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IO
ments in that class of shoes in which the up-
ﬁ..=ig'-per 18 prowded on each side with an’ elastlc.*--
. gores and the invention consists, essentmlly, in.
-:"-:formlng a vertical slit or. 0]_36]11110 in the front
w15 face of the upper from the top down to a cer-
. tain defined: portion, as hereinafter described;
. in re-enforcing‘each side of such slit or open-
o ingy in prewdmg the flaps with lacing-but- -
L tons of peculiar construction, and with a hook'_- o
or hooks at their top ends for securing - the
.7 ends of ‘the lwees all as helemaftel descl 1bedr_,
TR .:and claimed. - |
... Inthe cha,wmﬂs Flgme 1 replesents a sn*le.
S I jelevatwn of a shoe constructed aecordmg to
At - Fig. 2 represents the'up-

. per part of the. flont faee of the upper with
R --..i--f;the flaps open and. 13r0v1ded with" a double:
oo lacing..
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i ;juseful Imp1 ovements in Elastlc zmd Lace Com-f;j
o bination in Gaiter: Shoes of which the follow- {
. ingisaspecification, refelence bemﬂ*hadthele- 1
*_-?111 to the accompanying drawings.: .

"This invention relates to eertmm 1mp10ve

Fig. 3 represents a similar view with

- Hig. 6 shows a

_jurious compressing or binding of the elastic

~around the leg, which often impedes the free
- ,mrculatmn of the blood and causes irritation
© 0 - of the ankle in warm weather and cold: feet,
;,~'- §;_;;-'--;“_5;_;;;[5'f..,-;,-'dulmg the winter-months; third, in prevent-
oo 1ng the-erimp on the. baek of the shoe. fitting
tDO closely, and thereby injuring the tendons
o and eventually leaving callous spots not. eqsﬂy
;i'_.1 emoved fmubh, p1 eventmﬂ' the St] etChl]:lﬂ

..‘ouﬁce or:hole, H

| Fig. 4 represents the upper | foot.
provided with a snwle lacing and with the
o flaps. open, and. Flﬂ‘ 5 represents a similar |
Lo view with the ﬂaps closed.

i side elevatmn of one of the lacmg buttons,._
oo Fig. 7, a side elevatmn of -the lace-retaining
35 hook, Emd Fig. 8 a similar view of the hook
""ifiﬁ‘-";':i'-:?f'a--z'_';-f._j;;}-wrtth the lace encl engaged therewith. |
L - The obJeet of this mventmn is to- ovem{:}me_
~ various serious- obJeetmns to the use of the
~ side elastic Congress-gaiter shoe—viz., - first,
 the difficulty many persons experience in put
.. ting on and taking off the same, owing to.the:
RNy SEr -_011110 ging of the elastm around the ank]e sec-
o !;f; -..H_...ond to prevent or- m&temally lessen the in-

- | out of the oore befme Lhe S]JOG is worn out
LLOh, & | which, as Oonﬂless gaiters are usually con-
-str ucted is ea,used by the fr equent strain upon
553 §§-the elastlcs in puttlng on. and takuw off the

e’ elther as an. ordmary Connless gfmtel or
lace shoe. - - |

A 181)1686]3&8. a 00110‘1 ess gaatel pmmded

| .’-_Wlth the customary elastlc cores, B. In place,
{ however, of constmetmg the f1 ont member,
Cy of the upper with a close surface from to_p_
’_to bottom, I form: a vertical slit or opening,
D, ther 8111 which éxtends from the top down
| .:_tO the: mstep or portion where the natural .
| bend. of the foot Wl]l be 1ocated when the shoe,
'_18 inuse.
Erepresents a re: enfm cing Stllp or stnps at
jtached to. each side of the ﬂaps B, o
> 1epresents the lacing-buttons, thh ac-_ e
_§;(301 ding to my impr ovement hfwe slaherlcal S
-or other shaped heads, and have a cireular
e}{tendmg therethrough, -
through WhlG]l the lace is passed,.as ShOWI] |
_These buttons maybe of any desmed number,:
Dbut I find that three or four on each flap i e
-amply sufficient to secure an opening that will: =~
relieve the elastics from tension when the shoe . =
18 bemﬂ withdrawn from or placed on the 8o =
W]nlfx a shoe of this construction may . '.
‘be provided with the ordinary lacing-hooks, -
still I find it far pr eferable to employ the but
| tons G, shown in the drawings, as by means
.-.theleof the laces I, when once Struug, need IR
| never be removed from the shoes. Consequent- -~
| 1y the friction thereon is sensibly diminished, —~
| and they will last longer than they would Were S
jthe ordinary lacing-hooks employed.
it 1s desired to use the lace I'doubled, asin Flgs
A, 2, and. 3, T elamp eyelets J through the lower . =~ - -
iip&rt of the re-enforce Eand the upper at that -
part, and Pass the laee thrmwh the same and
{.through the holes in the buttons
ends of the lace are then knotted to prevent
-their passage throuo*h the buttons when the °
flaps are pulled open.’ )
‘close the flaps & simple pull upon the ends of
the lace will tighten the same and draw the - =
flaps close tocrether as shown in Fig. 8. The :[oo

The two

lace ends .can then be suitably tied together

or shpped within a hook, K, attached to the
'- uppel end of either or both of the Ihps .o
In lien of employmg a double ewﬂss meﬂ 5 S

'-When it is desired to
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- ening thelace.
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the lace may be threaded through the buttons

and a knot formed in its lower end, which,

when the lace is tightened, will bmd aﬂmnst
thelowest button zmd prevent 1tS passage there-
through. The upper end of the lace canthen
be secured within a hook, K, as shown in Fig.
T'o release the flaps, the upper end of the
lace 1s released from the hook K and said flaps
pulled apart, a knot formed on the upper end

of the laee preventmn the passage of said up-

per end through the upper button, as in the
previously- deser ibed arrangement. -

The lace draws evenly from the bottom with
a very slight pull, and it can therefore be
called a *‘ draw-string.”” Theopeninginfront

of the upper avoids the difficulty heretofore

experienced in this class of shoe in putting on

and taking off, and renders these operations
~very easy. ‘The binding on the ankle is also |
overcome, as it can be laeed tigcht or loose to

sult the We’bl"el“ and if the Shoe bears tightly
on the tendons, it can be 1eéu;111y eased by loos-
The front openingrelieves the

- shoe of the frequent strain on the gore in put-
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ing on and taking off the shoe, theleby avoid-
1ng the constant Stl etching of the oore and al-
lowmo the same being used for amemter length
of tlme The opening may be made elther at

- the center or at the side of the upper, as de-

sired, or as occasion may require.

By the construction above described 1 am
enabled to use the shoe either as an ordinary
Congress gaiter or-as a lace shoe, as by tight-
ening-the lacing and securing the end or ends
thereof the shoe can be drawn upon and re-
moved {rom the foot by simply distending the
elastic gores, as in ordinary Congress ﬂ‘aﬂter
in which case the lacing will not be interfered
with or used, while by loosening the lacing

40 theshoe can be removed from and placed upon

the foot w1’rhout distending the eh&,‘me Qores,

283,082

k

and in such a usge the elastle oores Would be

relieved from their customaly functions, the

shoe being retained in position on the foot
by the nghtemnﬂ of the lacing, and adapted
to be removed therefrom Wlthout straining the
e]asblc by simply loosening the lacing.

I am aware that shoe- -uppers have been
provided with strips of elastic material and
with a slit and means for lacing the flaps to-

oether, but I am not aware of any shoe of a

construction similar to that herein shown and
described, whereby the same is interchange-
ably a,dapted for use as either & 1aee or elastic
shoe, -as desired.

T am also aware that it 18 not new to con-
struct a lacing-button with a circular orifice

or hole ev.tenduw therethough, and Sueh I do

not claim.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim therem 18—

1. A shoe-upper having an elastic gore, B,
on each side, a slit or opening, D, extendmb
from. the top of said upper down to the instep,

‘and having re-enforce E, having eyelets J, and

buttons G, having circular orifice or hole H,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. As an improvement in Congress gaiters,
the shoe herein described, having its upper
provided with elastic side gores, B,  central
slit or opening, D, extending from the top
down to the instep, and prowded with flaps
F,having re- enfor_ce E, buttons G, having cen-
tral hole OT passage, H, hook, K, and ].ace 1,
substantially as and for the purpose set_forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.

MICHAEL DILLON.

“Tltnesses
JOSEPH D. PLU’\TILETT
HucHx DAILEY.
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