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To all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that I, RicHARD H. WADLOW,

of Atlanta, in the county of Fulton and State |

of Georgia, have invented anew and usefui Im-
provement in Shoes; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
deseription of the same. - |

My invention relates to the manufacture of

shoes, and has for its object economy in the

work and material and improvements in the
neatness of the shoe and in the avolding of
seams in any part of the foot. o .'

The invention relates more particularly to
that class of shoes in which both the vamp and
counter are made in one piece, with only a
single seam, and that at the central part of the
In these shoes and in all others, so far
as I am aware, heretofore made, they have
been so eut that ecrimping has been necessary
to greater or less extent, or force in lasting has
been used sufficient to strain and practically
crimp the leather when it was drawnover the
last. ' | | -
1 have aimed in making my improved shoe
so to cut the piece of leather and apply 1t to

the last that I form the vamp and counter 1n

one piece without seams, without erimping,
and fitting smoothly and easily over the last,

and fitting also easily and smoothly to the foot

when the shoe is thus made.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows the piece
forming the upper and counteras cut out ready
for the last. Fig. 2shows the flap, whichmay
be formed out of the piece cut from the space
A in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the
shoe. Fig. 4 is a front view of the shoe. Iig.

5 shows an extra or second flap, detached.
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In making my improved shoe I cut the
leather for the upper and counter in a single
piece, in the form shown at B in Fig. 1. It
will be observed that the parts which form the
heel are spread to a considerable width, and
that a large space, A, is left between the parts
which form the counter. Ordinarily, in cut-
ting the uppers and counters in one piece, In
making shoes in this way, the two extensions
which form the counter are made by @ single
central slit, instead of thelarge space A in my
improvement. In addition to this, 1 cut out

a narrow piece, a, extending centrally irom
the opening A toward the toe, for the purpose

1
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back.

hereinafter explained. This piecel placeup-
on the last, after wetting it, and it may, be
drawn over the last and secured by hand with-
out: the use of pinchers—that isto say, the formn
is snch that no erimping or undue strain 18
put uponany part of the leather. I first draw

! the leather over the ball and tack it down on

the last. The toeisthen turned up and drawn
1 then place the two thumbs, one on
each side of the small of the instep, and press
the flap inward over the last from the Instep
tothetoe. Thiswillthrow the leather smoothly
down upon the last and avoid all wrinkles.
In this way the shoe is lasted without strain-
ing the leather, and the leather will retain the

shape of the last. The sides are brought to-

oether in the rear to form the counter, and se-
cured in the usual way. The slit ¢ in the in-
step allows the heel parts tobe separated more
widely, and when they are brought together
upon the last the instep will be forced up, and
the leather, spreading at the slit, will conform
to the shape of the last without straining. 1
prefer to cut the forward end of the slit «
rounded, as shown, in order to avoid any tear-
ing ofthe leather. On thefront of the shoe, and
overthe space a, Istitch the flap C, which may
be cut from the leathertaken from the space A,
and afterward shaped according to the fancy.
It is stitched around the lower part, as at b b,
the upper part forming the flap proper. The
loose part of this flap may extend to any de-

| sired height, and be extended down over the
{ vamp to break the width of the foot.

If I de-
sire to make a high shoe, I add a piece, D,
forming the top of the quarter. - This extends
down on the inside of the counter, under the
insole, and forms a lining. Its front edge 18
shown at the dotted line d, Fig. 3, and 1t 18
stiteched, on the line ¢ ¢ of the same figure,
along the top of the counter. It requires no
stitching on the front edge, as it may be 1n one
piece, leaviug no seam whatever on the inside.
When the extension is applied to theshoe, the
flap C should be brought up approximately to
its upper edge, and this forms a complete shoe,
requiring only a suitable strap or fastening
over the front. TFor this purpose I apply the
straps e e, and I prefer the form of buckle
oranted me in Letters Patent of the United
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States on the 14th day of February, 1882; but




any other buckle or fastening may be used, if
preferred. ‘When this piece D is :a,pphed I

- perforate it with a series of holes, as shown in

IO
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Fig. 3, as I have found this to prevent the feet
from becoming cold or uncomfortably warm—
in fact, to be a perfect means of ventilation.
‘I’he holes, it will be mnoticed, are punched
around the ankle, which is thefirst part of the
foot to perspire, and the heat escaping through
the ventilating-holes, the other part of the foot
18 prevented from becoming moist, and conse-
quently 18 kept warm. The ventilation of the
shoe at thispoint, I find, tendsto keep the heat
of the feet at an even tempemture at all times.
As an additional extension for use, if it be de-
sired to extend the shoe higher, I use a supple-
mental flap, E. (Shown detachedin Fig. 5.) It
18 cut from a single piece formed with button-
holes f, which are fastened to buttons ¢ on the
extension D. DBy the use of this flap a high-
cut shoe may be obtained and all wrinkles in
the instep or bend of the foot avoided, and at
the same time ease is given to the bending of
the foot, and the ankle is well supported. The
shape of the part shown in Fig. 1 about the
slitted portion « allows the leather to run up
high enough on the instep to give firm support
and attachment for the flap, and holds it se-
curely against being pressed forward by the
foot. The flap prevents any spread of the
leather, and makes a secure piece of work.

Tt will be seen that my construction is

~adapted to three different heights of shoes. 1

those skilled in the art.

281,166

may give it the height afforded. by the piece
B without the extension D, still using the 35
flap C and the buckle or eqmvalent fastemng
With the same construction of the part B, 1

| may add the extension D, or, in addition to

that, I may add the extension K.

This shoe is intended to be used by any class 40
of persons, and may be made of any kind of
leather fbdapted for the purpose.
~ The shoe may be provided with a tlp and
finished off in any other manner known to

45
Having thus described my invention, what

1 elaim 18— |

1. Anupperand counter, B,for ashoe, formed
1n a single piece, having the space A and slit =~
a enlarged at its extreme end, of substantially 5o
the form shown, and adapted to be lasted up-
on the shoe in the manner described.

2. The combination, 1n a shoe, of the piece
B, flap C, and extension D, said extension

forming the inner lining of the counter, the 55

parts bemﬂ combined as Set torth.

3..The 00111]3111&131011 1n a shoe, of the piece
B, flap C, extension D, and ﬂ'm I6, all as set
f01 th. .

In testimony whereof Thave signed my name 60
to this specification in the presence of twosub-
scribing witnesses.

RICIIARD H. WADLOW.

Witnesses:

W. N. PACE,
- W. R. PERKINS.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

