and at the same time allow the
hood to Swmﬂ freely on the pivot formed by
these two 1101115 so that 1t does not impede
the discharge of mail or other matter from
the bag, as shown in I'1g. 8, and at the same
time allows the mouth of the bag to be opened
to form a complete circle, the interior of the
hood being sufficiently larger than the open-
ing m and the band », and flanges b b being
.:Llso Suﬂwlently cut away in fr ont of the horns

P p, as shown in Fig.. 2, to permit this free

swinging movement of the hood upon the
horns The1e 18 a4 nasp, g, attached to the
hood 7, and slotted to pass over the staple ¢,
to be secured by padlock or other fftf:,temnﬂ

1 18 a metal frame, riveted to the bag A,
with an open face, into which, through a shde

the destination-card d (smnw]m ].-110@1 than |

the open face) is slipped.

18 & movable metal slide attached on the
pwot t with a tongue, which, when pressed
down, prevents the destm&twn -card d from

Hl}iemg slipped either in or out.

283,518

When the hood is on the bag it SlldeS along .
close against the flanges b b on the one %lde
and the metal frame on the other, pressing

the metal slide z into place, and preventmg
the destination-card d from being removed or

65

changed until the bag is unloel{e.d and thehood -

1em0ved |
'By these. improvements I am elnbled to

':mamtcun the objects stated above, and the
parts are sufficiently flexible to prevent any

portion from being bent or injured by the
rough handling to which m‘ul bags are ex-
posed |

Having described my - 111V011t101] what 1
claim, zmd desue to secure by Letters Patent,

18—

1. A b"Lﬂ‘Wlth reotann ular ortri 1ang uhr CON-

tinuous ﬂemble ﬂ‘uwes secured to the outside

edges of its mouth, adwpted to receive the con-
tinuous hood orsheath , sSubstantially asshown,
and allow 1t to slide fir cely thereon, s_,ub'%t.:m-

tially as set forth.
2. A bag having continuous 1ectmm alar or

t1] mnﬂ ulfu' lethher or other flexible :ﬂfmﬂ es On

the OlltSIde edges of its mouth, in combnntmn

with a ﬁeul)le hood or she%th preterably of
U shape,having internal contlnuous leather or
other ﬂeuble 1ectann111fu or triangular flanges

securely attached to 1ts inside ednes and me-
tallic straps or clip-pieces to L(,ep the hood in

proper shape tr ansversely, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth.

3. The hood or sheath, made of leather or

other flexible material prefemb]y of U shape,

with internal contmuous leather or other flex-

ible flanges or strips, and with metallic clip-
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pleces secured tr ansversely to the exterior of roo

such hood, substantially as set forth, and
adapted to be used with a baghaving e,zx_tel 101
flanges at 1ts mouth.

4. The hood », having the interior flanges,
v v, and exterml‘ metal chps hy, 1n 00111b111¢1=
t1011 with the end pilece 7, hfwmn a closed
plate, o, the end pleee;,hwmg a,notched plate,
K, and’ having the locking-clasp g, substan-
tially as set forth. |

5. The combination, with the bag A and
1100(1 7, having a notched front plate, K of the
horns p p, Substfmtmlly as set forth.

6. The frame u, secured to the mail or other
bag A, having the metal lever z, in . combina-

tion with the flanges b b of the bag and v v of

the hood n; lnvina a hasp, g, all Subs‘mntmﬂv
as and for the purposes abm e set forth.
sDigned ab Bloomington, in the county of

WIGIJemll and State of 111111018 this 27th day of
July, A. D. 1883.

THOMAS 1L SMITIH.

Witnesses:
. H. MINER,
br‘\;r%] \T] IY.

¢ W,

105

ITO

115



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

