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To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, VINCENT A. MENUEZ, &

citizen of the United »states, residing at Michi-

gan City, in the county of La Porte and State
of Tndiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Folding Tables; and 1 do

declare the following to be a full, clear, and

exact deseription of the invention, such aswill
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings, and
~to the letters and figures of reference marked |
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-

tiomn.

This. invention relates to improvements in
tables, having for its object to facilitate the
folding of the same for shipment or removal
from place to place; and it consists of a fixed
central section or piece, to which are secured
Jegs supported upon a common oot or sup-

port, preferably provided with casters, said | p

legs having cleats or bars, one being arranged
upon that side of its leg opposite to that side
upon which the other bar or cleat is arranged
upon its leg; the other two legs of the table,
there being four, having two leaves, one
hinged to each side of the fixed center piece,
said latter legs being hinged to the under
side of the center piece or section and to the
leg-connecting piece or foot of sald center

piece, so as to move or fold in opposite direc-

tions, substantially as hereinatter more fully

‘gset forth and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118

an end view, with one leaf folded or lowered, -

of my improved table. TFig. 2 is a side view,
also with one leaf lowered or folded, of the
same; and Fig. 3 is an enlarged detailed view
of the hinges of the folding legs, viewed from
the under side, the dotted lines representing
them in a folded position.

In carrying out my invention 1 empl()};r 2
central fixed section or piece, A, to the un-
der side of which are fastened the legs A/,

= united together at their upper ends by means
of the board «, which may have the form

of molding, said board being fastened to the
npper portions of the legs and to the center
piece or section, the lower
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being mortised into or secured to a common
support or foot, A% preferably provided with
casterd. Thelegs A’are bracedtogetherabout
at the middle by the cross-bar A’ the points
of conjunction between the legs and the cross-
brace A® and the foot A*being suitably braced,
as at e. Upon one side of one leg is secnred
the cleat or bar d, and upon the opposite side
of the other leg is secured a similar cleat or
bar, the purpose of which will be apparent
presently.

B B are two leaves hinged, one to each side
of the center piece, A, and supported upon
folding legs B’ B, consisting each of two up-

rights fastened to anupper and a lower cross-

piece, B? B?, hinged by means of curved plates
C, (see Fig. 3,) the plates of the lower cross-
pieces of the folding legs being pivoted to the
common foot A* of the legs of the center
piece, A, while the plates of the upper cross-
jeces are pivoted to the bottom of a slot, ¢,
in the board « of said center piece, said plates
being oppositely curved to enable the legs to
swing or open and close in opposite direc-
tions. The foot-pieces of the legs are pret

‘erably supplied with casters ¢. It will be

noticed that when the hinged legs are closed

or folded against the center leg, to allow the

leaves to fold down, as shown by thefolded one
in Figs. 1and 2, the said folded legs will stand
in the same plane with the cleats or bars d
where their leaves B are hooked, as at f, or
otherwise suitably secured in position, as seen
in Fie. 1, to protect them as against damage,
and from vibration when being removed or
shipped from place to place. )

" Mo the underneath pieces of the leaves B are
secured spring-catches ¢, which pass through
apertures ¢ in the upper cross-pieces, B, of

the legs B/, when the legs are swung outward.

to support the leaves, as seen 1n Fig. 2, to
prevent the accidental movement of the legs

when thus supporting the leaves. Knobsh

may be applied to the legs B to permit. thelr
ready and convenient movement by the hand.
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent— _ -
In a table, a top composed of the narrow

ends of said legs | center piece and leaves, as deseribed, 11 com-
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bination with its rlnld legs attached to the | be flush with the outer edge of the centr al

longitudinal center of the narrow ' center of |
the top, and having cleats or bars upon op-

- posite sides thereof, as described, and folding
5 legs arranged, as set forth, to swm in oppo-
site duecmons, and agmnst the sides of the

10

rigid legs opposite the cleats or bars, the
said cleats and folding legs being constr ucted
as described, whereby the _011te1 face of the

1egs when folded _ﬂlld the bars or cleats shall |

| portion of -the t0p? as. ::md f01 the purposes

set forth.

- Intestimony whereof I affix my sig na,tme i
p1 esence of two witnesses.

VINCENT A, MENUEZ.

VVltnesseS
- DANIEL W. Oooa
C. W. W’HEELER |
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