(No Model.)

J. RATH. _
Sl AN OPENER. o
~ No. 280,241, o Patented June 26, 1883.

—"

-

o I
- 1

g 1
- '.l

15 Ry

. . : il

HIN - . | . _ 1
. - -

I o . : mll

I - _ _ |

— Y it ssses. — - — _E‘:LrEnfm.r': —_—

Ao P Eomrcticar L g Tt -
HoGoened F O,




.....

. JOSEPH RATH, OF COLUMBUS,.

OHIO. |

 CAN-QPENER.

Yy

EOIFICATION formmﬂ- part of Letters Patent No. 280,241, da,ted June
| Apphcatmn ﬁled Maj' 12, 1883. | |

26, 1883,

(No model.)

To all w?wm zt nmaiy CONCEPTL ;
Be it known that I, JOSEPH RATH of Co

lumbus, in the county of Franklin and State
of Ohlo have invented certain new and useful

Impr ovements in Can- Openers; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, Such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which it per-

- tains to make and use it, reference being had
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to the accompanying dmwnws whwh form
part of this specification. _

My invention relates to an 11111)1 ovement in
can-openers; and it consists, first, in the com-

. bination of a Smt&ble handle Wlth an extensi-

ble rod having a point and shoulder formed

upon 1ts outel end; second, in the combina-

tion of the handle and extenmble rod and two

 friction- rollers, which are placed at right an-

~ gles to each ot]lel and a set-screw for holding
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the rod in posmon as will be more-tully de-

‘sceribed hereinafter.

The object of my invention is to p1 ovide a

can-opener which can be used for cutting the

tops out of cir cular cans of any size, and whlch

is also adapted for cutting square holes in cans

of an angular shape.
Figures 1 and 2 are side elevations of my

| 1nvent1011 taken from opposite sides, one of

which shows the rod extended and the other
nearly closed. Fig. 3 i3 an inverted view,
showing the rod extendeél and the parts in
position to be used for cutting a square hole.

A represents a suitable handle, which may

‘either be made tubular or as here shown, and

which is provided with the two prongs B at

~ handle is made a suitable opening, through
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which the extensible rod Cis passed, and Whleh
rod is held in any desired position by means
of the set-screw D, which passes down through
the end of the handle and bears against the
top of the rod. In order to prevent this rod
from turning around in the handle, so as. to

- get the: pomt out of position for use the top

of this rod is preferably flattened, so that the
rod cannot be turned around in its beari Ings

“unlessthe set-screw is moved back farther than
is necessary. The outer end of the rodis pro-

its inner end. Through the inner end of this |

i

‘binding as possible.
the top of the can and prevents the cutter

of penetrating the cover of the can, and jﬁSt
back of this sharp point any suitable distance
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are formed shoulders F, to prevent the 1)011113 |

from passing In t00 far

- Pivoted in between the pmnus which are

formed upon the front end of the handle is
the concavo-convex cutter G and the friction-
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roller H. DBoth of these parts are placed upon .

the same pivot; but the diameter of the roller

is as much less than that of the cutter as 1t 1s

desired that the edge of the cutter shall pene-
trate the cover of the can.” 'This cutter is made
convex upon its inner side and concave upon

cover of the can with as little friction and
The roller H rests upon

from sinking in too far, and at the same time
serves to enable the paa ts to move ar ound

freely and easily."

- Projecting horizontally out from one of the
projections B upon theinner end of the handle
is a stud or projection, I, upon which 1s placed

a second friction- 1011@1 J. This roller 'J is

_about the same dlametel as the one H, but 18

placed at right angles thereto, at a suitable dis-
tance above it, as shown.
brought into opel ation while a eircular open-

ing is being cut in the top of the can, but is
used only: When a Square hole 1s to be cut.
‘When a square hole is to be cut, the rod C is

extended outward far enough to f01111 a second
handle, and then the euttel is turned upon

this mde, as shown in Fig. 3. This friction-

roller J thén serves to catch against the outer
side or edge of the can, so as to serve as a guide

| whilethe cutteris dmwn straight across. Whlle
-this square hole 1s being cut the handle A.is

held i one hand and the rod C in the other,

cause the cutter to cut through the can. As
the friction-roller J serves as a guide to keep
the cutter straight, the -hole cut in the top of

which may be of any angular shape. A circu-

| lar hole may be cut in a wound can in the same
| manner; but it is much easier toforce the sharp
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1its outer side, so that it will cut through the
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This roller J 18 not
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| and sufficient pressure is exerted downward to

Q0

the can will confmm to the shape of the can,
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point of the rod C through the center of the
vided Wlth the sharp point L, for the purpose top of the can, then adJ'ut:t the cutter so as to -
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pass around any desired distance from the edge

_of the can, and then move the cutter aro und
- when the pﬂu‘ts then guide themselves.
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Hm*mcr thus deseubed my invention, [

claim— |
1. In a can- openel the conibination of the

‘handle with an e*c:tenmble rod and a set-serew,
~ the end of the rod being made sharp- 1}011&0(1- |

and provi ded with shoulders s, substantially as
shown.

9. The combination, in a can-opener, of the
lmndle, an extensible 10(1 and a set-screw for

-holding the rod in 1)051131011 with a cutter and

Q irlctwn roller placed back of the cutter, sub-
stantially as desci 1bed |

3. In a can-opener,

and the two friction-
vollers H J, placed at an angle and out of line

with each othel substmltmlly as Shown and

deseribed.,

In testimony wher e()f 1 fo"m my signature in

presence of two witnesses.

..

JOSEPH RATH.

Witnesses: -
- J. V. g D3
J. S GOLD

the combination of a
handle having the projections B, an extensible

rod, and a Set screw for:holding the rodin po-
8itlon, with the cutter
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