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Lo all whom it may concern: ]
Be 1t known that I, JoEN W. RicH, of
Mechanicsburg, in the county of Cumberland
~ and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
5 tain new and useful Improvements in Indica-

- tors for Type-Writers or Caligraphs; and I do

hereby declare that the following isafull, clear,

and exact description of the invention, which

will enable others skilled in the art to which it

10 appertainsto makeanduse the same, reference

- being had to the accompanying drawings, and

to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form part of this specification.

The object of my invention is to facilitate
the writing of bills, &e., with a type-writer or
caligraph, enabling the operator, by the ad-
Justment of certain pointers, to note the po-
sition of ditto marks, figures, words, &c., and.
to print with said type-writer or caligraph
20 tables, bills, statements, &ec., accurately and

expeditiously, without the annoyance of rais-

Ing the carriage to insure accuracy; and to

- that end my-invention consists in an attach-
ment, made of any suitable material, adapted
F0 be clamped or secured in any suitable man-
ner to the front scale of a type-writer or cali-
graph, and provided with indices so arranged
vhat they may be shifted, so astoindicate, when
the index attached to the moving carriage
passes them, the predetermined point or points
In a line at which any desired character or
characters may be struck or printed. -

My invention further consists in -details of
construction herein-below fully deseribed, and
set forth in the specification and elaims.

In the drawings accompanying this specifi-
cation is shown one means of carrying my in-
vention into effect.

Figurelisaviewtakenin perspective. Fig.
2 18 & section taken on line z z, Fig. 1. Fig.
o 18 a detail view. ; | |

A represents a flat rectangular piece of ivo-
ry, wood, brass, or any other suitably firm and |
durable material provided with slots d d, as
shown. |

In a groove, D, near the rear edge of this
plate, is placed a scale-piece, B, of any suit-
able material, held firmly in place by hooks
K B, sliding in beveled grooves.f f on the un-
der face of the plate A, and bent, substantially
as shown in the drawings, so as to firmly bind
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caligraph.

piece B is provided with two or more slots, ¢ ¢,
through which binding-secrews may pass for
securing the indicator to the type-writer or gz
¢ ¢ are lugs pivoted on a rod or wire secured
underneath the plate A in any suitable man-
ner, and adapted to be turned up, as shown at
¢ ¢, or thrown back, asat ¢ ¢ ¢’ ¢'. =
In operating the deviee it is clamped to the
machine 1n such a position that the index of
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‘the carriage will ride over the scale, and all of

the pointersare putinthe same position, either
all thrown back, as at ¢/ ¢, or arranged as at
¢c. When it is désired to do any work in
which thesuccessive characters or words do not
occur regularly, as in ordinary text, but in
which there are more or less long spaces in-
tervening regularly in the lines, as in writing 70
bills, statements, or table-work, the pointers— |
one or more, as may be necessary—which are

to indicate the position at which the charae- :
ters or words are to be struck, are set at a po-
sition different from the others—for example, »s
as shown at ¢’ ¢ ¢’ ¢"—and when the finger of

the moving carriage passes the corresponding
lines on the scale the operator instantly knows,
without use of memory or memorandum, that

the proper point is reached and a character or $o
word should be printed. The intermediate
spaces may befilled with ditto marks or dashes,

or left blank, as desired.

- The device is susceptible of a varied use. -

It may be used in printing tables in which col-
umns of figures are arranged at regular inter-
vals insuccessivelines, orin printing accounts
where rows of figures—as dollars and cents—
are all struck in the same perpendicular line,
and for other styles of writing or work that go
will occur to the operator, and need not be
specified.

It will be evident that the scale B may not
always be an essential element of my device,
but secures by its use additional convenience; g5
and that the plate A, by the clamps 7 f, may
be secured upon the scale that is ordinarily
attached to the front of type-writers or cali-
graphs by loosening the screws that bind it,
and placing the hooks E E over it and then 1oo
tightening the screws. S B
1 desire it to be understood that I do not
limit my invention to the particular device
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the scale-piece in its groove D. The scale- | shown and descri_b_ed above, asI believe I am




the first to provide a type-writer or ealigfaph

with means for operating as deseribed. Xor

example, instead of using the lugs ¢ ¢ and
plate A, I might do away with the latter, and
use a series of sliding buttons arranged to

move to the right or left in a slot in the

scale, or I might surround the scale with the
desired number of fine wire rings, and se-
cure the scale to the machine, so as to allow
space between the two for the free movement

of the rings, which may be initially all pushed.

to one side, or half on one side and half on

the other, and when used one or more may be
pushed out and left at the desired point on
the scale. .. -

I am aware that in many type-writers an
index-finger overhanging the scale is secure

~ to the moving carriage, and an operator by re-

‘membering the numbers on the scale-at which

the letters should be printed would be aided

by such an index; but the difference between

)

1O

such a device and mine is striking. In mine

the lugs that are out of line with the others |
determine the points, and the moment the
index of the moving carriage arrives at such.
a lug no exercise of the memory 1s necessary,

but the eye alone recognizes that a character
must be printed. In the former the operator
must think of the point on the scale every
timé the exceptional letters are to be struck.
In the latter the scale is adjusted once for all.
T am also aware that means are commonly
provided for arresting the carriage at a cer-
tain point, and thus regulating the length of
the line; but my invention does not pertain
to such a function, but relates to means for
showing at any desired number of points be-
tween the beginning and end of a line, as well
as at such terminal points, where a character
is to be printed. . |
Having thus deseribed my invention, what L
desire to claim and secure by Letters Patent,
18— ‘* |

stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

1. A scale for a type-writer or ealigmph, -
provided with a series of indices adapted to be 45
set 80 as to determine the point or points ina

Tine at which a character or series of charac-

ters are to be struck or printed. |
2. A front scale for a type-writer or cali-
graph, provided with a series of pivoted point- 50
ers, one or more of which may be placed out
of line with the others, so as to indicate the
point or points at which a character or char-
acters should be struck or printed. | |
3. In an indicator for type-writers or cali- 55

graphs, the combination of the plate A, hav-

ing slots d, as described, and the pivoted point-
ers ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.. | | |

4. In an indicator for type-writers or cali- 60
ographs, the combination, with the plate A,
having slots d, as described, and the pivoted
pointers ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢, of the scale B, secured to
said plate, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. - .
- 5. The combination, with the plate A, hav-
ing slots d, as described, of the hooks E K, sult-
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ably secured to said plate, the whole adapted

to be hung upon the scale of a type-writer ox
caligraph, substantially as desecribed. .

6. An indicator for type-writers or cali-
graphs, consisting of a plate, ‘A, having slots
d, and- pointers ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢’ in said slots, pivoted
to a rod beneath the plate, in combination
with a scale, B, having slots ¢ g, secured to
the plate by hooks E I, provided with bev-
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eled tongue to slide in similarly-shaped re-

cesses near the extremities of the plate, sub-

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own I hereunto affix my signature 1n presence
of two witnesses.
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JOHN W. RICH.

- Witnesses:
R. H. THOMAS,
- 1. K. PLAYED.
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