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COMBINED EASEL BLACKBOARD AND WRITING DESK

L ADplleatlﬂn ﬁled Janu’w} 2 1883 {I:'*n meaen ST

To acZZ whom zt mm_;/ concern, :

- Be it known th&t 1, ROBERT SMILLI of

_Sprmgﬁeld in the county of Sangamon. a,nd
State of 111111015, have invented certmn Im-
provements in a Combined Easel, Blackboard,
-and Writing-Desk, of Whl(‘h tlle follﬂw*mg IST
a Speclﬁcatmn -: |
. My invention COIlSlSIJS in a combmed easel
'bleckboard and WI’lI}H]b desk heremafter more
fully expla,med - - - |
cowene o Im the accompanymcr dmwmﬂs, Flﬂ‘llI'eS 1
and 2 show | two different rquJULSI:III@IIIJS of the
';__'blac]ebml d, a third being indicated in. dotted
a2 linesin Flﬂ‘ 2; Figs. 8 and 6, similar perspec--
R tive views. of the coutl ivance ‘L(IJ usted foruseas
o adesk; Fig. 4, a view illustrating the manner
oo of att%ehmﬂ' the board to the e’LSEI
Lioi 0 bra view showmn* the pesition . of the hmge:
- .. insecuring the athlstment S]Z]OWIl in dottedf.

' ' lmes in Fig. 2. - : '

and I‘Iﬂ' |

~The pur pose Of my IDVeIlIJlOll is to promde_

"7 aneatand ser viceable article of furniture ca-
Smo o pableof use as an easel for weueralpurposes 2

. blackboard-easel, on which the board may be
oo sos readily adjusted to different. heights and in-
oo clinations, and a writing-desk, and thls I ac-
complish by constr uctm g the dewce orar tlele'i
~ . in the following manner.

L

AL Tepresents the easel pr Opér coumstmw of

fmntleﬂs a, and cross-bracesd, sultablyiramed 5

e R “tocrether and rear legs or br: aces ¢,hinged to and
B achpted 130 fold against the fr ont 1605 or frame,

. as isual; ora smwle rear. 1eg or. bra,ce may be_.

. used, if preferred.

Sl or jointed to the main front frame, at or closeﬁ‘-
.. to'the lower end thereof, and adapted to swing
e outward away from the main frame at its up-
. ‘per end, or to fold into and-flush with the.
L same, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, respectively; |
sooi o and O indicates a. board or flat’ body, prefer-
... ably of wood, and smtably framed to prevent
.7 warping or sphttm ‘and to givea neat finish.
' This board is covered on one side with cloth,
. 45 oil-cloth, or other suitable covering commonly._
S o used for desk and table tops, or may simply be
.. finishedsmooth, while the other sideis surfaced |
i? with material suitable for surfacing black-

45

"B represents a front brace or frame hmﬂ'ed

‘boards;: elther the liquid slating commonly

-IIIg the requu ed surface

frame,

-accidental turning down.
table or desk is desued the Inks d are turned SRR
upwaI'd as shown in I‘Iﬂ's 3 and b, the front ~ - -
frame or brace, B, is drawn fmwmd asshown - ©
in the first of said figures, and the board is - e
‘brought down and eaused to rest upon the . -
‘brace, with the covered or finished face upper-
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Such at a medium elevation and with a,shﬂ*htly-ﬂ_i TR
or eater IHGIIH&tIOH than the front of the easel, ~ . . %

the board is raised up and the frame or. bmee_; -

of the board C, which is thien allowed to vest .~ -

B is drawn slwhtly forward beneath the edge

upon the upper - edge of cross-bar ¢ of said

it can be raised to and held in that indicated
by dotted lines in the same. figure by simply -

| swinging the links d 'ﬂpward about their piv-
ots to the position shown in I‘Ig 5, the short

links-e being in each case swung foerer of
the links d to permit the latter to swing back -

most.
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Patent Ommics.

The boaId C is at _T
‘tached to the easel or frame A by hinges or con-= R
‘nections D, consisting each of a long link, &, =~

and a short. link, e, the first pivoted to the;..
easel, the second to the blackboard- -frame, and '
the 0pp031te ends of the two links jointed to . . -
1 each other, as plainly shown in Fig. 4. The = -
.jattaehment to the frame of board O is at its

lower side, and the manner of adjusting the =
| board is as follows: The easel is first spread to 60 _ =~ -
give it a broad base or support, the separation =~ ol
of its legs being limited by a chain or cor d, 1,
which extends from the cross-brace of the rear BRI Rt
'lebs to that of the front leﬂs and thence to o
the cross-bars ¢ of the front bra,ce or frame,B. 65 - -
If, now, it be desired to use the blackboard as .

To pIevent slipping, the board may -
be recessed, or provided with short pins to fit =
upon the bar b, or to enter shallow Sockets_'
‘therein, if fouud necessary. If the board is =~ = -
‘wanted at alower elevation, the frame or brace LA

|'B is pressed inward ﬂush with the front of =
the easel, and the links d, hanging down from S
their pwots, permit. the ‘board to fall to the
position shown in Fig. 2, from which position

“of their centers or pivots and prevent theII'--;_v N
‘When a writing -~ -

“To further adapt the affair for use as a f9.5 ERRIEA
desk, a shelf, B, is secured in the easel-frame .

in position to form a continuation of the table,
1 as in Fig. 4, a back, &, being provided to ple

50 used OI‘ other prepm 'Itlon capeble of produc- 1 Vent artlcles from fallmg oﬁ‘ af the Iem Slde IC}O
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materials,

When the blackboard is in position for use,
the shelf B is entirely closed. in,.and writing
books, &ec., may therefore be kept
within the mclosed space, protected from dust
or dirt and hidden from view.

F represents a second and shorter ‘brace or
frame hinged or jointed to the frame B3, and

“adapted to be drawn out with or mdependen\tly

- of frame B. This second frame is designed. to

10

support the board C to form a desk when the
links are dropped down to the position shown

in Fig. 6, thus affording a low desk for chil-

~ dren. Fmally, if it be desired to use the easel,

15

20

as such, to hold other articles than the black
board and table, the frame B may be drawn for-
ward beyond the length of links d, the board
dropped down to the position shown in Fig. 2,
and the frame B pressed back against the frame
of the board, in which position its upper edge

or the cross- bar ¢ will be in position to receive.

- such other article, and owing to the inclina-

25
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“tion of the frame there will e 1o danger of
 its - aecidentally swinging outward ;

or the
board C may be turned down and suspended
from the links and its upper edge made to
support a second frame or body. +

The article may be finished up in any style
desired, and forms a neat and useful article of
furniture suitable for homes and for schools..

I am aware that a blackboard has hereto-
fore been hinged in a suitable frame and adapt-
ed to turn down to form a desk; but 1 am not

“aware that such board has ever been finished

~or covered on one side to ad%pt it especlally

35

for use as a desk. |

I am also aware that artists’ easels are com-
monly made with adjustable boards, and with
trays to hold brushes and other articles. These

T do not claim.

!
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Having thus descmhed my invention, what I 40

claim is—
1. In combm&tlon Wlth an easel a board

hamng a blackboard surface on one "side and

a finished or covered surface on the other side,

said board being hinged to the easel and 45

adapted to turn up a;n‘amst the same to expose
the blackboard Surface or to turn down away
therefrom to expose the finished or covered
face at will.

9. In combination with the easel A, the

d e, Whereby 1t 1s adapted to be adjusted, as
explained.
3. In GOIIIblIl&thI] with an easel havmg an

50

board C, hinged or connected thereto by links

outwardly-swinging brace jointed at itslower 55

end to the front fr&me of the easel, aboard, C,

hinged. or jointed to said frame and adapted_

to swing outward and downward and to rest
upon the upper edge of the blace, substan-
tially as shown and described.

4. In combination with easel A, provided

60

with brace B, board C, jointed to the easel by* :

links d e, -as and for the purpose set forth.
- b, In combmatlon with easel A, plOVlded

w1t]1 a shelf, E, in rear of the front frame of 65

the easel, a board C, hinged to the easel, and
adapted to swing over the shelf, as exp]amed

6. The herein- deserlbed artlcle of furniture,
consisting of easel A, having brace-frames B
F and shelf E, and board O having one face
finished to form a table and the other to form -
a blackboard, and 30111ted to the easel by hnks
d e.. -

ROBERT SMILLIE. -

- Witnesses:
D. S. JOHNSON,
JAMES' C. CONL_LING
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