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(Nu mndel )

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, Wirr1aM C. R. SMITH
and JosHUA B. MORTON citizens of the United
States, residing at San Francisco, in the county
of San Kranciscoand State of Oahfmma have

1nvented a certain new and useful Retmn-
1Ca-

Crate, of which the following is a speci:
tion.

The object of our invention is to provide a

means whereby a return-crate for the trans-
portation of fowls, fruits, &e., may beknocked

down and folded up into a small space for re-

turning to or from the place of shipment.

We ace ompllsh this object by the mechanism

1llustrated in the ¢ ftceompmw]nn drawings, in

which— -
Figure 1 is a per 'spectwe view of our crate
in 1"}051131011 for shipping. TFig. 2 is a side
view of the same when folded t up for return.
Fig. 3 is an end view of the same, also folded
up f01 return.  Iigs. 4 and 5 are {letful Views,
showing the thumb-screws which hold the
parts in position.. Fig. 6 is a pelspeetwe
view of the crate folded and Fig. 7 is
transverse section of the Stmme unf()]ded ‘md

‘set up. for use.

similar letters of reference are used to in-

dicate like parts throughoutthe several views.

The base-board of our crate or COOP 1S Pro-

vided with longitudinal raised strips A A up-

on both sides, w]ueh are flush with the edges
thereof. Mo these longitudinal raised Strlps
are connected, by means of straps or hinges

B B, the side fr ames, C C, of the crate, Wthh_
are deprted to turn 1nwmrdly and fold down-

wardly, and the hinges or straps areall coun-

lines of the longitudinal strips and frame-
piece.

The two end frames, D D, are connected to
the base or bottom of 13118 el‘ate also by straps
or hinges B’ B', and between the side frames,

which are ‘Lﬂ‘“bpted to be folded downward up-

on the floor of the crate in such a manner as
to permit the side frames to be folded down
flatwise upon the end frames in a compact
manner, or the sides and end pieces to be set
up in a vertical position and be flush all
around with the base-board of the crate. |

y

folded down overthe end pieces and the cover

|

The cover of our crate is made entire, with zo
the exception of a hinged hole or door, E for
removing fowls, &e., of longitudinal Slde and
end pieces, If, to correspond with the thick--
ness of the foldnw portions thereof, as shown,
and thumb-screws G pass throucrh the Wwood.-
work of the cover and enter the wood work of
the side and end pieces of the crate. These
screws - G and holding-plates H H’, through
which the bolts or screws pass, may be coun-
tersunk in the frame-pieces, as shown in Figs. 6o
6 and 7, s0 as to be flush w1th111 the rails of
the c,mte and without projection of the heads
when the crate is put tOGether or knocked
down.

5

down In the top rails of the 011{1 1)1@068 D, Eblld'_
side pieces, C; and when the knoekdow 1 OY
folded-up 'pOSlth]l 1s required for the return
these bolts are unserewed and the end piéces
folded down upon the floor of the crate, in
which position they are flush with the longl-
tudinal strips A A. Then the side pieces are |
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o

put on over all, when. the bolts or thumb-

SCrews are turned down through the floor of

the crate and into plates or nuts L I, con-
nected to the bottom thereof in the poswmn
shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

The screws G- G are pr ovided with pins or
studs G/ (', that are inclosed in recesses
formed in the cover of the cr ate, as shown in
IFigs. 4 and 5, and prevent the screws from
becommg detached when the crate is set up
for use, as shown in Fig. 1.

Thevarious parts of the crate may be formed

20

{ of any suitable material, the frames being

preferably of wood, with metal conuectlons
and fastenings, and prov]ded with wire-net-
ting. . |
Thus it will be seen that we have a compact
form or package for return-freight, which re-
quires but little room to Stow aw&y and is -
easily handled. 05

Having thus described our invention, what
we clmm and desire to secure by Letteqs bet -'
ent, 1s—

Qo

N
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In a return-crate, the combination of a base- |

“board having longltudmal raised strips A A
upon both sides and flush: with its edges, the

side pieces, U C, hinged to said strlps the |-

5 end pieces, D D hinged to the base-board,
- the cover I, h&vmn a hinged door, I, and the

thumb-screws G G and p’lates H H I I, sub-
stantially as shown and described. .

In testimony that we claim the foregoing we
have hereunto set our hands and seals.

W. C. R. SMITH. [T 8]
-JOSHUA B. MORTON. {L.s.]
Witnesses: ' .

C. W. M. SMITH,
CHAS. E. KELLY.
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