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To all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that I, RAFAEL MARTINEZ, &

subjeet of the King of Spain, residing at New

York city, in' the county and State of New
York, have invented certain new and usetful
Improvenments in Mats for use on Floors, of
which the following is a specification.

My improvement applies to that class of
mats in which a number of bars or rods of
wood or analogous material are secured to-
oether so as to be held in parallel positions.

T have in my experiments used round bars
of wood connected by flexible hinges, so that
the mats can be rolled up for storage or trans-
T have devised means for engag-
ing the rods properly together, which holds
them strongly in positions for use or allows

them to be easily disengaged by bringing the |

parts into certain positions relatively to each
other. In brief, I employ hooks to engage
Two or more of my mats
thus formed may be engaged together by en-
oaging the hooks which come at the edges. 1
have devised further means for engaging the
edges of separate mats, which 1 esteem gen-
erally preferable, and will be described far-
ther on. |

The aceompanying drawings form a part of
o

this specification, and represent. what L con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention. i S .

Figure 1 is a plan view showing two of my
mats attached together. The remaining fig-
Fig. 2 is a plan
view of certain portions. - Fig. 3 1S a corre-
sponding cross-section. Iig. 418 a cross-sec-
tion in a different plane, showing more clearly
the provisions for engaging the edges of two
mats. TFig. 5 is a cross-section showing the
means of joining together the individual bars
of a mat. g .

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures where they
oceur. | -

A A are the parallel rods, E are metallic
caps fitted on the ends, and ¥ are metallic
rings or ferrules fitted at intermediate points
between the ends. | |

H are hooks fixed in the caps E, and also in

o the ferrules, arranged to engage each with the

|

correspondiﬁg hook in the adjacent cap or
ferrule. The caps and ferrules are set firmly
in position on their respective rods and held

by nails or screws C, Fig. 1. When the rods,

with their caps and ferrules, are in position for
use, with the hooks engaged, they are strongly
secured Dby the hooks in positions,-each par-
allel to its neighbor. The mat may be rolled
in one direction without risking the disen-
oagement of the hooks; but on turning the

| parts in the opposite direction and imparting

a proper force the hooks may be disengaged
and the mats separated from each other at
pleasure. | .

I can employ these hooks H to engage the
edge rod of one mat with a corresponding
edge rod of an adjacent mat, and thusto make
two mats into one at pleasure. Two matsthus
united will be absolutely uniform in. appear-
ance and construetion throughout. 1propose
to separate a long mat into as many small

| mats as may be desired by disengaging the.

hooks H at certain points. I propose to en-
cage together small mats, so as to make one
Iong one at will by engaging the hooks H.

I have devised additional means of engag-
ing the edge slats of two mats. Some may
prefer to have the edges of the mats as smooth
as possible by avoiding the projecting hooks
H. I can attain this by previously determin-
ing a certain size for the small mats and for
the edge slats thereof, providing only one
hook on each cap Eand one hook on each fer-
rule /. This will suffice to engage the edge
slat with the adjacent slat in its proper mat.
When it is desired to engage two or any other
number of such mats together, I can make
available certain further hooks or bent por-

tions, as tollows:

SR,

60

_6_5

75

80

X are loose rings encireling the edge slat of go

two mats, with capacity for being turned

around, but not for being moved endwise

thereon. Kach is formed with an arm, X,
having a bent portion, X?, the curvature of

-

which latter is on a radius just sufficient to 93

embrace one of the slats of the mat. When

| this device is not in use it may be turned un-

der the adjacent slat in its own mat, as indi-
cated at the right and left hand sides in Fig.
4, In this position the devices X are simply

100



o

kept out of the way. They pelform 1no use- | mat and two to the left-hand mat.

ful function, but they are ready to serve in-

- stantly when required.
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- nmy be iner cased or diminished.
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When it is desired to join two uch mats to

cause them to serve as one, the devices X are

turned iInto the position shown in the central
portion of Fig. 4, so that the curved portion
X* of each mat enﬂ ages with the edge slat of
the adjacent mat. The dotted lines show them
only partially engaged. The str ong lines show
them fully engaged for use.

Modifications 1 may be made inthe forms and
proportions. Thave in Fig. 1shown two caps
E and two ferrules I, each with their en-

gaging-hooks H. The 11111111)61 of ferrules I

may be omitted and ferrules similar to R’
may be substituted, applied at or near the
ends of the slats. I havein Fig. 1 shown four
of the engaging devices X. They will be un-

der Stood A4S attaehed two to the right- hmdl

The caps E
witnesses.
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" The num-
ber of these engaging devices may be 1n-
creased. A less numbel may serve.

I claim as my invention—
1. In a mat, the combination, W1th the slats

23

A caps E, and ferrules B, of the hooks H,

f01 med and arranged to serve substantially as

herein specified.

2. In a mat having parallel bars A and suit-

and curved portlons X% 1n combination w;lth
the edge slats, and mhpted to serve as herein
Speclﬁed

30
able joining means, as H, therings X, armsX’,

In testimony whereof I have heleunto set 1 5

my hand, at New York city, this 23d. day of
July, 1883 in the pr esence of two Subscmbmg

| BAI‘ADL MARTINEZ.
W;Vltnesses :.

CHARLES R. SEARLE o
WM. O Dry.
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