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To all whom it may concermn :

Be 1t known that we, ERNST T. ZELTNER
and I'REDERIK SCHENK, both of Hoboken, in
the county of Hudson and State of New Jersey,
have invented a new and Improved Castanet,
of which the following specification is a full,

- clear, and exact description.

IO

This invention relates to a new castanet,
which may be easily handled, and which e
ables the operator to play with great rapidity
and to produce a great variety of effects.

The inveéntion consists, principally, in the
combination of a sounding-board with a strap,
an 1nsulator, and clappers which play against
the sounding-board; also, in the details of con-
struction hereinafter more fully set out.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

- represents a perspective view of ourimproved
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castanet. Ifig. 2 1s a side view of the com-
bined sounding-board and insulator thereof,
and If1ig. 3 a side view of one of the clappers.

Sllmlm letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

The letter A represents our improved casta-
net. Itiscomposed,essentially,ofthree parts—
a combined &oundmn -board and insulator, the
clappers,and a strap tor attachmentto the hand
of the operator.

T'he sounding-board a 1s a plate of Smmble

“dimensions, to one end of which the clappers

b are pwoted, and against the other end of
which said clappers are thrown by the fingers
of the operator, as hereinafter described. The
sounding-board «is made inone piece, with an
upwardly and backwardly carved attachment,

¢, which we term the ‘‘insulator,”” and which is
prOVlded with a strap, d, as Shown through

which the hand of the 01361’-'&-’0'01? may be S]ipped. |

e

The clappers b are pivoted between circular
projections e ¢ of the plate ¢, which serve to
hold them in a parallel position. The {ree
ends of the clappers are made with enlarged
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‘heads f, which play against the sounding-board -

¢ 1o produce the sound.

In operation the instrument is held with
the clappers downward, and the hand of the
operator is passed ander the strap d, and laid
pon the insulator e. The fingers are curved
around the end of the Sounfhnﬂ board «, so
that each of the four fingers rests directly un-
der one of the four clf,tppers b. If the press-
ure of the hand is slightly relaxed, the clap-
pers will by their gravity swing downward,
and by then moving the ends of the fingers
upward in any desired order or with varying sj3
foree the instrument may be played in any de-
sired manner.

Our improved castanet may be m ade of hard
wood or other suitable material. .

We claim as our invention— | 60

1. A castanet composed of the sounding-
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“board «, insulator ¢, clappers O, and strap d,

substantially as specified.

2. A castanet composed of the sounding-
board ¢, 1nsulator e, clappers b, strap d, and 65
1)1Q]GGUOI]S ¢ e, between which the clappers
arce pivoted, substantia,l]y as specified.

3. A castanet composed of the sounding-
board ¢ and insulator ¢, the clappers b, hav-
g enlarged heads f, and the 1)1*0]ect10ns ee 70
and strap (? substantially as specified.

" ERNST T. ZELTNER.
FREDERIK SCHENK,
Witnesses:
- ALFR DEHMCKE,
GUSTAV BREHM.
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