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1o all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, JoserH L. JOYCE, of
New Haven, in the ceunty of New Haven and
State of Conneetlcut have invented a new Im-

provement in Shoes and I do hereby declare

the following, when ‘taken in connection with
accompanying drawings and the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon to be afull, clear, and
exact description of the same, and whlch said
drawings constitute part of this Sp@@lﬁ(}'ltl()ll
and represent 1n-—

Figure 1, a perspective view; Fig. 2, a dia-
gram showmg the blank for cuttmo the ankle-

‘piece C; Fig. 3, a transverse section through

the Velltll&tlllﬂ’ holes, enlarged.

This mventlon relates to an lmprovement in

the manufacture of that class of shoes common-
lycalled *‘Congress shoes’’ or ¢ gaiters’’—that
18 to say, shoes which have an elastic top which
will yleld for the insertion of thefoot.and then
contract to properly embrace the ankle. TUsu-

‘ally this class of shoes has been made with an
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elastic gore introduced upon one or both sides,

and 1insome cases it has been introduced 111)011
the instep, in others upon the heel; but in any
case 1t has been required to stitch the elastic
material to the upper at the two edges of the
gore. 'T'he elastic threadsinsuch agore-piece

are liable to slip within the fabrie, because of

Jack of proper security at the edges of theg gore,

and thus destroy the elasticity of that part of
the tabric where such loosened threads are.
Another serious difficultyin this elass of shoes

. arises from the fact that they fit the ankle so
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closely there is no opportunity for circulation
of air about the foot, and thus the shoes are
hot and uncomfortable—serious objections to
this otherwise desirable class of shoes.

The object of my invention is to overcome

these difficulties; and 1t consists, first, in con-

structing the &nkle portion of the Shoe from
elastic material, 8o as to giveacontinuous elas-
tic piece around the ankle—that 1s, with but a
single seam; and, secondly, in series of perto-
rations extending through the upper over the
1nstep portion of the shoe and having lines-of
stitches adjacent to and Substfmtmlly parallel
with such pertorations, as more fully herem

. after described.

A represents the foxing, substantially as in

N

| of the shoe 18 cut from elastic fabrie, prefera-
bly as seen in Ifig. 2, the vertical central line,

a, of the blank, as seen inFig. 2, being the cen-
tral line of theinstep, the blank extending each 55
way so far that the two edges 6 § will meet on
the heel-line. At the front a vertical slit, d,

18 cut from the lower side of this blank 11p £0
the ankle-joint, the lower edge, ¢, at each side
tollowing a line corresponding to the foxing. 6o
This bhnk 1s placed upon the upper in the -
usual manner, its lower edges, e, stitched to
the foxing, the split d, leldlllﬂ‘ at the center,
passing down one each side the mstep, as in-

| dieated in broken lines, Fig. 1, to the foxing, 65

so that the instep passes through the slit. The
two edges bb are secured together on the heel-
line, and an instep-piece, B, extends up trom
the foxing to cover the opening made by the
slit d in the elastic material-—this instep-piece ~o
stitched to the foxing and to the elastic mate- -
rial to complete the shoe. Thusit willbeseen

| that the ankle portion Cof the shoe issubstan-

tially a continuous piece of elastic—thatis, ex-
tends entirely aroundthe ankle—thusgivinga %35
greatly-increased extent of elasticity to the
shoe-opening, as well as avoiding the slipping

of the elastic thlead as must be the case where
gores are employed.

Instead of making the seam at the heel 1t 8¢
may be madeat some other pointinthe plece~—-
that 1s, for instance, at one side on the vertical
ankle- lme orit mmy be on the instep-line. In
that case the two ed ceswill bestitehed together
from the top down to the point where the slit 85
begins, to permit the two sides to pass down
over the instep, or at any other desirable point,
the essential feature of this part of my inven-
tion being a substantially-continuous elastic
ankle portion, C, of the shoe—that 18, an ankle go
portion cut from fabric andhaving but a single
sean.

To ventilate the shoe thr ough the instep-
plece B, I make series f of small pelfel ations—
prefer ably in some ornamental design—and g3
then to secure the thicknesses of thab part of
the shoetogether, so that the perforations shall
register and lewe a free opening, I stitch the
several thicknessestogether by lines of stitches
substantially pfue]lel or surrounding the per- 100
forations. T'his construction leaves the instep

the usual Congress gaiter. The ankle 1}01‘[1011 | portion of the shoe 0pen for free cir euhtlon of
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ventﬂatmn or coolmﬂ' is most desirable, and | adjacent. tq sald. perforathns Substantlally as I5
thus I obviate the dlﬁleultles heretofore exist- | and for.the purpose descrlbed
ing in this desirable class of S‘hOBS. ' 3. Theherein-described shoe, consisting of a
s Ieclaim— - | | foxmg, A 'a continuous ankle portlon C and
- 1. The herein- described 1mprovement in | the instep-pieCe B, extending from the foxing
Congress shoes, consisting in the ankle por- | up onto the ankle-piece C, and so as to cover 2o
- tion O composed of a contmuous piece of elas- { the slit made 1n the ank 1e -piece, substantially

tic f:a,bnc so as to surround the ankle, its two | as deserlbed

10 edges umted and with a slit at the front, to I JOS. L. JOYCL.
per rmit said elqstlc material to pass to each 51de - Witnesses: | I
~over the instep, substantially as described. . JouN E. EARLE,

2. Ina shoe,, series of perforahons throuﬂh . JOs. C. EARLE.
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