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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Joux HINDE FORD, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid-
ing at the city of Toronto, in the county of
York, in the Province of Ontario, Canada,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-

. .ments in Fire-Escapes, of which the following

1O

is a specification.

*

The object of the invention is to provide a
cheaply - construeted and permanent fire-es-
cape applicable to all classes of buildings; and
it, consists in the peculiar construction and ar-

rangement of a hinged platform situated on a

~ level with the outside of a window-sill, in con-
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- dow-sills B. .
- Cisaniron ladder,
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nection with an iron ladder arranged and con-

structed substantially as hereinafter described
and claimed. \ |

Figure 1 shows my device with the ladder
not in use. Fig. 2 is aview of thesame, show-
ing the ladder ready for use. '

~ In the -drawings, A represents the ]_:)la.tfofm, -

hinged on the outside of the wall near the win-

| the upper end of which
is provided with strong staples fitting on the
vertical guiding-bars D, which are fastened to
the wall of the building, as indicated, and are

~designed to connect the top of the ladder firm-

~ ly to the wall, while permitting the ladder to
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move vertically in ordertoallowittobe moved
close to the wall, as shown in Fig. 1, or with
its bottom extended out, as shown in Fig. 2.

. It will be noticed that supporting-bars E
extend out from the side of the ladder, and
are intended to extend below the platform A
when the bottom of the ladder C is extended

- out, as shown in Fig. 2. 'When the Iadder 1s

~¢lose to the wall, asshown in Fig. 1, the plat- |

forms A are held in a vertical position by the
side of the ladder C. When the ladder and
platforms are in the position shown in Fig. 2,
the chains F constitute an additional support

| for the platforms A, and also may be used as
“a support for the party stepping onto the plat-

form to grasp. |
When my improved fire-escape 1s not re-
quired, it will be closed, as shown in Fig. 1.

‘Immediately a fire occurs it i1s merely neces-

sary to draw out the bottom of theladder,when
the platforms assume the position shown In
Fig. 2, and the occupants of the differentrooms
having windows leading onto the platform,
have merely to step out of the window onto
the platform A, grasping the railing G, which
is attached to the side of the building, seizing
the chains F, if necessary, then, by stepping
onto the ladder C, can descend to the ground
without difficulty. -~ . |
Inordertoprovidesomething easier to grasp
than the side of the ladder, I attach tooneside
of the ladder a vertical rod, H, which can easily

enabling any-one to carry a child or anything
else in his disengaged arm. |
What I claim as my invention is—
1. An iron ladder having its top end pro-

vided with staples adapted to slide on verti-

cal guiding-bars attached tothe side of a build-

ing, in combination with platforms hinged to
the side of the building near the window-sills,

substantially as and for the purpose specitied.
2. As an improved fire-escape, the platform

A, hinged near the window-sills B, in combi-
nation with a ladder, C, the upper end of

which is provided with strong staples fitting
onto the vertical guiding-bars D, and the sup-
porting-bars E, extending out from the side of
the ladder for supporting the platform, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose specified.

JOHN H. FORD.

Witnesses: _
CuAs. C. BALDWIN,
F. B. FETHERSTONHAUGH.
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beseized by the party stepping onto the ladder,
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