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To all whom it maz 1/ CORCETTL:

Be it known that I, CHARLES V (xODDARD,
of Brooklyn, in the eounty of Kings and State
of New York, haveinvented certain Improve-
ments 1n Buttons, of which the following is a
specification. |

The objeet of my invention is to improve
the construction of what are commonly known
in the art as ‘‘self-fastening buttons,’’ or but-

tons which are secured by metallic f‘lStelllllﬂS

in such manner as to admit of their being ap-
plied more readily and to givethem additional
security of attachment, A150 to adapt the but-
ton for attachment either by means of the me-
tallic fastening or by stitching, as usual.

To this end the invention consists 1n certain
details of construction, which will be hereinaf-
ter fully explained, these improvements ¢oi-
sisting in providing the back of the button with

openin os of triangular form to engage with
- prongs or 1:}1*03@0‘510115 upon the f‘"tstemnﬂ" de-
- vice, in construeting said prongs 01*p1*036(3t10115

of enhrﬂ ed size at thelr ends the better to pre-
vent them from being accidentally withdrawn
from the button, zﬂso In providing the button
with four holes in 1ts back and a single cen-
tral opening in its front, whereby it is adapted

10 operate 11 001111(36131011 with the prong-fast-

ening ortopermit the introduction of a Ul]. ead-
carrying needle, as occasion may require.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 represents a face view of the body of
my improved button or button proper. Iig.
2 represents a transverse section of the same.
Fig. 3 represents a body view of the same.
Fig. 4 is a perSpeetwe of the fastening in its
Fig. 5 is a transverse central
section of the button as it ¢ appears when. se-
cured in position. Fig. 6 is a perspective
view of a modified form of the fastening.,

A represents the body of the button or but-
ton proper, consisting, essentially, of a front
plate, ¢, and a back pl%te? b, seamed together
At the periphery or otherwise united. The
front plate, ¢, which may be made of any form
desired, is closed or provided with a cen-
tral hole or opening, ¢, the edge of which is

preferably curled 111wa,1'd as sh own, to give a
pleasing finish and to 1:}1"'event the exposure of
the sharp edge of the metal. The back plate,

d, is made dishied or concave, as usual, on its |
vear face for the purpose of 1eav111ﬂ' between

o

| the front and back plates an intermediate

space, d, to receive the prongs of the fastening
device, hereinafter described. Theback plate

tions, e, to receive the prongs of the fasténing
dewee ‘these holes being made, as shown in
Fig. 3, of triangular form and arr anged with
thelr narrow ends toward the pemphe] y of the
button. | -

b represents the fastemnn‘ devm , consistin g,
essentially, of a circular disk or 0111:) provided
with four prongs, f, projecting forward at right
angles from its edﬂ es. These prongs are made
Wlth pointed ends adapted to pierce the fabric,
and are preferably tapered or enlarged toward
said ends, as represented in Fig. éL |

In applying the button the prongs are thrust

| through the fabric from the rear side and-per-
The button is

mitted to project on the front.
then applied in such manner that the prongs
will enter the perforations ¢ and foree down-
ward ﬁlmly toward the fabric, the effect of
which 1s to cause the prongs to be turned out-

back plates of the button, in the manner rep-
resented in Fig. 5, thus Secm ing the button
to the fabric.
of the holeg, 1t will be perceived that upon at-
tempting to remove the button the prongs or
arms of the fastening deviee will be drawn
outward into the narrow ends of the perfora-
tions e in such manner as to wedge firmly
therein and hold the button with increased se-
curity. This effect is increased by the taper-
ing or enlarging form of the arms or prongs,
Whlch offer an increasing resistance as an at
tempt 1s made to draw Lhem through the open-
ings. While it is preferred to employ the
prongs with enlarged ends or heads, good re-
sults may be obtained when they are made of
uniform or substantially uniform width, as
represented in Fig. 6, the prongs constr ncted
in said figure being adalpted to wedge tightly
into the trmno ular openings.
In order to insure the Spremdlnﬂ of the arms
~when the front plate is made of thin metal with -
out danger of puncturing or injuring the same,
a cllnchlnn plate, of iron or equivalent mate-
rial, may be *’Lpphed within the button against
the front plate, as indicated at 4 in Fig. 2 but
this clinching-plate is not ordinarily 1*equ1red
| On reference to Figs. 1 and 2 it will be ob-

ward and extended betWeen the front and.

Owing to the tllmlﬂuhr form.
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served that the opemnos ¢ in the bﬁck are all |

- accessible through the single opening ¢ in the

- front.

This construction permits a needle car-

- rying a fastening-thread to be inserted through

IO

the button from the front for the purpose of
Sewmg the same in place upon a.garment in

‘cases in which it is not convenient to employ

a metallic fastening. The combination, there-

fore, in the omne button of the single centlal

openmg and the several small openings of the

- back 18 a matter of considerable importance,

Iq

in that it adapts the same button to be applied
in either of two ways. The fastening-thread
applied to my button will be Se&ted within

and protected by the body of the button, and

will be practically hidden from observation.
I am aware that buttons have been provided

- 'with perforations in the front; also,.that but-
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tons have been provided with perforatlons in
the back, and that buttons have been secured
to garments by fastening devices of different
kinds having prongs or arms to enter open-
1ngs 1n the body of the button, and I therefore
malke no claim to either of said feature...,, sepa-
rately-considered.

Asto all matters which may be described or

shown herein, but which are not specifically |

claimed, the ught 1sreserved to make thesame
the subject of a separate patent.

| having triangular perforations in its back, the

|

283,772

‘Having thus described my mventlon what. 30
I claim is—

1. Asanimproved article of ma.nufaetme a
button consisting of a front plate and a back
plate, thelatter provided with triangular open-
1ngs having their narrowest ends toward the
perlphery |

2. The fastening B for a metallic button,
consisting of a disk or head provided with
prongs enlarged at their ends, as and for the
purpose described.

3. In combination with the button- body-
provided with perforations, the fastening de-
vice having the prongs with enlarged ends.

4. Tn combination with the button body

e 35
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45
;tastemng devwe consisting of the disk havmﬂ
1ts arms or pr ongs seated insaid perforatwns

5. Asan improved article of manufacture,
the button-body consisting of a plate, a, and
back plate, b, the former provided with a sin-
gle centr al openmg, the latter provided with
four small perforations accessible through the
front opening, as described and shown.

CHARLES V. GODDARD.
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Witnesses:
W. Q. RIDDLE,
C. K. LANGDON.
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