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To aZZ w?’mm it mai concerm :

Be it known that I, BARUCH BLOCH, a (31131— |

zen of the French Repubhc, residing at Paris,
France, have invented certain Improvements
in Smmmers Foot-Paddles, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My mventlon relates to that class of devices
| be able to St:zmd erect and walk.

for aiding swimmers which comprise a sole-
piece to be secured to the foot, and two flaps
or wings hinged thereto and md&pted to extend

themselves when the foot is pushed back 1
I provide such a device with !
means for securing the wings in their extended |

swimming.

PpOoSitions, whereby the wearer can rise to his
teet and walk conveniently on the shore or the
deck of a vessel.

In the drawings which serve to illustrate
my invention, Plﬂ‘III‘E:S 1, 2, and 3 are perspec-
tive views 111118’(1*&13111& my foot-paddle orswim

ming device, Ifig. 1 showmﬂ the device as 1t

appears w hen the wearer 18 sta,ndmo or walk-

ing, Fig. 2 its appearance when the swimmer
is pushing back his foof in the water, and Fig.

3 its appearance when theswiminer is drawing
in his foot. Figs. 4 and 5 are rear elevations,
on a larger seale showing, respectively, the
wings or ﬁaps extended and collapsed. Fig.

6 is an enlarged view of the wedge for holdmg
the flaps extended and Fig. 7 18 s the preferred
form of hinge for hinging the flaps to the sole-

piece. -
A is the sole-piece, which 1s shown as rect-

- angular in form, although this 18 not neces-

sary. B isthe buskin attached thereto, and
C C are the wings or flaps. These are hinged
at their edges to the sole- -piece, prefemblv by

a hinge similar to that shown in Fig. 7, al-

tht}uﬂh a leather, canvas, or other hinge might

be used. The hmged edges of the ﬂaps are
beveled, as shown, in order that in folding
back, as in Figs. 5 and 5
tog ether Gtherwme the water could not readily

, they may not come

take between them and spread them in swim-
ming. When folded back, as shown, 1t 1s de-

s1g ned that these flaps shall be entlreh behind 45

the sole-piece, SO as not to offer any resistance
to the water in drawing in the foot. When
the swimmer comes out on land, or before he
enters the water, it 18 necessary th‘Lt he should
The hinged
flaps or wings would prevent this 1f means
were not provided for securing them in their
extended position. To effect this locking of
the wings, I bevel their hinged edges, as De-
fore Stateﬁl and when they are extended this
leaves a dovetail groove or space between
them.  Into this space the wearer mserts &
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| beveled wedge or key, ¢, which may be tied

to the ankle lw a string, s0as to be always con-

venient. Other means may be employed to
keep the flaps or wings extended—as, for ex-
&mple a hook pwoted to the edgeore end of the
sole-piece to engage an eye on {he flap.

Having ﬂm% described my invention, 1
claim—

1. The combination, with the qgle -piece and
the wings or flaps hmmed thereto, of a wedge,
or its substantial equwmlent for holding the
wings extended, whereby the wearer 1s enabled
to rise on s teet and walk, substantially as
set forth. |

2. Thecombination, with the sole-piece and

| the wings or flaps hmﬂ*ed thereto and provided
with beveled inner edﬂ*esl as shown, of the key

or wedge «, for 100]111:19 the wings in their ex-
tended ; posﬂrwn substantmlly as set forth.

In witness Whereof T have hereunfo signed
my name in the presence of two Subserlbmg
witnesses. -

BARUCH BLOCH.

Witnesses:
N. MAUR,
(. CHAPINS.
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