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e o @ZZ._'W;&O???{,i?ﬁf_may:f,c@nce?’n_-" R | the figures, A indicates the front of a build- =
- Beit knownthat T, CHARLES W. MiLLS, a | ing, having a window-frame; B, with gothic . =
o eitizen of the United States, residing at Phila- | upper portions, and a sill, b, as shown. .
- delphia, Pennsylvania, have invented new and | O designates the heads, having faces ¢ front- . N
-5 useful Improvements in Fire-Escapes,of which | ing each other, and ornamental ends ¢ ex- 55
the fOHOWiIlg_:iS:EB Spéﬁiﬁ_cation.d_f R tending outwardly therefrom. These orna-
My invention relates to an improved orna- | mental ends are preferably formed of struck- =~ =
~ mental fire-escape, the shell or case of which | up sheet metal properly sanded to represent: =

1B R adapted to be secured to a building as a: | stone. Between the faces ¢ is secured a bar,
.. 1o fixed part of the strt icture; and the movelty | D, to which is secured the upper end of a rope 60 - . .-
Sieooo - consists in the construction and arrangement | ladder, E, composed of the ropes ¢ and stiff T
© . ofparts, ashereinafter more fully set forth, and | rungs €. " To the lower end of this ladder T = o

. B8pecifically pointed out in. the claims. =~ 118 secured a weighted rope, I, which by its
.. The infs?ention-cons"ists,essentia,lly, In two or- | gravity will tend to hold the ladder in an ap-
15 namental semi - circular Or polygonal heads | right position, and by means of which thelad- 65
= having their faces turned in opposite direc- | der may be forced away from flames which ~ .
. tlons, and having ornamental ends. These | may issue from windows below.
- ends or projections are preferably formed of | Upon the bar D are secured handles d, for -~
L struck-up sheet metal properly sanded torep- the convenience of persons who desire to de- = .=
. =20 resent stone-work, or they may be made of | scend, and a similar hand-hold is secured to 70
. stone or other material. ~ Between the heads | the sill of the window. .~ Co e
. s secured a cylindrical bar, to which 18 secured | In connection with the gothic upper portion =
ST a rope ladder having stiff rungs and ‘conven- | of the window, the box holding or housing the - ST
. ient handles for the use of persons descending. ladder presents a very sightly appearance, and o
1 .,The'space-.betweenthe heads is sufficient. to the device adds greatly to the architectural 75
.. receive and house the ladder, and a sectional | beauty of the building. = R

. hinged cover is adapted to inclose the ladder | The sectional lid or cover H is hinged at 2, =

e T and be secured in a closed condition by means | and is secured by means ofa hook and cateh, .

.+ - ofahook and catch; - A weighted rope is at- |  Modifications in details of construction may .

~ w30 tached to the lower extremity of the latter, | be made without departing from the prin¢iple 8o

T

. which, being grasped by the spectators orfire- | or sacrificing the advantages of myinvention, -

. en, enables the ladder to be drawn outward the essential features of which lie in the orna-

. from the ‘building, or toward either side, to | mental shell or box in its relation to the con- —
.. protect the descending party or parties from | tour of the window-frame, and in theweighted - =
~ '35 the contact of flames issuing from the lower rope ¥, .~ T . 85
2o windows. The ornamental heads and sectional | T am aware that it is not broadly new with
© . lid or cover form a very Sightly appearance, | me to provide a fire-escape ladder adapted to =~~~
-and, being secured directly below the sill of | be housed in a box suspended beneath the sl
. the window, add to the architectural beauty | of a window; but such contrivances have gen- =~
- goofthebuilding. T gy been unsightly and tended to shock go
i The invention 18 fuily illustrated in the ac- | good taste, while the weighted rope hasnever =
. companying drawings, which form a part-of | been employed, to my knowledge. R
-"this'speciﬁeatipn,~-_and*in‘Which——; | Tt must be understood that the ornamental P
- Tigurelis a perspective view with the box ‘box or housing for the ladder is built perma- .
45 closed and the ladder housed;. Fig. '2, - a | nently in the masonry, and is therefore not 95 .
. front view, with the box open and the ladder | liable to displacement by wind, or from other .
oo extended; and Fig. 3, a cross-section through | cauge. -~ % 7 o
T the box closed. - =~ | WhatTIeclaim is—

Referring to the drawings, in Whiéhﬁsiiﬁilar-f' _ 1. A fire-escape composed of the fixed heads
letters of reference indieate like parts in all

"~ 50

'fbu'ilt as a permanent part of the building, with 1 o_c}; ) o




- guitable ornaments, a rigid bar, D, having its |

2

ends fixed to the heads, a flexible ladder com-
posed of rungs and ropes attached to the bar,
and a sectional jointed cover closely hinged to

5 the wall of the building, beneath the rigid bar,

10

and adapted to fold around and constitute a
bottom, side, and top, to furnish a housing In
conjunction with the fixed heads, with suitable
fastening devices for securing the free edge of

the sectional cover in its closed position, sub-

- stantially as described. --

- 2. A fire-escape composed of exteriorly-or-
namented heads C, built, as a permanent parg
of a-building, directly beneath a window-sill,
a rigid ladder-supporting bar, D, having 1ts

ends fixed to the heads, a rope ladder having

- one end secured to the rigid bar and its other

-end provided with aweighted rope, and a sec-

" 20

,. .25

‘tional jointed cover closely hinged to the wall
of the building, beneath the rigid ladder-sup-
porting bar, and adapted to fold around the
Jladder to constitute a bottom, side, and top, to

furnish ahousing in conjunction with the fixed.
ining the |

heads, and suitable means for con

sectional cover in its closed position, substan-
tially as described.
- 8. A fire-escape composed of two heads, C, |

S

. 982,351

built, as a permanent part of a building, di-
rectly beneath the window-sill, arigid bar, D,
having its ends fixed to the heads, and pro- 30
vided with a projecting handle to be grasped
by the hand, a flexible ladder composed ot
ropes and rungs, and having one end secured
to the rigid bar, and a sectional jointed cover
closely hinged to the wall of the building, un- 25

‘der thefixed heads, and adapted to fold around
to constitute a housing in conjunction with said
heads, substantially as shown and described.

4. The fire-escape herein described, consist-
ing of the ladder B, composed of ropes e and 40
stiff rungs €, and having weighted rope If, the

ornamental heads C, having faces ¢, the bar D,

having handles d, and the sectional lid or
cover H, having fastening devices 7/, all con-
structed, arranged, and combined to serve with 45

a window-frame, B b, as and for the purposes
set forth. :

~ Intestimony whereof Thave hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two subscribing wit-

NESSES. - |
| - CHAS. W. MILLS.
Witnesses: | S o
JAMES L. NORRIS,
J. A. RUTHERFORD.
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