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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, SAMUEL E. FRr

ENCH, &

citizen of the United States, residing at New |

York, in the county and State of New York.
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Stretchers for Garments, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention consists in the combmatlon
of two clamps adapted to be secured on the
garment to be stretched and an expanding de-
vice which acts on the clamps, 50 as to retain
the garment on which the chmps have been
The ex-
panding device is made, by preference, in the
form of a toggle-brace, and the chmps are

lined on the 1inside with plush or other suit-
‘able material, as hereinafter explained.

Intheaccompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep-
resents a perspective view ot my 513161301]61
Fig. 2 18 a side view of one of the clamps on a
larger scale than the previous figure. Iig. 3
is a transverse section of the stretcher. Fig.
4 is a modification. -

Similar letters indicate corresponding pm't-s.

My stretcher is intended particularly for
stretching the legsof pantaloons, soastoremove

therefrom the unshapely projectionsformed at
" the knee parts when the pantaloons are worn |

for a short time; but it can be used for stretch-
ing other parts of garments—such, for instance,
as the sleeves of coats. |

In the drawings, the letter A designates the
leg of a pair of pmlta,loons and B B are the
two clamps. Lach of these clamps consists of
two jaws, b b, which may be united at one end
by a hmﬂe 3011113 ¢, and provided at their op-
posite ends with a suitable cateh, by means of
which the same can be locked tonethel In
the example shown in the drawings, this catch
consists of a ring, d, which shps over the ta-
pering ends of the J‘LWS, but any other form

of catch may Dbe substituted. If desired, a |
catch may also be substituted for the 1111’106-

joint ¢. 'The inner surfaces of the jaws b b-are

provided with a lining, e, of plush or other |
- suitable material, so that the clamps when ap-
plied to a gar ment will take a firm hold with-

i

| out Injuring the fabrie from which the garment
is made. With these clamps is combined an
expanding device, C. In the example shown
1n the drawings, this expanding device ismade

arms, 1 f, which are united by a hinge-joint,

mortiseshinthe clamps BB. ‘Whilethe clamps
‘are being adjusted to the garment the toggle-

brace is bent upward, as indicated in detted

| lines in Fig. 3, and ‘Lftel the clamps have been

center of the toggle-brace is depressed to the

and the garment is stretched and retained in
this Stretched position. Instead of the toggle-
brace, however, expanding devices of a dif-
ferent construction may be used—such, forin-
stance, as indicated in I'ig. 4, where B'_B are
the two clamps, ¢ 18 a rod firmly secured in one
clamp and passing loosely through one of the
Jaws of the other clamp, and j 1s a spiral spring
wound round the rod 4, and having a tendency
to force the two clamps apart. -

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18— |
1. A Stletchel for gar ments consisting of a

| pair of clamps hned as deseubed, and_each
hinged together at one end, and a toggle-joint

exbeuding lever arranged in mortises provided
centrally, or thereabout, in the clamps, and
adapted to force them apart, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

2. The combination, in a stretcher for gar-
ments, of a pair of clamps rigidly connected

trally on “said clamps, and ad%pted to force the
] latter apart, S’L‘LbSt‘"L]ltlaﬂy as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

my hand and seal in the presence of two sub-
SGllblnﬂ‘ wltnesses.
SAMUEL E. I‘RENOH [L. S. |
Witnesses: | |
-~ W. HAUFT,
K. K. KASTENHUBER

g, and the outer ends of which engage with

firmly fastened in the- required - position the

position shown in Fig. 1 and in full lines in-
Fig. 3, and thereby the clamps are forced apart
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in the form of a togele-brace composed of two
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with a toggle-joint extending lever acting cen- -
| g8 g

~ In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
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