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~allowing them to be stacked in quantities with-
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ing or otherwise prolonging the said legs.

~and rests with sufficient tightness to hold the

UNITED STATES

s

PA’EENT

UFFICE.

GEORGE A STILES, OF WEST GARD\TER ASSIGNOR TO WARRD‘\T HILL oF
'BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. | '

FOLDING CHAIR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 284,921, dated Selotember 11 1883

- Application filed Pebruary 19, 1883,

(Mndel.)

To all whom it may concern : _

Be it known "that I, GEORGE A. STILES, a
citizen of the United States and a 1651(1431113 of
West Gardner, in the eounty of Worcester and
oState of Massachusetts have invented certain
new and useful Impl ovements In Folding
Ehfmrs of which the following is a speci G'L

101

The object of my invention is to produce a
folding chair which is capable of being easily
folded 1nto a compact form for tr ‘mspmtmtlon
and as readily unfolded and set into position
for use. Besides its compactness when folded
for transportation, my arrangement is such
that it will assume a rectang alar shape, thus

out; dano er of upsetting. - This is a great de-
sideratum in the trade.

My invention consists in a chair having two
pairs of legs whose upright portions are of |
equal length either the front or rear legs be-

ing provided with arm-rests formed by Dend-

These rests are so constructed that.they will
be parallel with the seat when the chair is in
upright position.
pivotal bearings at their points of contact.

]

The seat is pivoted to the forward round of |

the chair, and is provided with disconnecting
adjustment with the rear legs. The back is
forméd entirely 1nclependent of the legs, and
18 pivoted to the seat at its rear edge.
support the back when the chair isin upright
position I provide it with supplementary arms,
connecting it to the arm-rests or legs. - These
Supplementm*y arms are attached to the back

chair in the position given it when folded up.

To enable others skill
my invention appertains to make and use the
same, 1 will proceed to describe it with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, which
forma partof thisspeeification, and in which—

Igure 1 1s a perspective view-of my im-
proved folding chair in position and ready
for use. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the

same folded 1 up and ready for transportation.
Fig. 3 is a partial view of the seat, showing
the locking mechanism in detail.

The legs and rests have |

To |

ed 1n the art to which |

Tn the draw ings, A represents the seat, and |

.fH'

A’ the back pivoted thereto. Thelegs a @' ¢
a” are of equal length and extend above the
seat, the forward legs a and a”, being: contm
ued in a rigid pleceTG form the arm-rests 7 17
These arm- 1ests r ¢/ are parallel with theseat. 5 5

‘The rear legs are pivoted-to the end of these

arms, as is clefuly shown in Fig. 2. Theseat
A Tests upon the rod b in front, md at the
rear end is provided with pins p, adapted to
engage with catches ¢ of thelegs. These pins
and catches are placed on both sides of the
chair, and on one side there 18 a dropping lug

or dog, d, as shown in Fig. 3, in locking posi-

tion, and in dotted lines raised. The con-
struction of this dog is such that when the
pins p are placed 1n the catches ¢ and the said
dog dropped in position 1t will hold the pin
in place by one projection and bear down-

wardly on the catch by another. By this o
means the chair will retain a perfectly rigid 70
position as long as may be desired, and it can-
not possibly be changed fromthis posmon eXx-
cept by raising the dog, thereby liberatingthe
pins of the SBELt VVhen this is done, however,
the seat will drop, and. the back hmned there- 75
to will also descend and the chair will assume
the appearance shown in Ifig. 2.

Supplementary metallic. arms ¢ ¢ connect
the arms to the back, and form, when the chair
I8 in position, a rigid and substantial stay for 8o
the latter. | I

It will be seen that when the pins are dis-
engaged irom the catches and the seat and
the back lowered they will fold upon each
other and drop between the legsandtheframe 835
or connecting-rods.

The alnngement of the legs and the other
parts of the chair are such th‘tt when 1t 1S
folded up, as described, the supplementary
arms, connecting-rods, and arm-rests willhold ¢o
the Jegs in a fixed position and in such a way
as to permit of the back and seat lying between
sald arm-rests and:-the legs to assume a Pposi-
tion parallel to each other, In this way it will
take, when folded, a very compact form. - 95

1 am aware that folding chairs have hereto-
fore been constructed with legs having upright
portions of equal length and having the back
pivoted to the seat. I am also aware that
folding chairs have been made with sultable 100
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‘sire to secure by Letters Patent:

locking and disconnecting devices, and 1 there-
fore do not broadly claim these féatures, but
limit myself to the construetion I have shown
and described. - | |
Having thus described my invention, the fol-
lowing is what I claim as new therein and de-
1. A chair having two pairs of legs whose
upright portions are of equallength, and which
are adapted to lie parallel with each other
when the chair is folded, one of the pairs be-

ing bent or otherwise prolongedinto arm-rests
formed parallel with the seat, said legs and

rests having pivotal connection at their points

of contact, substantially as described. |
2. A folding chair having two pairs of legs

whose upright portions are of equal length,

- the front legs being bent back to form arm-

20

rests, as described, said rests and the rear legs

having pivotal connection at their points of
contact, in combination with a back formed
independent of the legs, and provided with
connecting supplementary arms adapted to

hold the frame inacompactform whenfolded. |

A, having the pins p, the legs a’ a

- YWitnesses:

254,921

3. A'félding chair having a seat and b_éLGk.

pivoted to each other, the said back being

whereby the back and seat will fold upon each

other and between the legs and their connect-

ing-rods when the chair is folded, substan-
tially as set forth. - |

4. In a folding chair, as described, the seat
_ ", having
the catches ¢, and the dropping lug or dog d,
as and for the purpose set forth. :

5. A folding chair having thelegsaa’ a” ¢,
rests » #/, seat A, pivoted to the forward legs,
and having disconnecting adjustment with the
rear legs, in combination “with the back A’,
pivoted to said seat, and supplementary arms
e ¢, all substantially as and for the purposes
set forth. | o
GEORGIE A. STILIS.
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formed independent of the legs, and the seat
‘having pivotal bearings on the front legs and
‘disconnecting attachment with the rear legs,
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