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To all whem it QY CONCET:

Be it known that I, CHRISTOPHER SPRAY
- of Sedalia, in the countw;r of Pettis and Staie of
- Missouri, lleve invented new and useful Im- |
1)1‘0vements in- Music Dealer’s Furnishing-
Cases for Strings and, Trimmings, of which the
following is a specification, reference being

had to the accompanying drawings, 1]111st1 at-'

. mg the invention, in which— - -

- Figure 1lis a t0p or plan view of a case em-
| bodylng my improvements; Ifig. 2, a trans-
“verse section of Fig, 13 I‘w 3, broken plan
view of the case Wlt]l one StI‘l]:lﬂ -box removed
to show the figures and letters marked on the
bottom of the DoX- compart ment, the box being
removed and shown in the same figure.

The object of the present invention 18 to
provule a case for holding Dboxes, uncoiled
- strings, and small tmmmmﬂs for Stlmﬂ ed 1n-
“struments which shall be S0 almnged and
‘marked that there cannot be, with ordinary |
care, any displacement or mixing of the dif-
ferent articles in the case contained, and by

‘suich means keep the stock in a elemm condi-

tion and move readily handled for sale.

The nature of my invention consists in a case

in which are formed compartments to Snpp ort
‘removable string and trimming boxes. - Said
boxes have marked thereon ]ettels or figures

respectively corresponding to letters or figures.

on the respective conuaertments, and they are
 removable, and for this purpose they project
'" sufﬁmenth above the case proper to enable
them to be grasped by the hand, and those
boxes which contain strings hwe attached
thereto a sample-string of Whleh the respective
boxes contain. |
T am aware that heretofore it has been the
custom to show different kinds of goods or
wares in a single case provided with cemp‘u‘t
ments for ﬂl‘Lt purpose, and that such com-
partments have had marked thereon figures or
letters,or both,to designate the goods, and that
Jewelels’ cases have been 1)&1t1t1011ed to hold

45 di: ferent sizes of goods or wares, and that the

sizes have been marked on the partitions to
correspond with the marks on the goods; but
I am 1ot aware that any show-case or furnish-
ing-case has been constructed where the boxes

so form a portion of the case and are remova-
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with their reSpeetwe compartments and the
boxes have affixed thereto samples of the goods
or wares. I know that drawersina case ‘have
been used, but they are not separate boxes; 55
neither are they covered when drawn out, but |
‘are only closed when shut into the case. 1
therefore disclaim boxes which are e uncovered
and boxes not wholly removable. .

A represents a rectangular case, which may 60
be made of wood with- the eompartments L
formed therein; or made of heavy straw-board
and covered with paper or cloth, so as to pre-
sent 2 neat appearance as a 1)1ece of furniture
in a music-house, and it may be provided with 65
a closely-fitting eover to, attain greater securi-
ty. The case shown is 1"epresented as mede of
suitable thick straw-board.

K is the.top, having opening M; B, the bot-
tom; C C, the ends, and D the mdes, sepal ated 70
and strengthened by partitions E F. I am,
however, not confined to any precise form ex-
cept it be one that will hold the string “boxes

‘G and boxes H, I, and J subetantmlly in the

position shown. Yet the drawings illustrate 75
the most conveniently formed case which I -
now have constructed. The boxes G are
round, and they for use may be Ol‘dlnary'
string- ‘boxes properly. labeled and placed in. -
the compartments through the opening M in 8o -
the top K ; but as the Sbl‘l]lﬂ‘ boxes are for con-
tinnous use I pretfer that the3 be made espe-
cially for the purpose quite strong and of du-
rable material. I however claim nothing on |
the construction of the boxes. The boxes H 85
are intended to hold pegs, keys, nuts, rosin,
and bridges, and the box I to hold larger frim-
mings, sucn as tail-pieces and. other trim-
‘mings. The trimming-boxes may all be round; =
but if the box I be oblonn* it will take up less ol
room in the present form “of case. T prefer to
‘make all the trimming-boxes oblong and with
square angles, to eeonomlze room. o

The strmﬂ ‘boxes and the covers thereof are

marked as tellews V G for violin G; V D, G '9 5

G for violin D and guitar G; V A, G B for
violin A and ﬂultal B, also nmﬂxed B 3% for

‘banjo third strmﬂ Y D G B, and B 2 for vio-

lin K, guitar. D end bem:go second string.
There are two bozes marked as last stated, - 1oo
‘because these strings are worn out the 11]01‘6

ble,and Whele boxes are markedto corres,poml | 1*&p1d1y The other boxes are marked G D
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- for guitar D-string; G A for guitar A-string; ; marked with corresponding letters or figures,
& E for guitar E-string; B for thumb and first ‘would embody my invention. There is a cer- 35"
- banjo strings; B for banjo fourth string. | fainclass of violin G-strings which are handled
~ T'he compartments in which the boxes are | by music dealers uncoiled. Properly to pro-
placed are respectively marked with the same | vide for handling such goods a suitable long
letters or letters and figures that are marked - compartment, J, is formed at one side of the
on the boxes, so that after the removal of a box case, as shown, and it may be provided with 4C
‘the letters or figures aforesaid will Indicateto | anindependent suitablelid. Where imexperi-
- what compartment: it should be returned, | enced clerks get the strings of two or more
10 whereby a dealer may always know where to | boxes mixed, a sample-string, m, of what the =
~look for any specific goods. _ | Separate boxes contain may be attached by a .
At Iig. 3,where one of the boxes is removed staple, n, to the cover, so that it will be clearly 45
- Irom the compartment, the same letters are | indicated into whai box any string should be
~shown to be marked on the bottom of the com- put. o S
- 15 partment that are marked on the box. Itis| I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat- N
- well to state that I sometimes, instead of mak- | ent of the United States—
- 1ng the marks on the bottom of the compart- | A music dealer's furnishing-case congisting 50
ment, make them on the margins on the top A | of a rectangular case, A, having a top, K,with
~_between the boxes. | I | openings M formed therein,and compartiments
20" The ‘boxes H, respectively, and their re- | L formed in the case, in combination with re-
spective compartments are marked as tollows: | movable covered boxes G, extending through =
- Rosin,”” *“Pegs,” ‘“‘Bridges,” and *‘Tail- | the openings into the compartments and pro- 55
- Pleces,”” as shown.  Other letters, however, | j ecting above the top K when in place, the
may be marked thereon should one box con- | boxes being marked to correspond with marks =
25 tain more than one kind of goods. on the compartments in which they belong,
~ The size which I have chosen for a sample- | and the string-boxes having attached thereto =
- case 1s twenty (20) inches long, fourteen (14) | samples of the strings contained therein, as 60
- ‘1nches wide, and two inches deep; number of shown and described, and for the purpose set
- string-compartments: eleven, and number of | forth. -~~~ T T
30 other compartments four. I however con- |

ot

 CHRISTOPHER SPRAY.

- Sider that a case provided with compartments |  Witnesses: S
- tfor violin, guitar, or banjo strings separately, | G. L. CHAPIN,
~and the respective boxes and compartments ! - WM. B. THOMPSOXN. -
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