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NATHANIEL DEAN-SWIFT, OF PETROLIA, ONTARIO, CANADA.

TABLE-TRAY.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 283,362, dated August 14, 1883,
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- To all whomn it may concern:
‘Be it known that I, NATHANIEL DEAN

 SwirT, of Petrolia, in the Province of Onta-

rio, Dominion of Canada, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Chil-
dren’s Table-Trays, of which the following 1s

-+ .

. a full, clear, and exact description.
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This invention relates to that class of arti-
cles known as ‘‘table-trays,’”’ used for prevent-
ing children from dropping food upon and

" soiling the table-cloth while eating at the ta-

 ble; and theinvention consists in the construc-
tionand combination of parts snbstantially as

hereinafter fully set forth.
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- Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures. -
Figure I is a plan view of my new and 1m-
proved table-tray. Fig. 21s a sectional ele-

vation of the same, showing the tray attached.
to the table; and Fig. 3 is a sectional eleva-.
tion, showing a modified form of the tray.

A represents the metal portion of the tray,
or tray proper, which, by preference, is made
practically square with rounded corners, and

' is formed upon three of its side edges with the

B B :3?:}
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narrow flange « and upon the other or {ront |
side edge with a wide flange, which 1s con-
caved, as shown at ¢, forming the wide pieces.
d d at two of the corners of the tray,; as shown

clearly in Fig. 1. | | |
Tn the form of tray shown in Figs. 1 and 2
the metal portion A is fitted in the surround-

ing wooden frame B, and is secured to or in |
the frame by

the small nails or screws ¢ ¢,

- passing through the Hanges of the metal por-
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" tion down into the material of the frame, and
- the bottom of the metal portion stands flush

with the lower side of the wooden frame, SO

that hoth frame and tray will set flat uponthe
The

table, as will be understood from IFig. 2.
object of this wooden frame B is, first, to sup-
port the flanges of the metal portion A and
the wider portions d d at the corners, so that

they will not become bent and jammed by or-
dinary use, and, secondly, to stiffen and make

the tray generally stronger and better.

e

In the form. of tray shown in Fig. 3 the

wooden frame B is dispensed with; butinthis 50 '

form of tray the clamp-irons C C are cast to fit

‘the form of the front flange of the tray, and ex-
tend to the outer edge of the wide portions d
d, thus making the wide corners of the tray

strong and capable of sustaining the weight of
the child’s arms.

The irons C C, tagetherl'with the thumb-

serews f f, that turn in screw-taps made in the

lower ends of the irons, constitute the devices

for clamping the tray upon the table, and the

qipper ends of the thumb-screws are provided
| with the revolving washers g g, for protecting

the table from being marred by the thumb-

‘gcrews when they are serewed up against it for

holding the tray on the table, as shown in

Fig. 2. | .
In the form of tray shown in Iigs. 1 and 2
the irons C C are made to fit a flat surface, and

are secured by.suitable bolts, rivets, or SCrews
to the nnder side of the wooden frame B at the
wide corners d d, as will be understood from
Fig. 2. o

" Constructed in this manner, the trayis made
more efficient for its purpose and stronger and

better than the trays in common use.

 Having thus described my invention, I claim’
asnew and desire {o secure by Letters Patent—
1. In achild’s table-tray, the combination oi

the clamping device C C and the pan or tray
proper, having at 1ts upper edge a surround-

ing rim or flange provided with enlargements

or arm-rests arranged on opposite sides of a
eoncavity in said flange, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. .

9. The tray herein shown and described, con-

sisting of the metal portion A, surronnding

frame B, and clamping devices C the tray
being formed with the wide corners d d, sab-
stantially as described.

NATHANIEL DEAN SWIFT.
W.*i‘t.nes_sesz |

- Epwin D. KERBY,
SHERMAN H. SWIFT.
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