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-

To all whom it may concermn: -

- Be 1t known that 1, WILLIAM 5. LIRCOMB,

of the city and county of Providence, in the
State of Rhode Island, have invented eertain

5 new and useful Improvements in Photogra-
phers’ Chairs; and I do hereby declare that
the following specification, taken in connection

- with the drawings furnished and forming a

- part of the same, is a clear, true, and complete
1o deseription of my invention. | |

Among the numerous varieties of chairs

heretofore devised for various special uses, in-

cluding such as have been adapted for use 1n |

studios and operating-rooms of artistsand pho-
15 tographers, I know of none which haye had
rigid and unylelding backs or back-rests capa-

ble of a vertical adjustment coupled with a

capacity for such an angular adjustment as
would afford a variable depth "of seat from

20 frontito rear of the chair; or, in other words,

no chair heretofore known to me has been pro-
vided with arigid and unyielding back or back- |

rest capable of being variably located torward
of the rear line of the chair-seat, so as tothere-
by practically reduce the area of the seat by
lessening the distance between the front edge
thereof and the vertical plane occupled by the
back-rest, the latter at the same time being
capable of a corresponding depression toward
30 the surface of the seat. " -
| I am aware that head-rests have heretotore
been so constructed as to enable them to be ad-
justed vertically as well as angularly, and that
their head-pads have been pivoted to their

25

?5' tends they are so organized as to be applica-
ble in all cases to chair-backs, and, as herein-
after indicated, nany of them may be applied,
if desired, to my rigid back-pad standard, or
applied to my back-pad. = |
I am also aware that such head-rests have
had standards composed of slotted plates and
clamping-bolts, and also that spring chailr-
backs with non-pivoted back-pads have here-

40

45 |
spring chair-back standards could be vertically

and angularly adjusted; but it 1s obvious that

a photographer’s chair should have a firm,

rigid, or unylelding back in order to assure
50 good results. | .'

I am also, of course, aware that 1 show and

e -
' ™ : |.| -

standards; but so far as my - knowledge ex- |

tofore embodied base-blocks In which the |

[ deseribe in my Letters Patent No. 256,7 11,

dated April 18, 1882, a piano-stool back which
can be located and adjusted at various points
over the seat forward of the base-block; but 55
in a piano-stool a spring-back is essential, and
that feature is provided for mainly by means
of a base-block backed up by a spring, and
partly by an additional spring between the
back-pad and standard. o 60

It is to be understood that I néw make no
specific claim to any of the separate devices
now shown and. described, nor to any combi-
nations thereof, except they be constructed and

organized substantially as shown and de- 65
seribed, so as to serve their purpose in afford-
ing a reliable rigid or unyielding back-sup-
port for a person occupying a chair provided
therewith, and also so that the back-support-
ing pad can be located in various vertical 7o
planes between the front and rear edges of the
seaf. . . | -

A chair embodying my invention has a back-
rest pad pivoted to a standard, which i 1n turn
pivoted to the chair-seat, at the rear edge there- 75
of, and each of said pivotal connections 1S pro-.
vided with a clamping or locking device Dby
which the back-rest pad and the standard are
locked rigidly together and to the chair, atford-
ing as firm and reliable rearward support as
any good chair-back of ordinary construction,
and for affording extremes in adjustment the
standard and back-pad are vertically adjusta-
ble. - | -

- My improved chair enables a small child to
oracefully oceupy a fractional portion of the
seat, but to-nevertheless have a firm and com-
fortable rearward support, and by a variation
in adjustment it can be readily adapted for
use by a full-grown person, because the dis- go
tance between the front edge of the chair and
the vertical plane occupied by the back-pad
can be varied at will, and also because said

o

30

35

Dback-pad can be locdted near the surface of

the seat for a child, and properly elevated and 95

even rearwardly inclined for the largest per-

sons, and in both ecases the pad can be made

to conform to.the proper rearward inclination

of the body, because sald pad 1s pivotally

connected to the standard. | o
In the use of my chair by a lady, her dress

100

| will offer no obstruction to the proper contact
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of her back with the back-pad, and it there- [ d, Wlneh 1S tapped 1nto and through the hezwy
fore cannot prevent a comfortable rearward

support, because, although the sbat may be
fully O”Cllpled from front to rear, the back-pad

can be moved forward beyond, but above a
bustle, and caused to firmly bear against her
back without unduly crumpling or disarr ang-

~ing the skirts of her dress. y

IO

___15

My chair-seat is also capable of use as.a foot-

y stool, in which case the back-pad serves as a

seat for a small child, thus affording an extra-
ordinary elevation, as is sometimes desir able;
and said ba-ck-pad can also be covered with
drapery to serve as an elevated arm-rest or
standard for persons desiring piectures in a
standing . position, in which case the chair
proper serves as a4 mere base for the standard.

A fter a full description of several chairs and

- back-rests of varied construction embodying

. 20

25

~ tion, but embodying my invention.

30
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65

my 11nprovements my invention will be Specl-
fied in the claim hereunto annexed.

Referring to the two Sheets_ of drawings,
'Figure 1, Sheet 1, is a side view of a complete

“chair embodymo my improvements in their

preferred form. Fig. 2 is a’ rear view of the
chair, Fig. 1. FI'DS 3 and 4 are respectively
side and rear views of a portion of a chair, a
standard, and back-pad modified in construc-

0, and 7 are respectively a side view and cer-
tain details of a chair embodying my inven-
tion, illustrating another modification in con-
structmn of the Pconnectmns between the stand-
ard and the chair. Figs. 8 to 12, inclusive,
Sheet 2, illustrate my chair in its various ad-
_]ustments as 1f 1n actnal use, as will hereinat-
ter be fully desecribed.

The chair-seat A may be largely varied in
form and construction; but I prefer thatit have
a heavy rigid frame, ‘or that it be conmposed
of solid wood, so as to enable the back por-
tions to be 1ehably secured thereto by bolts
or screws. The legs of the chair may be also

varied in char acter; butthe chaar as a whole,

should be of Suﬂiclent size and strength to ac-
commodate persons of at least ordinary size
and weight.

Iwill mst describe the chair shown in I‘lﬂ's

1 and 2. An important feature is the pwotwl |

base-block, B, which in some form is always an
essential element in my chair. As shown In

Figs. 1 and 2, said base-block has an angle-
plate, ¢, for obtaining a firm' connection, by
means of. secrews or bolts, to the chair-seat A,

and integral with said angle-plate is a heavy
ear, b, having a bearing-face on one side there-
of, which is radially serrated, as at &'. =~
The back standard, C, as here shown, iscom-
posed of two flat bars or plates, ¢ ¢, corre-

spondingly slotted longitudinally. Thelower

plate, ¢, has a circular radially-serrated bear-

ing-surtace on one side, near ifs lower end,

which is coincident to the serrated face U of
the base-block ear b; and said plate has also
a hole 1n the center of itsserrated beari Img-sur-

tace, loosely occupied by astrong thumb-screw, | par ts, 1t IS here shown to be constructed in

A
KHigs., 5,

i
|

4
|

{reely slide therein.
e, 18 passed through the slot into the upper

ear b, from which description it will be readily

seen that the plate ¢ can be inclined forward

or backward and firmly clamped, the coinci- 70

dent serrations contributingto a firm and rigid
connection between said plate and the base-

block B. The upper plate, ¢, of the standard
has alongitudinal slot corr eSpondmg with that

1n the 1ower plate, ¢, and it has near its lower 75 .

end an integral Stud, ¢’, which projects later-

ally from one side thereof and occupies the

vertical slot in the lower plate, ¢, but can
A strong thumb-screw,

end of the lower plfbte ¢, as clearly shown.
As thus far (lescllbed it will be seen that

the back-rest standard can be vertically

lengthened and the two plates firmly clamped,

and that it can be tilted edgewise rearwardly,

Iike many back-rest standards as heretofore
constructed, and that it can also be tilted for-

ward,so as to overlie the seat of the chair and
be fir mly locked or clamped at any desired an-
gle, and this capacity in a back-rest pivoted
to the seat of a chair has never before been
provided for, as I believe, and such a construc-

‘tion as affords said novel capacity for forward

adjustment constitutes a cham('terlstlc feature
of my invention.

80

QO

95

~ The back-pad Dmay be Vauously construct-

ed as to material, form, and dimensions; but,
as a rule, it should not be large enough to be
visible from the front when the ¢hair 18 occu-

pied. It is, however, essential as a part of 100

my improvement thmt it be pivoted to the

standard C; but it is to be understood that I
| am aware that back- -pads have not only here-

tofore been pivoted to standards of some kind,

but that they have also been capable of a fixed
angular adjustment with relation to their
standards. ~As here shown, the arms 7 of the
back-pad branch from a circular plate, /', and
are integral therewith, and one face of said
plate 18 radially serrated for obtaining a good

bearing-contact with a similarly-serrated face

coincident therewith on the side of the upper
end of the standard C, the back-pad being
locked in position by the str ong thumb-screw
g, which freely passes through a hole in the

r standard and is tapped 1nto a holein the back-

pad . plate f’, as clearly indicated. In some

cases the locking device at the junction of the

back-pad arm and standard cgn be dispensed

~with without departing from my invention;

but 1n this case the top of the standard i1s pr of
erably curved forward zmd the back-pad hinged
directly thereto.

‘While I prefer the constructlon of the parts
as thus far described, I have illustrated in

Figs. 3 and 4 certain variations in construe--

tion which involve no departure from my in-
vention. The back-pad D and its connection
with the standard C, and also the pivotal base
B, are as before deseribed. Instead, however,
of having the standard C (3011&,1311161:6(1 1mn tw

Lt
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one piece, with parallel ribs on one side there- | shown in Fig. 1, and it will be readily ob-

of, and between which there is along slot, the
space between the ribs and on each side of
said slot serving as a bearing-surface for a
clamping-block, A, having & circular and ra-
dially-serrated bearing-face for the coincident
serrated face of the ear of the base-block.
The thumb-screw d passes loosely through the

vious that either of the modifications shown

‘might as well have been selected for that pur-

Pose.

In Fig. 8 the back-pad is depressed and ad-
vanced over the seat, affording proper depth
or space between the front edge of the seat
and the vertical plane occupied by the back-

clamping-block 7, as clearly indicated in sec- | pad to enable the child, as shown, to be com-

tion in Fig. 4, and is tapped into the ear of
the base-block, as before described, so that

- when said screw 1s tightly turned the stand-

L5

20

25

30
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40

45

ard is firmly clamped between the outer flange

of the screw and the clamping-block, and the |

latter 1s also tightly clamped against the ear,
thus providing for the vertical, the forward,

and the rearward adjustment of the standard,

and for firmly locking it in any desired posi-
tion of adjustment. |

With the two forms of pivotal connection
shown, at the junction of the standard with
the pivotal base, clamping-screws are shown,

and, as a rule, they are to be preferred to any

other variety of locking mechanism known to
me; but other means may be employed for
controlling the standard adjacent to the piv-

otal base without departure from my inven-

tion, and I haveillustrated 1n Figs. 5 to 7, In-
clusive, an arrangement of locking mechan-
ism which will serve a good purpose; and al-
though many other suitable contrivances might
be 1llustrated by me, they are deemed unnec-
essary for the purposes of this specification.
In this chair the standard C has its rear edge
angularly serrated or toothed, as shown. The
pivotal base-block has a slotted arm inclined
slightly npward, and atits outer end 1t 1s pro-
vided with a slotted ear for the reception of
the two pivoted pawls ¢, one above the other,
and each engaging with the teeth of the stand-
ard respectively above and below the arm of
the base-block. Xach pawl has a thumb-
piece at ¢, and a spring, k, 18 arranged to
bear against both pawls, and to cause their
ends to be forced forward against the stand-

~ard. A Dbolt, {, passes through the slotted

neck of the base, and, preferably, also through

~a rectangular block occupying the slot of the

%0

S35

60

is firmly held.

standard, and 1t serves as a pivotal bearing
for the standard and as an abutment between
which and the ends of the pawls the standard
The upper pawl resists rear-
ward pressure on the back-rest, and also pre-
vents 1t from falling downward through the
base-block; but the lower pawl is relied upon
for preventing the standard from falling for-
ward when inclined toward the front edge of

the chair, and it also prevents the standard

from being unduly lifted, and the two thumb-
pieces, when grasped by the hand, throw the
pawls free from the standard when the latter
is to be raised or inclined either to front or
rear. '

In illustrating the varied-use of my chairs,
in Iigs. 8 to 12, inclusive, 1 have, with one
exception, selected the preferred construction

o

——

]

present invention.
‘Thead-rests be applied to my back-pads, and
many of the well-known adjustable head-rests
may be used therewith. - |
-~ The importance of having

fortably seated, and to have a firm rearward

support. The use of some one of the well-
known vertically adjustable foot-rests will al-
ways be advisable for children. y
InFig. 9 the back-pad is elevated and slightly
inclined rearwardly to accommodate the man,
as shown; but it isto be understood that when
thus adjusted my chair resembles many prior
chairs containing a provision forrearward and
vertical adjustment of the back-rest. |
In Fig. 10 the back-pad is somewhat ele-
vated and advanced toward the front of the

70

75

S0

chair-seat, so as to properly support the back

of the lady, as shown, and also so as to amply
accommodate the bustle and dress below the
pad and staéndard; thus obviating the undue

crushing or rumpling of the dress, and pre-

venting the bustle and dress from obstructing

a comfortable contact of the back of the per-

son with the pad. .
In Fig. 11 the standard is in a-vertical po-

sition, the pad depressed, but turned upward
so as to occupy a horizontal plane for serving

1 ag an elevated seat for the child, as shown, the

chair-seat then serving as a footstool, thus

Q0

95

10G

enabling a child to be elevated for high-range

work with the camera, as is sometimes desira-

| ble. -

Tn Fig. 12 the back-pad, occupying a hori-
zontal plane, as in Fig. 11, is fully elevated,

and when covered with drapery, as shown, 1t-
serves as an arm-rest or standard for a per-

son in a standing position. .
In the use of my chairsit will be understood

that head-rests may be employed, as hereto-

105

110

fore, and that they in no matter pertain tomy..

1 deem it desirable that

a comparatively
light but rigid standard for the back-rest 18
obvious, and for that reason I prefer the use

of plates applied edgewise, as shown.
- It is to be understood that while I construct

11§

120

the entire chair substantially as shown, and

make the same a completed article of trade, 1
also make as aseparatearticle of salethe back-
rest embodying the pivotal base, the stand-
ard, and the back-pad, thus enabling any pur-

125

chaser to apply it to any seat which he may -

have or desire to constructin accordance with.
his particular desires. o |
Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
asnew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—
The combination, substantially as hereinbe-
fore described, of a chair-seat, a pivotal base-

.Igd
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block rigidly secured at the rear edge of said | the base-block, whereby the back pad can be 10
seat, a rigid back-supporting standard pivoted | located and rlgldly held in wvaried vertical
at said base-block, and united and combined | planes betweenthe front and rear edges of the
therewith and w1t11 the chailr, substantially as | seat and correslaondmgly depressed or ele-

5 described, to permitit to be Vertm“mllv adjusta- V‘Lted as set forth.

ble, and also angularly adjustable forward of o WM . 8. LISCOMB.
said base-block and overthe chair -seat, a back- Witnesses: | |
pad pivoted to said standard, and a lockmn PHILIP F. LARNER

device tor rigidly connecting the standard to HowELL BARTILE.

v
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