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o all whom it may concern. -
Be it known that I, ANDREW S. SOUTH-
WICK, of Providence, in the State of Rhode Isl-
~ and, haveinvented an Improvement in Chain
| 5 Bracelets, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. |
- My invention relates to that class of chain
bracelets which areformed of a series of alter-
nating rows of links; and it consists in the
- Io combination of an extensible chain - holding
- slide with means for locking or otherwise fast-
ening the chain-holding slide to the ornamental
front of the clasp of the bracelet, whereby the
~unfastened slide may be drawn for a Imited
distance from the ornamental front for the pur-
pose of pulling the loose end of the chain
throughthe clasp-box, and a reverse movement
~of the slide will cause the sameto become fast-
ened to the ornamental front portion of the
clasp, and at the same time secure the loose
end of the chain in its proper position for hold-
~ Ing the bracelet securely on the wrist of the
. 'wearer.
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Heretofore the box for holdingﬂ one end df the |

chain,and through which the loose end was to
be passed, has been so constructed as to pre-
serve a uniform relation to the ‘ornamental
front portion of the clasp, and-a piece of cork
- has been placed in one side of the box,to hold
30 the chain by means of the friction thus pro-
duced between the adjoining surface of the cork
and chain; but after a time the cork becomes
worn or indented by the chain,which is drawn
under constant pressure over the surface of the
cork, and ceases to operate satisfactorily.
My improved chain-holding slide, by means
of which the opening may be increased for the
purpose of moving the loose end of the chain
through the box, freed from pressure, and by
> means of which, after the proper adjustment
of the chain, it may be fastened securely in
proper position, constitutes a highly - desir-
- able improvement in this class of bracelets, by
means of which the convenience and durabil-
ity of the bracelet are greatly ificreased. |
Figure 1 represents an edge view of the
chain bracelet. Fig. 2 is a section of the clasp
11 its closed condition,taken longitudinally of
~the bracelet. Fig. 8is a similar section,show-
50 ing the slide of the clasp drawn back to allow
- the proper movement of the chain throughthe
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| operated push-bars and the notched posts.
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| box. Fig.4is a longitudinal section of the
slide of the clasp. Fig. 5 is a similar section
of the slotted guide-piece of the clasp. - Kig.
6 1s a section of the clasp, taken transversely ss
| of the bracelet. _ ' .

In the drawings, A isthe bracelet-chain,one
end of which is secured within the outer slid-
ing portion, b, of the clasp-box B by means of
the wire a, which passes through the end links 60
of the bracelet-chain and through opposite
slots ¢, made in the sides of the interior guide-
piece, d, of the clasp-box. The slide b is Pro-
vided with an end piece, ¢, serving to cover
the end of the chain A and present a suitable
- external finish. Within the closed chamber %
of the clasp are placed the spring-operated
push-bars D D, provided with the holes 7,
adapted to receive the ends of the posts g 9,
‘which are attached to the opposite sides of the 70
slided, and provided with the notches 7, adapt-
ed for engagement with the inner sides of the
holes fof the push-bars, and thespring Eserves
to force the push-bars D outward to lock the -
slide & to the ornamental front C of the clasp. 73
The internal guide-piece, d, is madein LI form =
and soldered to the back plate, k, as shown in
Fig. 6, and provided with the opposite slots, ¢
¢, through which -the chain-holding wire is
made to pass, so as to limit the movement of 8¢
the slide b from the front C of the clasp. To
about the middle of the inner side of the LI-
formed guide-piece d are attached the pointed
studs 44, which, when the slide & is locked to
the front C by the push-bars, serve to secure 8 5
| the loose vnd of the chain A by entering be-
tween the links of the same; but a piece of
cork or other frictional means may take the
place of the studs ¢, the movement of the slide
¢, from its opened to its locking position, serv- go
Ing to press the cork firmly against the adjoin-
ing surface of the chain. - : -

A frictional fastening device may be advan-
tageously employed for securing the slide to
‘the front C of the clasp,instead of the spring-
1
do not, therefore, limit my invention to the em-
ployment of the push - bar locking device
shown in the drawings in connection with the
~chain-holding slide, since the gist of my inven-
‘tlon consists in a chain-holding slide adapted
for a limited movement from its point of fast-
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ening to the front portion of the clasp, wherehy
the opening provided for the loose end of the

~ chain may be increased or diminished as re-

gquired.

-

"5 My improved slide may also be employed 1n
bracelets made of woven or braided wire, In
‘which the cork frictional surface has hereto- ;-

fore been employed for the clasp.
I claim as my invention—

10 1. In a chain bracelet, the combination of

" the chain-holding slide adapted for a limited
~ sliding movement to and from the front por-
" tion of the clasp, the chain attached at one end
 to the slide, and means for fastening the mova-

15 ble slide to the front portion of the clasp for |

securely holding the lapped ends of the chain,
substantially as described. -
2. In a chain bracelet, the combination of

- the chain-holding slide adapted for a limited
20 sliding movement to and from the front por-

tion of the clasp, the chain attached at one end
to the slide, means for fastening the movable
slide to the front portion of the clasp, and the
studs projecting within the clasp for engage-
ment with the links of the chain, substantially 25
as described. ~ - -

3. In a chain bracelet, the combination of

the chain-holding slide provided with the

notched posts and adapted for a limited slid-
ing movement to and from the front portion of 30
the clasp, the chain attached at one end to the
slide, the studs projecting within the clasp for
engagement with the links of the chain, with
the push-bar, and the spring for operating the
same, substantially as deseribed.

ANDREW 8. SOUTHWICK.

Witnesses: _
- JEssE D. COTTRELL,
- SOCRATES SCHOLFIELD.
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