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To mZZ whom zt ??oay concern: . -
Be it known that I, SAMUEL J. SPURGEON,

_'of Liberty, in the county of Clay and State of

Missouri, have invented a new and Improved

Autometlo Circuit-Closer, of which the follow- -

ing is a full, ¢lear, and exach desorlptlon

~ The obJeot of my inventionis to provide a
.. mnewand 1mproved automatic o1rou1t closer for
o telegraph-keys. - |
T TN (o B
. pressed upward against a laterally-projecting
.~ .= hook or prong of the contact-button below the
oy . telegraph-key, thus closing the circuit.

The . mventlon oon51ets in a prmg 1ever

Reference is to be hed to the aooompenymﬂ*

o responding perts in all the figures.

. ‘the same on the line z z, Fig. 1. - Fig. 3 is a |

| ---plen view of the circuit-closing lever.
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The telegraph ‘key A is of the nsual oooetruo |

zontal reerwerdly extensiond, is Secured tothe

| base-frame C by thescrew D, end has its upper
end bent so that 1t Wlll be a,bout from one-fourth
- to three-eighths of an inch above and overthe

button B of the key A. The lever B passes

-~ under alaterally-projecting hook or prong, F,
. and ispressed against the under surface of the
-0 40 same by the spring of the metal of which the
- saidleveris made, or it can be pressed upwa,rd*
by a spring ]olaoed below it.
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(DRI thus . close the connection between the points
| D and F until the said lever i 18 depressed,when |
the olroult 1S broken at F.. The olroult must .

The
—end of the said lever-is he]d a short’ distance |
above and over the finger button-head of the:
... key,sothat when the Ley is depressed the said
.+ lever can be depressed to break the circuit,
SE - which is closed again 'mtometloelly as 800m as -

© . thelever is released. |

20
S dlewmﬂ‘s sforming part of this specification, in
- which Slmllfl,r letters of reference indicate cor--

A lever, B, made of elastic mete] and
_having the upwerdlv -projecting part e the

[ I ) . TII ._ .

" horizontal part b, having offset ¢, and the horl-

The lever Bwill |
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] be broken between the pomts D end F Whlle'f. |
the operator is telegraphing, and in order to

accomplish this the operator places the fore- o

finger on the end of the lever B and pressesthe
‘same down to the button E, and then grasps
| the latter with the thumb and middle finger, -
and thus keeps the circuit broken while tele-
.n‘ra,phmg As soon as the lever B is released

it is pressed against the hook or prong F and
the circuit is closed automatically, and thus :
the key can never be left open, and the lever -

0

B is very convenient, as the operator need not

take the trouble of olosmg the circuit every

‘time he stops teleg graphing. The lever B can.
be provided with a long rear-end, as shown,
80 . that it can easily be adjusted. to a long . or
short key. That end of the lever B over. the o
button. E may be provided with a rubber tip. .
| It can be applied on old as well as new keys.
- T am aware that a circuit-closing lever piv-
oted to a telegraph-key and having its end en-
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circling or resting under the knob of the key

do not claim such invention. .
Han‘.flng thus described my invention, I claim

| has heretofore been employed, and Itherefore .
- Figure 115 a plen view of a telegrep]l key. -
prowded with my improved. circuit-closer.:

Fig. 2 is a 1ong1tud1ne1 sectional elevetlon of o

as new and desireto secure by Letters Patent-—-—_ .

1. Asan improved article of manufacture, .
the circuit-closing lever B, made of elasticma-

part o the horlzontel part b, having offset c,

terial, and- hewmﬂ the upwardly projecting
75

and the horizontal rearward extensmn d, sub L

Ste:otlelly as shown and deseribed.

2."The- combination, with a telegleph key,;.ﬁ =
A, -of the spring-lever B fastened at D, and of

fthe laterally-projecting hook or prong F COn-

' 3:0.': )

nected with the oouteot button below the key, - .

‘| under which prong the lever B presses, the free
end of the lever B being a short dlsta,noe above
and over the finger-button E of the key A, sub-

stantially as herein shown and desorlbed end
for the purpose set-forth. .
- SAMUEL J SPURGEO\T..
Wltnesses R -
-~ CHARLES W. Moorm
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