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o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, THOMAS L. VOUGHT, of
Madelia, in the county of Watonwan and State
of anesota have invented a new and useful

5 Improvement in Presses for Cornstalks and

other Substances, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.
Reference i8 to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
1o in which similar letters of reference.indicate
~ 'COI‘I'ESPDndlllﬂ‘ parts in both the figures.
Figure 1 i8 a planview of myimprovement,
the cover being shown as raised into avertical
position. Fig.2 is a sectional elevation of the
same, taken through the line z x x, Fig. 1.
The especial object of this invention is to fa-
cilitate the compression of cornstalks, straw,
hay, and other combustlble substances into
bundles for fuel. |
20 The invention consists in the combination
- and arrangement. of parts, Substantlally as
hereinafter more fully set forth and claimed.
A is the frame, the upright bars of which
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project above the horizontal bars A’ to forma

box to receive the material to be compressed.
B is the cover, which is connected with the
upper ends of the outer rear uprights of the
frame A by hinges C. The cover B is formed

- of a board or frame having cross-bars B’ at-
30 tached to its lower side to form grooves or
- Spaces, through which cords can be passed for
-~ tying the bundles. |
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The rear side of the box 18 formed of a}

board, D, which rests against the upwardly-

pI’O_]eCtlIlb ends of the rear uprights of the
frame A, and 1s held in place by keepers E
attached to 15, and which receives the upper
ends of the mtermedlate uprights of the said
frame. The forward side of the box is formed
of a board, I, attached at the center of its
outer side to the inner end of a bar, 3, so that
the said board I will serve as a follower in
compressing the bundle. The inner sides of
the boards D I can have cross-bars or cleats
D’ F' respectively attached to them, to form
grooves or spaces to pass the cords through in
tying the bundles. The bar G passesthrough
a keeper, H, attached to the upper horizontal
bar, at the forward side of the frame A, and

35

40

43

50 18 provlded with braces I, attached to it and
to the end parts of the board F, to hold the.

| Said board F in position.

| ble substance to form a bundle 18 placed inthe
| press -box, the cover B is turned down and se- .

| The bar G rests and
slides upon a bar, J, rigidly attached at its
inner end. to the upper horizontal bar at the
forward side of the frame A.
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To the opposite sides of the outer end of the

‘bar J are attached the lower endsof twostand-

ards, K, which serve as guides to cause the
bar G £0 move forward and back 1n a straight
line.

To the uppel side of the follower-bar G is
attached, or upon it is formed, a ratchet-bar,
L, with the teeth of which eno ages the end of
a 1evel M, placed hetween the Stmldmds K.
The fulerum- -pin N of the lever M passes 6 5 -
through and works in short vertical slots O in
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| the standal ds K, so that the saidlever M will

have the play necessary to allow 1t to operate
the ratchet-bar L. 'With this construetion, by
operating the lever M, the bar G and board F 70
can be for ced forward to compress a bundle of
cornstalks or other material. 'The board F
and bar G are held in place,while the lever M
1s being swung back for another str oke, by a
pawl, P, pwoted to and between the standards 75
K, and which engages with the teeth of the
1atchet bar L, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

The cover D 1s held down, while the bundle
18 being pressed, by hooks Q, pivoted to the

frame A in such positions that when swung 8o

forward they will engage with the free edge of
the said cover, as shown in Fig. 2.

In using the press, a sufficient quantity of
the comstalks str aw, hay, or other combusti-
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cured by the hoolks Q, and the lever M 18 op-
erated to force the board F forward and com-
press the substance to the desired compactness.
The bundle 18 then tied with a sufficient num-
ber of cords, and the pressure upon it is re-
leased. The tied bundle 1s then pushed for-
ward, and 18 cut into such lengths as the size
of the fire-box of the stove or furnace inwhich
the fuel 18 to be burned may require, care be- g5
Ing taken to have at least one cord to each
1ength cut off from the bundle. The bundle
is cut by a knife, R, pivoted to the frame A in
such a position that it will cut the bundle as
1t projects from the end of the press-box. This
construction adapts the press to be used as a
straw-cutter for cutting hay and straw for feed.
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By turning the machine over, sothat the bars | projecting bar G, guided in keeper H and be-
J G will project upward vertically, and pro- | tween the parallel uprights or standards K,
viding it with the necessary appliances, the | affixed to a support, J, said bar G having a 15
said machine can be used as a cheese-press for | rack, L, the holding-pawl P, and the lever M,
5 expressing the juice of fruit and for other pur- | said lever having a vertical slot, O, to permit
poses. its fulerum to have play in operating the rack-
Having thus fully described my invention, I | bar with the follower, as shown and deseribed,
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters | and for the purpose set forth. ‘-

Patent— THOMAS L. VOUGHT.
10 In a press for cornstalks, &c., constructed, Witnesses:
cssentially, of the support A, the press-cham- F. L. JANES,

ber B D, and the follower I, withits forwardly- MARTIN BURKE.
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