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. To all whom it mdy'cancern;-_

- citizen of the United States, residing at Day-
ton, in the county of Campbell and State of
5 Kentucky, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Pavements and in Blocks for
Making the Same, as will hereinafter more
fully appear, reference being had to the ae-
- companying drawings, in which— o
10  Figure 1 is a side view of my improved
_paving-block; Fig. 2, an end view of the same.
Kig. 318 aviewin perspective of several blocks
as laid in position. = = o .
- My invention relates to the manufacture
15 of a paving-block from potter’s clay, of pecu-
llar comstruction, and the application of the
same to a road-bed for paving purposes.
My invention consists of a -paving-block -
made from potter’s clay, having the sides and
20 ends tapering slightly from the bottom to the
- top, the top being convex both in width and
- length of the block, as shown in solid lines
~ of drawings; also, a block made from potter’s
- clay, having the sides and ends tapering
slightly from=the bottom to the top,the top
being convex both in width and length of the
block, one side of the block being provided
with agroove, while the other side isprovided
- with a tongue for interlocking with the aroove
30 of the next adjacent block, asshown in dotted
~lines in accompanying drawings. .
Referring to the drawings, A designates
the paving-block, made from potter’scl ay, and
- of any suitable or convenient size. The sides
and ends taper slightly from the base to the
‘top, so that when the blocks are laid in posi-
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will be formed between the blocks, which,
when filled with sand or gravel, tend to act as
a wedge in holding the blocks. in their proper
- "One side of the block A is provided with
- & groove or depression, a, while the other side

of-the bloek is provided with a tongue or
‘projection, b, corresponding in size and shape

- to the groove a, so that when the blocks are
~ placed together side by side on the road-bed

- they will interlock and be in a measure self-

flat surface, while the top 1s rounded off or
convex both in length and width of the block,
- 80 that when laid the surface of the pavement
~bresents numerous grooves or corrugations,

S

which will prevent the slipping of animals or |

' 55 persons while traveling thereon.

and grooves in the sides.

odors.

the blockswill insure a
hold for animals.

sustaining. The base of the block is a plain

_ o N [ ~ As heretofore statéd, I maké my paving-
- Be it known that I, Jorn T. THOMAS, a |

blocks from potter’s clay, the clay properly
prepared and by any suitable means, either -
formed in - molds with brick-pressing ma-
chines, or by means of a screw brick-machine 6¢
havinga *‘die’’ or ‘‘dod-plate’’ of the proper

configuration to form a stream or column of

clay with convex top, with and without tongues
The column of clay.

as 1t exudes or is forced from the mill, is then 65

cut into the desired lengths for paving pur-
poses.

The tapering form may be given to
the ends of the block by any suitable tool.
The blocks, after being allowed to dry, are .
burned in a kiln, and saltor any other glazing 70
material applied in any of the known Ways.
The block thus produced will be found to be
much in the nature of pottery-ware, and will
withstand the heaviest traffic, and at the same
time be proof against disintegration caused
by thermal changes, and free from malarial
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The blocks may be laid in the usual way—
that 1s, across the roadway; but I prefer,
when practicable, to lay them parallel with 8o
the curbs, or with their length in thedirection

~of thelineof travel. This will give a smooth,

even surface to the wheels, either in the

grooves between the blocks or on top of the

blocks on the convex surface, while the cor- 85
rugated surface formed by the convex tops of
good and reliable foot-

_Having thusdescribed my invention, what T
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, go
o _ _ |

1. A paving-block made from potter’s clay,
burned and glazed, having tapering sides and
ends, and a convex upper surface with plain
bottom or bearing-surface, as set forth. =~ g3

2. A paving-block made from potter’s clay,
burned and glazed, having tapering sides and
ends, a plain bottom or ‘bearing-surface, a con-
vex or wearing surface, and the sides pro-.
vided with interlocking tongues and grooves, 100

as set forth.

3. A pavement made of blocks having ta-
pering sides and ends, convex upper or wear-
Ing surface, with the wedge-shaped cavities
or interstices filled with sand or gravel, as set 105

forth. | .
B JOHN T, THOMAS,
Witnesses: o | -
"WALTER B. KinG,
CHAS., I. THOMAS,
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