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“be attached to the cover B. To the body of
~the chest D, trunk, &ec., a casmg, K, 18 at-
‘tached, whlch 18 adapted t0 receive the tongue.
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50 A spring, J, secured to the inner surface of
the middie pmt of the casing E, has its free |

To all whom it may concern : n

which the followmﬂ* 18 a full, clear, and exact

oted catch having a tongue and two inwardly-

‘catch and presses it against the hasp.
drawings, forming part of this specification,in
responding parts in all the figures.

.plled Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional elevation of
‘the same on the line z », Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a

outer surface with a. 11doe or rib, a, at each

ends beveled off, and are each provided with
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Be it known that I, THEODORE A. DENNIS,
of Newark, in the county of Essex and State

of New J ersey ‘have invented a new and Im-
proved Latch for Trunks, Satchels, &e., of

description.
The object of my mventlon 1S to prowde a

for trunks, chests, valises, &c.

The mventlon eonsmts in a latch eonstructed
with a hasp provided with ridges having
notches in the lower ends, which hasp fits 111130
a casing provided at the 1owel end with a piv-

projecting prongs which pass into the notches
in the ridges and hold the hasp in the casing.
A spring attached to the casing acts on the
Reference 18 to be had to the accompanymo*
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
Figure 1is a front elevation of my improved

I&tch showing the manner in which it is ap-

perspective view of the- skeleton tongue at-
tached to the cover. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of the pivoted cateh

A tongue or hasp, A, is prowded on its

longitudinal edge, which Tibs hawe their lower.

a notch or 1ecess b, a short distance above
the beveled end. "The tongue or hasp. A is to

or hasp A. In the open.lower end of the.
middle part of the casing H a catch, F, is piv-
oted to swing toward and from the body of
chest or trunk, the curved tongue G of the
catch prOJeetln downward. At each side of
the tongue G the catch is provided with an
inwardly-projecting prong, H, which prongs
are separated the same distance as the ribs «,
so that when the hasp A is passed into the
casing E the prongs H will bé over the ribs a..
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end resting against the inner or upper edge of
the catch F, thereby pressing the outer curved
end of the tongue G against the body of the
chest ortrunk. . When the hasp A passes into ss
the casing E, the beveled ends of the ridges @
raise the pr ongs H, and after the beveled ends
have passed, the ]_:)1 ongs snap into the recesses
b under the action of the spring J, and thus
lock the hasp in the casing. If the hasp is to 60
be removed, the end of the tongue G is raised
for the purpose of w1thdrawmﬂ' the prongs H

Trom the recesses b, AsT promde a skeleton

hasp, but very little metal will be required, for
the part uniting the ridges a can be made very 6 5
thin or d1spensed with entirely. If desired,

the entire hasp may be made the thickness of

‘the ridges, and in that case the hasp is pro-

vided at its lower end with a transverse groove
or notch. I have shown the tongue G as bemg 70

larger than the prongs; but it can be punched

01113 of the downwardly bent end of the cateh,

1n which case the tongue will be smaller than

the prongs.

- Having thus described my mventlon, what I 75
claim as new, and desu:e to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

" 1. The combination of a hasp hzwmg rldges
notched at the lower end, a tongued ecatch
pivoted to case and promded with two in- 80

wardly-projecting prongs,and aspring adapted

to act on the ea,tch as shown and described.

2. The combmatlon with the hasp A, pro-
vided with ridges a,. hawng notches at the
lower ends, of the casmﬂ K and the catch F, 85
pivoted in the lower p&lt of the casing E, and
provided with prongs H, adapted to pase into
the notchesin the hasp, substantm,lly as herein
shown and described, and for the purpose set

~forth. go

3. The combm&tmn Wlth the hasp A, pro-
vided with ridges a, haﬂvmﬂ' notches in the
lower ends, of the casmg E and the catch F,
pivoted in the casing, and provided with a
tongue, Gz, and two prongs, H, substantiallyas 95
herein Shown and described, and for the pur-
pose set forth. |

THEODORE AUGUSTUS DENNIS.

Witnesses:
THOMAS L. SESSERSON,
THEODORE F. PITTENGER,
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