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SP'ECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. .,285,235, dated Septembei* 18, 1883.
| - : - Applicatidn filed July %, 1883. (No model.)

Beitknownthat I, JAcOB COOVER, of Cham-
bersburg, in the county of Frankiin and State

of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Grave-Vaults, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact

- description. - ,

IO

o stantially as set forth and claimed.

20

- My invention relates to improvements in
burial-vaults to be formed in the bottom or
lower part of graves; and the invention has

for its object to provide a strong, durable,

water-tight, and cheap vault, and one which

will take up little space and can readily be

put in place.

The invention consists, principally, of sup-

support and hold in place the coffin-lid, sub-

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

‘drawings, forming part of this specification, in

~ which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
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responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing the
‘supporting-iron supporting the cast-iron lid

over an ordinary outside burial-case. Kig. 2
is a sectional elevation, showing the same

‘placed in a grave and surrounded with cement

or concrete. Fig. 8'is a detailed perspective
view of one corner of the outside burial-case,

‘showing a modified form of supporting-iron.

‘A represents an ordinary outside burial-
case. | L o |

B B-are cast-iron supports, which are made
in any desired form and secured by screwsor
other fastenings to the outside of the case A.
The number of posts may be varied, using
more or less, as circumstances require. In

some instances the supporting-irons B will be |

made in the form of angle-plates and secured
to the corners of the burial-case A, as shown

in Fig. 3, so as to give additional strength to

the outside case; and in all cases L prefer to

form the upper ends of the posts with the sup-

porting-shoulders ¢ for supporting the lid C,

and with the lips @/, to obviate all danger of

- displacement of the lid. | |

The 1id C is made of cast-iron, and is mad
concaveupon theunder sideto give it strength,

and is formed at its side and end edges with

|

|

I may make.

| the flanges ¢ ¢, and upon the under side it is

formed with the ribs 6 b to give it additional

.50

strength, and the lid is of a size somewhat

larger than the case A, so that it will rest

firmly upon the shoulders « of the supporting

posts or irons B B over the case A, as shown

clearly in the drawings, to support the earth
placed above it in filling the grave. o

In the formation of the vault, when cement

“or concrete is used, the bottom of the grave

will first be covered with the cement d; then
the burial-case A, containing the coffin and
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remains, will be lowered into the grave, and

then the lid C will ‘be put in place over the

burial-case upon the posts B B, after which
the space F' will be filled with cement, unit-

ing it with'the cement d at the bottom, and

finally the lid C will be covered with a thick

layer, d’, of cement, uniting it with that inthe

space F, thus making a perfect air and water
tight vault, all as shown in Fig. 2. )
Even when no cement is used this vault 18

very substantial and will protect the remains

against the crushing weight of earth above,
and is cheap; but it will not have the air and
water tight qualities, as when the cement 1s
used. L |

"I do not abandon or dedicate to the public
any patentable feature set forth herein and not

hereinafter claimed, but reserve the right to

claim the same either in a reissue of any pat-

| ent that may be granted upon this application

or in other applications for Letters Patent that

‘Having thus deseribed my invention, what 1

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 15— |

In a grave-vault, the combination of the lid
having downwardly-extended edges, with the
burial - case having iron posts provided at
their upper ends with outwardly-projecting
shoulders having upwardly - projecting 1ips,
substantially as shown and described, and for
the purpose set forth. -

JACOB COOVER.

 Witnesses: -L
J. L. SUESSEROTT,
‘D. M. EIKER.
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