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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS J. BRANDT, of
Dundee, 1n the county of Monroe and State of
Michig an have invented new and useful Im-
pr ovements in Heel-Stiffeners for Boots and
Shoes; and I hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact degeription there--
of 1eference bemg had to the accompanying
dwwmgs which form a part of this specifica-

tion.

It 18 & Well known fact that in shoes pro-
vided with a stiff unyielding counter-support
the heel of the wearer is easily ‘‘galled;’ and

the object of this invention is to provide a
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on its inner side.
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serew or nail through said hole.

spring semi-counter which shall not only

counteract the tendency of the wearer to run
the heel over on either side, but will render
the shoe much easier to the foot.

The invention consist in the eon%tluctlon of
sald spring semi-counter, as more fully here-

_11:1&1"1361 described and clzumed

In the accompanying drawmg , which fm ms
a part of this specification, my invention is
shown in perspective.

I construct my improved eountel of Vely
thin and highly-elastic metal in the shape
shown in the drawings, forming a bed-piece,
A, and a vertieal section, B. The bed-piece
A_is concave upon its upper surface in order
the better to fit the contour of the heel, and is
provided with a hole, b, by means of which the
device is secured £ the heel by passing a
It 18 also
rounded upon its rear edge to fit the shape of
the shoe. The piece B, whichis designed “to
rest against the wall of the shoe and side of
the heel ofthe wearer, is also slightly concave
This piece B ati1ts junction
with the bed-piece A 1s slotted, as shown at
a «, s0 that the two pileces are connected to-
oether by a
the slots, said tonﬂ‘ue being an integral part:
of the two plates. - I attach great 1mp01t£mce
to this construction of the Slots

as 1t gives |

'

.

tongue between the inner sides of |

oreat elasticity to the counter, the tongue 45.

formed by the slots allowing the partstospring

under pressure of the heel.

The bed-plate A is made of Sueh width as

1"50 pass under the heel nearly half its width,

where 1t 1s kept in place by thé pressure of 50
the foot aided by the nail,which passes through
the hole . 'This construction also 1s impor-

| ‘tant, for it allows of a slight movement of the
‘counter, which permits the same to adjust 1t-
self to the change in position of the heel of the

55
wearer.

These devices are designed to be made in
pairs in reverse, as Wlllbe readily understood.

I am aware __that it is not new to make
metallic semi-counters; but in such counters,
so far as I know, no provision has been made
whereby a certain amount of spring 1is pro- .
vided at the junction of the vertical and hori-
zontal sections, and, owing to the curve at the
junction of the two sectlons asordinarily made,
they are stiffer there than atany other point;
nor has there been any means shown, to my
knowledge, whereby the counter 1s secured in
its place in such a manner as to allow of its
adjusting itself to the posﬂ:lon of the heel of 70
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“the.wearer,

What I claim as new 18— -

The spring-metal heel-stiffener herein de-
scribed, consisting of the horizontal concave
section A, vertical section B, connected to- 75
cether by a tongue formed by slots a a, made
at the junction of the two sections, the hori-
zontal section A being provided, W1th a hole,

b, by which 1t 18 secured in place, said hole
bemo so situated in relation to the vertical 80
Seetlon Bthatit willallow of a slight movement .
of the latter to accommodate it tothe wearer’s
foot, as set forth. |

THOMAS J. BRANDT.

Witnesses: -
H. S. SPRAGUE,
E. SCU LY.
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