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o all whom it may concern :

~ Tn order that the parts ma.y'lp;)e drmﬁ;n firm-

"Be it known that I, DENISON C. _PI%RGE,]Of . ly and snugly together, a slit or narrow open-

- Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain Improvements

5 in Railroad-Crossings, of which the following

is a specification.

- My invention relates to certain improve-
ments on the ‘‘railroad-crossing’’ for which.
- Letters Patent were issued to me bearing date’
10 the 4th day of April, 1882, and numbered

~ 9255,811; and the improvements consist in the

~formation upon the crossing-plates of exten-

sions or earstosupportand prevent thespread-
ing of the rails connected thereto, In the ap-
15 plication of fish-plates to the joints connect-

“ing the four sections of the crossing, and. in.
“extending the fish-plates from the j oint con-
riecting the crossing-sections around the an-

gles and across the joints of the rails con-

20 nected to the crossing, whereby the whole 18
| rendered more solid and firm and the rails

more efficiently supported and held against
spreading. =~ . N
In the accompanying drawings I have rep-

25 resented the crossing in perspective in Fig. 1.

Fig. 2 shows a cross-section on the line z x of
Fig. 1; Figr 3, a plan view of one corner sec-
tion. R

The crossing is composed of four corner-.

30 plates or angle-pieces, A, of similar form, each

of which I now form with wings or extensions |
a, fashioned to conform closely to the contour

 of the side faces of the rails B, which they
~ gerve to support, and which are firmly bolted

‘35 to said extensions. The wings or extensions

~ aare on the outer sides of the rails, and con-
sequently servetosupport them againstspread-
ing, and they also afford a body to bolt the

rails to, as shown, a fish-plate, d, being placed

40 across the joint formed by the end of the raill
abutting against the shoulder ¢ of the corner
section, and the rail, the fish-plate, and the

- corner section being firmly tied-together by

~ Dbolts £. The corner sections, A, are joined

45 together by fish-plates C, extending acrossthe

joints, and by blocks or bars D, fitting 1n seats

- in the adjoining ends of the corner sections,
. and extending across the joints of said parts,
~ the whole being tied together by bolts b, pass-

o ing through the fish-plates, corner sections,
and blocks D, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

‘giving greater strength.

ing, g, is formed in theinwardly-extending por-
tions or wings of the corner pieces, thus per- 5s
mitting a limited amount of springing of said -

‘portions, and enabling the bolts b to draw the -

parts into close contact. In this way a more
rigid and unyielding joint is secured than

could otherwise be done. | | 6C

In order to further stiffen the crossing and

the rails connected therewith, and particularly

to prevent the spreading or displacement of
the rails, the fish-plates O are preferably car-
ried around the corner or bend of the corner 6¢
pieces, each side of the joints uniting them
and extended across the joint or union of the

rails with the crossing, as shown at ¢, Fig. 1.
“While not absolutely essential, this last fea-

ture is deemed advantageous and importantin 7¢
T am awarethat it is not broadly ﬁewaﬁthér '
present time to form crossing-plates with ex-
tensions against which the ends of the rails
bear, to which they are bolted, and by which 7

they are supported; and I do not hereinmake

claim thereto, broadly considered.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s— - _ |

1. In combination with sections A, blocks 8
D and fish-plates C, bolted together, substan-
tially as described and shown.

2. In combinatiod with the crossing plates
or sections abutting one against another, and
with rails abutting against the sections, afish- 8
plate extending across the joints formed by
the abutting of the sections against each other -
and against the rails. I :

3. Tn combination with corner section A,
having extension a, and with a rail overlap- g

ping the extension, fish-plate ¢ and bolts f,

substantially as shown. S

4. A crossing plate or section, A, having a
slit or opening, ¢, as and for the purpose ex-
plained. . - .
o DENISON C. PIERCE. =
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