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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ERASTUS B. BARKER, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new anduseiul Improvements

5 in Photogrdphic Camera-Boxes, of which the |

following is a full, clear, and exact description.
The object of this invention is to facilitate

the reversal of the camera-box and its plate-
holder and ground glass for the purpose of
ro taking plctm es of d1ffe,1 ent horizontal and

_ver tleal lengths; also to facilitate the leveling

‘of the camera- boz independently of its sup-

porting-stand.
| The invention econsists in mountmﬂ the

I5 camera-box upon a circular support, wher eby

the box may be instantly reversed and ad-
justed to any desired position; also in a novel
construction of the circular support and of its
ouiding-clamps, all of which I will now pro-
ceed full‘y to describe. -

Referring to the drawings, in which the same
lettels mdlca,te similar pmts In each figure,
Figure11isa perspective view of a camera- box
ShOWlIlﬂ‘ my improvement thereto attaehed
with the box arranged 1n position for t&kmg
pictures that are ]0110 er vertically than hori-
zontally. Ifig. 2 18 a rear elevation of the
- same, showing the camera-box reversed or re-

volved and the plate-holder brought into po-
sition for taking pictures that are longer hori-
zontalh'r than vertically. Iig. 3 i8 a perspec-
tive view of one of my 1mproved guiding-
clamps, showing circular Suppmt workmg
therein.
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-35 er, bellows, under fmme fmd 11111111110 -gear are
c(mstl ucted imtheor chnaa ymanner, fmd require
no special deseription.

A 1s the usual under frame, on which moves

O

o k the rear end of the camera-box C Slide B is
adjusted and held in position by the screw-
nuts ¢ b inthe ordinary manner. The bellows
D, of usual form,is attached at its front end by
a suitable revolvmﬂ joint to the back of suit-
able lens holder or frame.
- example Iiis the lens-frame, which slides up
and down between two posts F K. Themode
of attachment of the front end of the bellows
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camera-box Candthe bellows D to be revolved,

The camera-box, focusing-frame pl&te hold- |

the ordinary transverse slide B, that carries |

In the present

to thelens-frame E is such that it permits the |

| the attachment being the same as th&f ShOWli

in Patent No. 272,622, granted to me February
20, 1883. Asthe devices and mode of attach-
Ing the front end of the bellows to the lens- ss
frameare fully described and illustrated ingaid
patent no further description therecof is here
necessary. Any other desired form of attach-

( ment between the front end of the bellows and

the lens-holder that permits the bellows to be
revolved may be employed.

In my present improvement I interpose be-
tween the slide B and the camera-box Ca cir-

60

{ cular support, G, which, in the present ex-

ample, consists of 2 stout hoop of metal, at-
tached by screws ¢ ¢ ¢ to the corners of the
camera-box C, as shown in the drawings. The
edges of the cir cular support G are held and

-ﬂoverned by the guiding-clamps H, one of
“which is secured on each side of the slide B, 7o

as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
The p&ltl@lﬂ&l construction of the clamp H
1s illustrated in Fig. 3. The clamp H con-
sists of a bar made w1th a central open recess
and a groove at each end, through which the 73
circular support G moves. Passing thlough -
one end of the clamp against Supp01t xis a
binding-screw, i, by Whlch the support G may
be el&mped and held in any desired position.
The clamps H are provided with screw-holes
¢, whereby they may be attached to the slide B.
I I are the usual springs attached to the
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| camera-box for supporting the plate-holder

and focusing-glass.

The opemtlon of my improvement is as fol-
lows: When the camera-box C is arranged in
the position shown in Fig. 1, the 101]‘361 axis
of the picture will be vertical. If, now, it is
desired to take a picture having 1ts long axis
horizontal, or coincident with the 110117011 it 9o
1S only necessary to loosen the screws 7 7, and

| then with the hand turn the camera-box fr om

the vertical position shown in Iig. 1 to the
horizontal position shown in I‘w 2. 'The
serews N are then serewed up so as to bind
against the eircular Suppmt (&, and the camera-

box is thus set and locked in its new position,

It will readily be understood fr om the fore-

going that the camera-box may be instantly
reversed adjusted, and held in any desired
position, and that the leveling of the camera-
box may be qmckly effected with aceuracy
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without echanging the position of the legs of
the stand on which the camera apparatus is
mounted.

1 do not limit or confine myself to the pre-
cise construction and arrangement of any of
the parts hereimn described, as they may be va-
riedd without departing from my invention.
IFor example, the circular support G, instead
of being made in the form of a hoop, as here
shown, may consist of wood made solid in the
form of segments of a cirele and attached di-
rectly to the sides of the camera-box.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I elaim
andd desire to secure by Letters Patent—

L. A photographic camera-box eapable of

a‘ljustment while attached to its support, to

tispose 1ts greater axis either in a horizontal

or a vertical plane, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

2. A photographic camera-box made with a

vertically-arranged circular support adapted
to permit the vertical rotation of the camera,
substantially as herein shown and described.

. 'I'he combimation,with a camera-box, ot a

prr——

—ll,

circular support, @, or its equivalent, sub-

stantially as deseribed, to facilitate the rota-

tionandleveling of the camera-box,assetforth.

4. The combination, with the ecamera, its
shide, and its circular support, of a clamping
device to hold and lock the camera in any de-
sired position, substantially as herein shown
and deseribed. |

o. In a photographic camera, the clamp H,
having the central open recess and the curved
end grooves, the binding-serew 7, slide 13, and
curved or circular support G, attached to the
camera-box, substantially as and for the pur-
pose seb forth,

6. The circular support G, counstructed in
the form of ahoop, and adapted for attachment
to the camera-box, substantially as deseribed.

7. T'he combination of the cirenlar support
Growith the corners f g & of the camera-box.
substantially as shown and deseribed. |

LERASTUS B, BARKER.

Witnesses:

FDGAR TATE,
JOSEPIT H. MULLIGAN.
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