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To all whom it may concerwn:.

Be 1t known that I, FRANCIS M. SHIELDS,
of Coopwood, in the (,ounty of Winston and

- State of Mlsassq}pl have Invented a new and
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Improved Gun, of ‘which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.
The object of my invention is to provide a

gun forwar purposes,especially adapted foruse

111 forts and upon ﬁelds for resisting charges
by troops in mass.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
1n which similar lettels of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 11is a plan view of my 1111pr0ve(1 oun.
Fig. 2 isa vertical 1011011311(1111&1 section of the
same in larger size. I‘10 3 18 a sectional face
view of the shell carrier or holder. Flig. 4 is

4 view of the cartridge.

- A 18 the breech, formed with numerous
horizontal (;hambels «, corresponding to the
barrels B, which are attached to the breech
A and 1*1(11&136 therefrom; or, in place of using
a breech-piece, as Shmvn the barrels may be
soldered or brfL/ed tog ethel to form the breech.
The barrels extend to the right and left of the
center, and are planed at SllGlL an angle from
each other that each barrel will smttel the
shot over an area of six feet at a distance of
about one hundred yards, that having been
found the distance at which the most eﬁeetlv
work 1s done In warfare, and the distance at
which a shotgun will dlstrlbute its charge
with the nrewtest effect. The barrels are
placedinaseries, one above another—one, two,
or three series mt each side of a center one—-so
as to equalize the recoil. At the rear of the
breech A, and attached thereto, is a frame, C,
that 1"eeewes a sliding breech-piece, D, ﬁtted
for engaging grooves in the sides of the fr ame,
E is a screw connected to the frame C and en-
gaging the breech-piece D, and T isthehandle
on the screw, whereby 1t can be turned for
moving the breech- -piece back and forth.

G 1S the charge ovr shell holder or carrier,
shaped to fit between the breech A and mova.
ble breech-piece D. This plate or carrier is

formed with apertures or chambers b, corre- |

| 51}011(11110 to the chambersin the breech A, J“or

receiving the shells or cartridges d, fmd the
apertures b are connected by small vent holes
or passages e, that allow communication from
one, chamber to another. At thecenter of the
movable piece D is a firing-pin, ¢, that is to
be fitted for being struck by a hammer in any
usual manner 101* firing the shells or cartridges
1n the center Ch‘ll’llbel of the gun. |

The shells or cartridges, as shown most
clearly in Fig. 4, are fonned with side vent-
holes, A, cor re&pondnm in position with the

Veut-pﬂssages ¢, S0 that when a center shell is

exploded the flame will pass from one cham-
ber to another, and thus cause the simultancous
explosion of all the shells. The shells are
formed at their flanged ends with side projec-
tions, », for retaining the vent-holesinregister
with vents e, and with rounded knobs or pro-
jections ¢, and the breech-piece D is made with
concave recesses for fitting over the rounded
ends ¢ of the shell. At their forward end the
shells are fitted with wads k, of conical form,

which assist the entry of the shells into the'

chambers «, and the shells are also made long
enough to extend into the clmmbe I'S ¢, SO a8 tu
pr event any escape of g

| 1 are hooks att%lled to the breech A for
catching upon pins m on the breech- -piece D,
for holdmﬂ the latter in place when 1t is cloitod
and the &hell carrier G 1S p].OV]_de{l with
handles n.

The gun is provided with side tr mnuons, :
by which it 1s supported upon a suitable car-
riage, H, and the carriage is provided with a

'Screw, p, tor use in raising and lowering the

oun.

In the use of this gun a number of shell-
carriers, G, will be provided, ready loaded
with %hells so that when one s fired the brecch-
piece D w ill be moved back, asecond plate or
shell-carrier put in place, and the breech-piece
then moved up again. The charge of shrap-
nel or shot is to be placed in the chambers «
of the breech. In firing the gun, it is to be
sighted over the center b’l,l‘l‘e]& so that at the
(11%(.1]]%106 the shot will be equalh distributed
in all dueetlon.s
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~ The ends of the barrels are made concave ! movable shell-holder G, having chambers b, 10
to fit the convex form of theshell-holder, and

the shell-holder may be made to-fit groovesin
the breech to prevent escape of gas.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

The combination, with the body of the gun |

having chambers « and barrels B, of the re-

|

connected by passages e, and the movable

breech-piece D, previded with the central
firing-pin, ¢, as shown and described.

- FRANCIS M. SHIELDS.
- Witnesses: |
E. M. HicHT,
W. J. Woob.
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