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To a,ZZ whom it may concermn:
Beit known that I, JOoHN GOWDEY, of J &neb-

ville, in the, county of Rock, and in the Statée

of Wisconsin, have mvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fire-Hscapes; and 1
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof

My invention relates to that class of fire-es-
capes which constitute in part permanent fix-
tures upon the building; and it consists 1n cer-
tain peculiarities of construction, as will be
more tully pointed out hereinafter.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a por-.
tion of a buﬂdmg Wlth my device attached

thereto; and Fig. 2 is a side view of my de-
vice, showmn* also the means of supporting the

| track and Seeurnw 1t to the walls of the bmld
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ing.
A represents the we]]s' Of a building, and B
is the main track or rail, supported near the

“roof of the building by the brackets C at in-
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tervals, preferably about 1111dway between the
Vertlea,l line of the windows in said wall. The
shanks of these brackets extend through-the

wall, and are securely bolted to the inside, as

shown. Uponthisrail rest the grooved wh eele

of the earriage I, and above the rail is the con-

tinuous ]_3)1‘013601301‘ D, likewise sustained by
bracket-rods d, whosge inner ends Pass through

the wall, and are securely bolted thereto in |

the same way that the brackets C are secured,

“while braces ¢ extend at an angle between the

partsdand C, and serve toincrease the strength
and power to resist strain of the latter. From
the under side of the said brackets C, and a
few inches out from the wall, the vertleal rods
E extend nearly or quite to. the ground, and

are preferably ‘provided with the hand knobsﬂ

or collars e at 1intervals, as shown,
The carriage F is an Opeu frame of U ehape
11 freut the arms of which extend back and

then down to prevent the detachment of the

N

carriage from the track, as shown, and be- |

tween the front and rear portions of each of
these arms is journaled a wheel or pulley, G,

orooved so as to ride upon the track B. |
- Near the lower part of the U-frame of the
carriage are projecting lugs or bearings for
the journals of a grooved 'pu]ley, H, and di-
rectly above are sunllar bearings for the trun-
nions of an eccentric, I, demgned to aet as a
~ brake, as heremefter deserlbed
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of 1ce, snow, icicles, &c.
guards the car 1"1fwe F and its etta,ehments

A cross-piece, f, between the arms of the
carriage-frame serves as the seat, to which is~

secured one end of a stiff spring, K, whose

free end bears upon the eccentri ic I, and one

of the trunnions of said eccentric has a crank-
arm, i, rigid therewith and extending inward,

to the extleme end of which is attaehed the |
rope L for releasing said eccentric from con-
“taet with the pulley H. |

M is a bucket or basket suspended by the

| endless rope N, which is attached to the bail of
‘said bucket, emd which moves in the groove .

-1n the 1"011e1' H.
 The track' B extends entllely around the

| bm]dmﬂ if isolated,

or around the corner if

it 1s a corner bm]dmg, so that the carriage

F can be pulled by means of the rope N toany
point on said track, and when the pulley His

released from the eccentric the basket M can
be raised or lowered so as to be in front of or
beneath any window, and then when it is at

| the required point it will be kept stationary

there by the eccentric I, aided by the force of
the spring K, while bV merely puliing the
rope L, w hich frees the eccentric I, the pul-
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ley H will be allowed to turn fr eely and the

rope N can be moved so asto carry the basket -

~up or down to any other point, and then when
the rope L 18 again released the eccentrie T

will again be eutonmtmelly forced down upon
the pulley H, thus preventing the rotation of
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said pulley, as well . as guarding against the

slipping of the rope N by direct pressure there- -

on, the spring being strong enough to over-
come the weight of “the bucket or basket and
keep the eccentne down against the pulley H
until again released by pulling on the rope L.

By reason of attaching the other end of the
| rope N to the bail of fhe basket, - this part of

the rope operates as a guy-rope, by means of

which the basket cain.be swung out around

balconies, signs, or othexn obstacles projecting

from the walls of the bm]dlug, and firemen
can thus be drawn to any window or part of

the building with the hose, besidessaving per-
sons from the building. -
The protector D, bem'D ‘L]_Je]‘]]]’LllG‘l]t fzrrauge-
ment, serves to Leep the track B always clear
, in winter, and also

from injury.
Haviig thus deseribed my 111ve11t1011 what 1
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claim as new, and desue to secure bV Letters
Patent, is—

1. The cmnbnmtlon with a 1&111ng or track
extending around a buﬂdmg, supported tfrom
below by brackets secured to the wall, of a
carriage and pulleys for suspending a basket

and a StOp arranged upon the carriage for pre-
venting the falling of the basket and keeping

1t stationary at any desired elevation, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. In combindtion with the track B,extend-

ing around a building, the brackets C, secured

to the wall at inter vaﬂs and suppor tmﬂ said
track, and the vertical rods E, extendmn from |
the 1)1 ackets downward to or near the gr ound
substantially as set forth.

3. In combination with the t1 ack B and its
supporting b] ackets C, the pr otector D, cov-
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ering the said track, and secured to the wallg
by rods d, connected by braces ¢ to the said 20
brackets, substantmlly as set forth. |

4. Tn combination with the track B3, the car-
riage I &+ G, supported thereon, c“ulymﬂ the
ﬂlooved pulley H, spring K, and eccentric 1,
the latter having crank-ar m t,rigidly secur ed 2 5
to one of its 11g1d trunnions, and the ropes N
and L, substantially as set forth.

In testlmony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, on this 26th day
of January, 1883, in the 1)1 esence of two w1t 30
| nesses.

- JOHN GOVVDEY.

Witnesses:
8. 8. STOUT,
- ADOLPH L. KLEIN.
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