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_Ta all whom it maiy CoOncerw:

Be it known that I, GRAFTON H. DUVALL

of Frankford, Phﬂadelphla, in the county of
Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania, have
invented a new and Improved Floor- Plank |

Clamp, of which the follownw is a full, clear,
and exact description.
The object of my invention is to pr ovlde a

new and improved device for pressing floor-

planks togethel bef01e nailing them to the

- beams.

The invention consistsin a frame G{)llt&llllllﬂ
a.8liding rack-plate, the end of which can be

1)1 essed against the edge of the end plank by
means 01 a pivoted lever having a pivoted

pawl engaging with the rack. The frame 1s

~ pr mnded Wlth two latelally swinging arms

- having prongs which can: be duven into the

20

beam for holding the frame in place, and the

frame 18 also pr 0’?"1(16(1 with a pawl-lever for

~ automatically 100k111ﬂ the sliding 1aek phte n

~place on the frame.

s

o responding 1}&1ts in all the figures.

|.Iql|,|.p4li

Reference is to be had to the accompanylnﬂ
dr awings, forming part of this specification, in
which SlHlllELl letters of reference indicate cor-

Figure 1 is a longitudinal e]ev&tlou of my

. mlploved floor - 1)]&11];: clamp, parts being

33

broken out and others shown in section. Flﬂ
2 is a plan view of the same, parts 1)61110
broken out and others shown in section. Plg
3 is a cross-sectional elevation of the same on

the line z @, Fig. 2. | |
A plate, A, is provided at each 1011011311(}1111&1

edge with asi de plate, B, projecting above and
below the plate A. The side plates are pro-
vided along the upper edge with mmwardly-

- prQ]eetlng flanges B, forming grooves C for

: 10

receiving the 10110*11311(1111&1 edo es of a plate, D,
ad&pted to slide on the plate A and pr 0V1ded

at the front end with a transver se head, E. On

- the upper surface of the sliding plate Da rack,

45

| ]]" is formed, having its teeth inclined towar d

the head E. On the front, end of the upper

‘edges of the side plates, B, jaws F are formed,

n Whlch a shaft, G, 18 30111 naled, on which a
lever, H, 18 11g1d1y mounted to the lower end

ot which lever a pawl,. J, 18 Jomnaled which

50

is adapted to engage with the teeth of the rack

E. On the f1 ont end of each Slde plate, B, |

Ham

_1a,t'ela11y projecting .]zms J' are formed, '

|.A spring
| pawl- level M, presses the innerend of the same

is moved in the direction of the arrow «',

| ing of the laterally-swinging

111
which jaws laterally-swinging arms K are 1)1v
oted, each of which is pr ovided at the outer

end with aninwar dly-projecting prong or spur,

L. About at the middle of one side phte, B,
later ally-projecting
which a pawl- IGVGl N, is.journaled, the inner

end of which passes ﬂll ough a sl 01 O, to the
1:51.{31{ P, fOl med on

side plate to engage witha
one of the 10110“11311(1111%1 edges ot the Jplate D.
, Q, a,ttmched to the outer end of the

against the tecth of the rack P. The plate A

PDNNSYLVA\TIA ASSIG“\TOR OF

]fms M are formed, 111 |
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is placed on the upper edge of a beftm insuch

‘a manner that the lowel parts of the side

plates, B, rest against the sides of the beam,
and then the spurs L are driveninto t:
of the beam for the purpose of holding the
pl%te A in place on the beam.

the
pawl J catches on the teeth of the rack 108 on.
the plate D and moves the same in the direc-
tion of the arrow &. The head I presses
against a strip placed against the edge of the
floor -planks to protect the same from belng in-

| jured, and thereby the floor-planks are pr essed

together and can then be nailed down. The

If the 1eve1 H

65

16 51des -

0

Slldmg plate Dis locked in place by the pawl- | |

lever N. If the plate D is to be withdrawn in
the inverse direction of the arrow 0, the outer

| end of the pawl-lever N is pressed fw ainst the
side plate for the purpose of chsenganmﬂ the-

inner end of the pawl-lever from the rack P.
By means of the lever H great power.can be ex-
erted and the planks (*fm be pr es&ed very firmly

together.
T am aware that a floor- clzunp hfn ing 1ts

| "_,.body slotted longitudinally to receive a ser-

30 |
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rated sliding bar operated by a lever having

an. &ctu&tmg -pawl at its end, the body belno
provided with spurs to retain it in any desir ed

QO

position in laying floors, has heretofore been

employed, and I ther efore lay no claim to such
invention. In my invention, by the employ-
arms provided

W1th ------- prongs, the body 01 the floor- clamp can

‘be dlffelenﬂ} and more readily and securely

fastened to a beam, and much more readily un-
fastened than when spurs are employed.
H"L’Flllg thus. descllbed my 1111?(}11‘(1011 what I
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claim ag new, and desire to secure by Letters | with the plate A, having sides forming guide-
Patent, 18— grooves O, of the Slldl]lg rack-plate D, having
1. In a floor -plank clamp, the combination, | a head, ]] the pivoted lever H, the pawl J
with a frame fitting on the beams and pr ovided pwoted tothe same, and the later ally swnwmﬂ 15
5 with laterally-swinging pronged arms for hold- | arms K, provided W1L11 prongs 1, Sllbstantlally

1ing 1t in place, of a rack-plate sliding in the | as 11616111 shown and deseubed and for the
imme and a pwoted lever pr ovided with a purpose set forth.

A p—

- pawl eng gaging with the rack-plate, substan- GRAFTON HENRY DUVALL.
tially as- Therein shown and deser 1bed and for [ - Witnesses: |
10 the purpose set forth. - J.W. HamproN, Jr., )

2. In a floor-plank elamp, the mmbm%tlon, ; K. B, VANDEGRITT.
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