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To all whom ¢ m@y canéerﬂ:
Be it known that I, ABRAM

citizen of the United States, residing In the | more,

city and county of Philadelphia, State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and usefu!
Improvement in Ladies’ Dresses, which Im-
provement is fully set"forth in the following
specification and accompanying drawings, 1
which— | P -

Figure 1 is a horizontal section of the por-
tion of a lady’s dress embodylng my invention.
Tig. 2 is a vertical section thereof In line z x,
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a vertical section thereof in
line y ¥, Fig. 2, the springs employed being
shown bowed. Fig. 418 a horizontal section
in line z #, Fig. 3; and Fig. 5 is a view of one
of the springs somewhat lengthened.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several fioures.
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employment of a bustle, whereby advantages
are derived, as will be hereinafter fully set
o5 Referring to the drawings, A represents the
skirt of a lady’s dress, on the inner face of the

rear of which are formed or connected horizon-:

~ tally-arranged pockets B, in each of which 18
placed a strip, C, of highly-elastic steel or
90 other suitable material, which strips, in their
‘normal positions,
rection, as shown

in Figs. 1 and 2. To the

opposite ends of each strip or spring C are se-.

with hooks and eyes or other
appear on the inside of the
gkirt A, and are there readily accessible.
'When the skirt is not worn, the fastenings 0 of
each strip are disconnected, so that the springs
extend In a right-lined direction; but when
the skirt is to be worn, the ends of the springs
are brought together and secured, thus bend-
ing or bowing the springs and throwing out

cured straps a,

35 fastenings, b, which
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" the rear of the skirt with the effects of a bustle |
at the places where the springs are applied, it |

being evident that the number of springs may

45

" be varied relatively to the requirements of |

and train skirts, and fashion gen-
from my invention,
most plainly illus-

short, long,
-erally, without departing
| the form of parts being
so trated in Fig. 4. S
.- In practice the pockets B are formed in the
lining of the skirt, and thus, with the springs,

" constitute fixtures of the skirt, whereby, while

. I produce all of the effects
55 the weight, inconvenience,

of a bustle, I avoid
and annoyances of

" My invention consist of a lady’s dress adapt--
ed t0 have the effects of a bustle without the

| maining springs or other portions of the skirt.
extend in a right-lined di- |

!

: ‘a separate bustle,
C. HERTS, a | losing and misplacing

‘tion, either spring

sisting of springs which are

substantially as and

and obviate the danger of
such article. Further-
the springs may beset nearer to or farther
from each other, as desired, and regulated 1n
number, aceording to requirements, design, or 60
taste, by properly constructing the pockets,
and then inserting or removing springs, as
occasion demands.  Again, the extent of bow-
ing may be adjusted by the length of the tapes

or straps @ or fastenings b, thus increasing or 65
decreasing thebend of the springs, and should

a spring break, it may be conveniently dis-
placed and replaced. When the ends of the
springs are disconnected and the springs as-
<ume their normal straight or right-line form, 7¢
the garment may be readily folded or bundled

withoutinterference of the springs orthe neces-

sity of removal of the same.” |

The pockets B may be formed on the inner
face of the fabric of the skirt, or, as shown in 7¢
the drawings, and, as heretotore stated, on the
lining thereof; or the springs may be incased
in pockets sewed to the skirt or lining, the

| tapes or straps e being attached to the ends of

the pockets, and made preferably of elastic 3¢
material, 8o as to increase the resiliency of the
springs when bowed and in operative condi-
yielding, when pressed
against or sat. upon, without affecting the re-

 Having thus described my invention, what L
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— :

1. The improvement in a lady’s dress, con-
_ connected with
the skirt, on the inner face thereof, as fixtures,
and bowed, producing bustle effects without
the employment of a bustle, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth. | -

9. Springs secured to a lady’s dress, on the

inner face thereof, as fixtures, and provided

on their ends with means for holding them in .
bowed condition, sald means being accessible
on the inside of said dress, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. - 1
3. Springs adapted to be bowed, in combi-.
nation with inclosing-pockets attached to the
inner face of a lady’s dress, and means for
holding the said springs bowed, said means
being accessible on the inside of the dress, !
for the purpose set forth.
s - ABRAM C. HERTS.
Witnesses: - R
JouN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
A, P. GRANT.
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