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- the end-gate lowered.
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- closed, and can be readily unfastened, as will
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of vehicle-bodies, and also to promote security
- 1n such fastenings.
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To all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that we, THEODORE HUNGER

Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of
New York, have invented anew and useful Im-
provement in Adjustable End-Gate Fasten-
imgs for Vehicles, of which the following is a
tull, clear, and exact description. -
Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
In which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures. -
Figure 1 is a plan view of the rear part of a
vehicle-body to which our improvement has
been applied. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the
same, shown with the end-gate closed. Tig.
5 18 a side elevation of the same, shown with |

The object of this invention is to facilitate ]
the fastening and unfastening of the end-gates

Ml

The invention consists in an end-gate fast-
ening constructed with rods having hooks,
provided with lever-handles, and connected
by a rod rocking in bearings attached to the |
end-gate, the said hook-rods passing through |
keepers attached to the vehicle-body and en-
gaging with concaved guide-plates, also at- |
tached to the said vehicle-body, whereby the
end-gate will be fastened automatically when

S

be hereinafter fully described.
A represents the body of a grocery-wagon
or other vehicle, | :
B 1s the end-gate, which is hinged at its
lower edge to the end of the body A.

Tothe outer side of the end-gate B, and pref- |

erably a little above its central line, are se-
cured bearings €, in which rocks a rod, D.

- The ends of the rod D project at the ends of
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the end-gate I3, and to them are rigidly at-
tached the rear ends of rods I, having down-
wardly-projecting hooks F upon their for-
ward ends, and two or more hooks, G, upon
the lower sides of their middle parts. The
hook-rods I pass through keepers H, attached
to the outer sides of the side boards of the ve-
hicle-body A, and which are made of such a

length as to allow the said hook-rods Eto have

‘a free playas the end-gate Bis raised and low-

ered, and to allow the said rods to rise sufti-
ciently to disengage the hooks F & from their
catches. | |

Lare long and narrow concaved plates, which
are placed in inclined positions against the
side boards of the vehicle-body A, and have
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eyes formed upon their ends to receive the

| screws, bolts, or rivets J, by which the said
-plates are secured to the said vehicle-body A.

In the upper partsof the plates I are formed
recesses or apertures K, to receive the hooks
I¥, the said Trecesses or apertures being so

placed that the said hooks can enter them only

when the end-gate B is fully closed. |

- The hooks G are designed to be so arranged
that the first or rear hooks will engage with
the lower arms of the keepers H when the end-
gate 1s opened atan angle of forty-five degrees,
(45°,) the other hooks G when the end-gate
B is opened into a horizontal position, and
the hooks I' when the end-gate isswung down
into a vertical position. __

The plates I are made of such a length and
are placed in such positions as o receive
and serve as guides to the hooks K when the
end-gates are being raised to direct the said
hooks into the -apertures K, so that the said
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hooks will fasten the end-gate antomatically:

‘when the said end-gate is raised into a verti-
cal position. N
- To the rear ends of the hook-rods E are rig-
1dly attached upwardly-projecting.arms I, to
serve as lever-handles for unfastening the end-
gate when fully or partly closed. |

To the upper arms of the keepers H are piv-
oted pawls M, which, when the end-gate B is
fastened, can be swung. forward to rest upon
the upper edges of the hook-rods E, to pre-
vent the said rods from being raised and the
end-gate unfastened automatically.

When the end-gate is to be lowered, the
pawls M are turned back to rest upon a stop,
N, as indicated in Fig. 3. - |

"We do not abandon or dedicate to the pub-

lic any patentable features set forth herein and
not hereinafter claimed, but reserve theright
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to claim the same either In a reissue of any




o ._ - ' - 281,853

patent that may be granted upon this appli-
cation or in other applications for Letters
Patent that we may make.
- Having thus fully described our Jnventlon,
t we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. An end-gate fastening constructed sub-
stantially as herein shown and described, and
consisting of the rods E, having hooks I G and

10 lever hzmdles Li, the counectmﬂ rock-rod D,
the keepers H, and the conczwed ouide- plates
I, having recesses or apertures K, as set forth.

2. Inanend-gate fastening,the GO]Ilblll‘Lthl’l

with the vehicle- -body A and the hook-rods L
15 rigidly connected by the rock-rod D, of the

cone&ved a*ulcle-plates I, llithl]ﬂ hook-recelv-
Ing recesses Or apertures K, substa,ntlarlly as
herein shown and described, Whereby the said

| hooks will fasten themselves mltomfttlca,lly,

as set forth. 20
3. Inanend-gatefastening, the combmatlon |
with the hook- rods B and the connecting- -rod

| D, of thelever-handles L ,substantially as here-

in shown and deser ibed, whereby the end-gate
can be readily 1mfastened as set forth.
THEODORE HUN GER.
~ FREDERICK BULLl‘NhAl\fI P, JR.
WV1tnesses
JAMES T. GRAHAM,
C. SEDGWICK.
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