(No Model.)

J. HICKS,
RAT PROOF BUILDING.
No. 282,636, _ - Patented Aug. 7, 1883.

..,.
L

A |

N
¥
N

s
.‘ll
A 2
2

T FFTS T TFTTTFE BEFETIPIFIFIRTILIIFIERFTIENF FIFNFITTET I IFRST PHAIPITFII PRI FI T NNFIFSS FFT 7Tl
- 3 ﬂ -—
N Sl

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

T LR O, L R N R e W T T

e

A TIPS PP TIETTOTIIFIFII NI ITIIE YT TSTERIETII NS,

-

W

Fas R EE TR RES P d _-'m - &
SN [ N

CEUHNANIN G NN
_ R NN

NN

- ATTORNEYS.

N. PETERS, Photo-Lithographer, Washington, 0. C.




i

BT

10

)

20

2

30

. constructed I form an excavation around the

35

40

4

- UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFIce,

JOSHUA HICKS, OF SANDFORD, INDIANA.

~ RAT-PROOF BUILDING.

SPECIFIGATION formi:g'g part of Letters Patent No. 282,636, dated August 7, 1883,
| Application filed June 4, 1833, (No model.) '

To all whom it may concerns

Be 1t known that I, JosHUA HICKS, a Citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Sandford,
in the county of Vigo and State of Indiana,
have invented a new and useful Rat-Proof
Building, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had to the accompany-
Ing drawings. | o _

Thisinvention relates to rat-proof buildings:
and 1ts. object is to provide simple, inexpen-.
sive, and efficient means for preventing the
access of rats, mice, and other vermin into such
buildings as barns, out-buildings, corn-cribs,
and the like, and to effect the extermination
of the same should they endeavor to.secure
entrance into the same. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a building embodying my Improve-
ments. Fig. 2 isaverticalsectional view taken
through the same. |

Referring to the drawings, A designatesthe
buillding proper, which may be of the desired

construction, but is elevated upon a brick or !

stone foundation, B, extending entirely around
the building, and some distance above and be-
low the ground, as shown. In buildings of
this kind, where there is a simple foundation,
the rats will burrow under the foundation from
the surface of the ground outside and up un-
der the floor of the building. The rats always
burrow from the outside close to the founda-
tion,.-and to obviate this, after the building is

entire foundation, extending from the latter
about two feet, and having a depth of three
or four inches. This is filled with gravel, C,
preferably composed of both coarse and fine
qualities, and this gravel bed prevents the .
burrowing of the rats and serves to prevent
them from effecting an entrance under the
foundation. Suitableventilating-openings, D,
may be formed in the foundation; but these
are covered with a screen or metallic net-

upon the foundation, the

work, E, to bar the entrance.

Toprovide for the extermination of the rats, {

| should they come about the building, a long

tube, F, is preferably secured in the founda-
tion, and has an open mouth, G, but 1s closed
at 1ts rear end, H, as shown. The rats will
enter this tube, as it affords the only opening sc
through the foundation, when a Tod, I, 18
adapted to haveitshead J, which corresponds
in shape to the interior of the tube, inserted
at the mouth. ™The inner face of this head J
1s provided with projecting pins or prongs K, 5z
which, as the head follows up the rat, will kill
the animal and impale it, when as the rod is
withdrawn from the tube the rat will also be
carried out by the prongs. | ,
‘The operation and advantages of my inven- 6o
tion will be readily understood. It is very
simple and inexpensive, and can be readily
applied to infested buildings without chang-
Ing the construction of the same materially.
I claim as my invention— - ' |
1. The combination, with the building, of
the tube connected therewith, and- having the
open mouth and closed back, and the follow-
er-rod, having the head corresponding to the
interior of the tube, and provided with the 70
pins or prongs on its inner face, as and for the
purpose set forth. | |
2. The combination of the foundation, ex-
tending above and below the ground,and pro-
vided with the tube having the open mouth 75
and closed back wall, the structure mounted
gravel bed extend-
Ing from the foundation on all sides, and hav-
Ing a depth below the surface, and the follow-
er-rod carrying the head having the pins or 8o
prongs, and adapted to work in the tube, as

05

and for-the purpose set forth. -

~ In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own L have hereto affixed my signature
In presence of two witnesses. - -

JOSHUA HICKS.

Witnesses: -~
WM. MACEK,
W. A, Dox,
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