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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, FRED P. THOMPSON, of
Fredericton, in the county of York, Province

of New Brunswick, and Dominion of Canada,
have invented certain new and usetul Improve-

ments in Sleigh-Shafts; and I dohereby declare

that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-

seription of the invention, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains

to make and use the same, reference being had.

to the accompanying drawings, which form a

part of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 i1s a top view of my improved
shifting sleigh-shaft when closed. Fig. 21s a
similar view of the same when extended.
Fig. 3 is an end view of the same, and Figs.
4 and 5 are top views of a modification of the

same. - a
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Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention has relation to sleigh-shafts;
and it consists in the improved construction

- and combination of parts of aset of sleigh-
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shafts which may be shifted to one side when
desired, allowing the horseto run in the track
made by one of the horses of a double team and

keeping the sleigh in the track, as will here- |

inafter be more fully deseribed and e¢laimed. -

Upon roads where double teams are used 1t
is usual to have the shafts of a sleigh for a sin-
ole horse placed somewhat to one side of the
sleigh, enabling the horse to travel in the
track made by one of the horses of a double

team, and af the same time keep the sleigh run-

ning in the track made by the preceding two-

- horse sleigh; but by that construction of shafts
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the horse is always obliged to be somewhat to

the side from the sleigh, whieh, if it after--

ward becomes necessary to drive the horse in
the middle of the track, throws the sleigh out

of the made track. 7To obviate this, and to

enable the shafts to be adjusted either straight

" in front of the sleigh ortotheside of it, I cut the
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panying drawings the manner will be plainly |

shafts in two parts at the place where the cross-
bar generally is, and connect the cut ends by
two cross-bars. By reference to the accom-

seen, the letters A A indieating the Inner
parts of the shafts, which are fastened to the
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sleigh; B, the cross-bar connecting them; C G,
the outer parts, and D the cross-bar connect-
ing them, upon which the single-tree E ispiv-
oted. The ends of the outer parts of the
shafts and the ends of the inner parts are bev-
eled or tongued and grooved correspondingly,
so as to connect them more perfectly when
closed. Twosetsof metal arms, Fy arepivoted
in pairs upon the upperand under sides of the
cross-bar B at one end and of D at the other

| end, in such a manner that when the cross-

bars are brought close together the outer and
inner portions of the shafts are in line, while

as they are separated the outer portion of the

shafts will be brought to one side. The Inner
ends of the arms F have two projections, &rand
H, the facing edges of which have notches 1

upon the cross-bars. These latches consist of
two slotted plates, M, sliding upon pins N up-
on the front side of cross-bar D and rear side
of eross-bar B, and are connected by a rod, O.
These plates M have each two cross-arms or
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| and J, which engage sliding latches K and L
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lugs projecting above and below the side of

the cross-bar, and engage the notches I and J.

Springs P are fastened upon the shaits at
one end and bear with their free ends against
the latches nearest to them, which operate the
other latches through rods O, so that they will
snap into the notches I and J, the latches L
engaging notches I when the shafts are closed,
while the latches K engage notches J when the

| shafts are extended. - It will be seen that in

this manner the shafts may be shifted 1n a mo-

75

30

ment of time, and that when shifting the shafts

to the side they are moved forward sufficiently
to obviate the necessity of lengthening the
traces to bring the horse far enough from the
sleigh, so that the runner shall not interfere
with the action of the horse. | |

~ In Figs. 4 and 5 a modification is shown, in

which the cross-bars slide upon each other and

are tongued and grooved to keep them in true
position to each other, while two set-screws,
Q, projecting into two metallic stirrups or
bails clasping the two cross-bars, allow the
shafts to be slid to one side when they are
loosened and hold them firmly together when
fastened.
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‘Having thus deserlbed my invention, I claim | tions G and Hjy notches I and J, fmd pivoted

and desue to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

The combination of the inner portions, A, of
the shafts, connected by cross-bar B, hzwlnﬂ
sliding latches K K, connected by rod O and
0pemted by spring P outer portions, C, of the
shafts, connected by cross-bar D, hfwmg slid-
ing latches L, connected by rod O and oper-

IO &teﬂ by Spl‘ing P, and arms I, having projec-

upon the cr 0SS- bars, as and for ‘the purpose
shown and set forth. g}
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

in presence of two witnesses. -
FRED PEMBERTON THOMPSON

\V1tnesses: |
JOHN MOON,

W. WILSON.

' my own I have hereunto affixed my signature 15
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