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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JOHN BRAY a citizen

I

strands of yarn; or the twisted paper strands .
may be woven or knit with some suitable ani-

of the United States, 1esuilmg ab the city of | mal or Vegetab]e matter, the strips of twisted

invented certain new and useful Impr ovem ents
in Mattings or Carpets for Floor-Coverings, of
which the following is a full, elem and exact
description. |

This invention has for its ob_] ect to pmmde
a novel, efficient, durable, and less expensive
nmtting or carpet for covering floors; and to
these ends my invention consists, essentially,

in a floor-covering composed of a fabrie woven
~or knit from strands or threads of paper in |

such manner that when laid upon a floor it will
serve all the purposes of ordinary straw mat-

~ ting or textile carpets, and can be cleansed by

“washing when such becomes necessary or de-
sirable. | -- |
In carrying my invention into effect 1 use
any kind of strong paper, and cut or form it
into strips of the required or suitable size, and
then twist or spin the strips into strands or
threads. If afine texture is desired, the strips
are made smaller than where a eomse texture
is preferved; but in either event the twisted
or spun str ands or threads are woven or knit
into a fabrie by any of the well-known meth-
ods pmetleed in weaving or knitting textile

- 30 material.  Before or aft_el ........ the. paper strands

................

or threads are woven or knit into the nmttmo *

or carpet the paper may be rendered Wate]:

proof by saturation or impregnation with any

known waterproofing material; or i1t may be

otherwise chemically treated i1n order to

strengthen it and permit the use of water or
~other cleansing fluid in washing . the. floor-
covering when desired to cleanse the same and
free it from dirt or stains, and it may also be
treated with carbolic acid or other mater 1a,1 to
prevent the ravages of insects.
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‘While I prefer to waterproof the papel I
do not desire to confine myself thereto, as in.

practice I find that if the strips of papel are

45 properly and tightly twisted or spun into

strands. or threads and closely woven or knit

the fabric ecan be subjected: to a moderate
amount of washing without liability of injur-
~ing the samé. The strips of paper may be

‘Washington and Distriet of Columbia, have |

)
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- 50 for med very narrow and spun or twmted with |

animal or veg et&ble matter forming the warp

used.

paper forming the war p or the woof and the .
29
orthe woof, as sdesired. Ialso use paper strands

or threads produced from differently-colored
paper, and produce a variety of designs in the

'-_fbeuc during the process of weaving or knit-.

ting, as well as the various designs that are
produced -in ordinary tapestry; and 1 also
weave or knit the fabrie into any determined
dimensions to be fitted to the floor of an apart- -
ment, so that the floor-covering W ill be in a
smﬂle plece.

T prefer to use paper which is produced from
what is known as the *‘ palmetto-leat,’’ as such

60

is strong and durable; but it is obvious that

paper pr roduced from 0t11e1 substances can be
70

"By my invention I produece a matting or
carpet for covering the floors of apar tments '
which is strong, dur able, and much cheaper
of produetion than the ordinary matting now
imported in such vast quantities, and the wear- 75
ing qualities of which are such that it is sel-
doin used more than one season, |

I am aware that a coarse open- -meghed fab-
rie for roofing purposes has been made of pa-
per strands, the meshes being open to receive 8o
and retain an outer covering or layer of cem-
ent; but such is not. my 1111?611131011; and 1s not
clmmed by me.

Having thus desm 1bed my inyvention, what
I claim is—

1. A matting or carpet for covering floors,
composed of a woven or knit fabrie made from
strands or threads of paper, substanha]ly as
and for the purposes descr ibed.

2. A matting or carpet for covering floors, go
composed of a woven or knit fabric in which
the warp or the woot is made of twisted strands

35

~of paper and the warp or the woof of animal

or vegetable fiber, substantially as set forth.
In testimony Whel eof T affix my signaturein 9 5

presence of two w1tnesqes

- d OHN BRAY.
Witnesses: |
JOHN C. COX

J W ROGER
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