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(N o moilel.)

o all w?wm it ey CORCEFTL:
Be it known that I, SAML. J. ANDDRSON a

citizen of the Umted States, residing at G:zwe-

novia, in the county of Madison and State of
New YOlk have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Fire-Kscapes; and I do

declare the following to be a fully eleaa and

- exact deseription of the invention, Such as will
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~ the block in the spiral groove c.
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enable others skilled in the art to whwh it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying dmwmgs and
to letters or figures of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this sljeelﬁcatlon
Flgme 1 of the drawings is a side view of
my fire-escape. Fig. 2 is a side view .of the
sliding block. Fig. 5 1s a detail view of the
brake, and Fig. 4 1s a cross- -sectional view.
“This invention has relation to fire- escapes;
and it consists in the construction and novel
arrangement of devices, as will be hereinatter
fully descubed and pcutloulm ly 1:}0111ted out:

“in the claims appended

In the accompanying drawings, the lettel a
designates the rope, which is provided with- a
100p or eye or other common device for fast-
ening its upper end to a hook secured within
a window- casing or on the exterior.

b represents the slide- block, having an ex-

ternal spiral groove, ¢, the ends of whlch conl-
municate W;lth the obh gque perforationsd,which
extend through the ends of the block The
slide-block engages the rope, which extends
through the end per forations, d, and around
To the side
of the block 18 hinged at one end a brake- bar,

e, having an obhque recess or depression at g,
to bear against that portion of the rope a which
projects From the oroove ¢. In the block is

secured a Screw, h which projects laterally !

through a pmfmatmn in the free end of the
brake:bar to receive its clamp-nut k, whereby
the brake-bar is adjusted according to the fric-
tional contaect with the rope desu'ed Usually
the adjustment 1S made so.that the block wﬂl

l

Sllde on the 10pe under a weight-of one hun-
dred pounds; but this adj ustment may be va

ried to suit the ecircumstances of the case.
Through a transverse slot, /, in the block
passes a leather strap or shng, m, which 1s de-
signed to be secured about the pel son of & fee-

'ble or disabled ]nduﬂdual who can then be

passed out of a window and allowed to de-
scend on the rope in perfect satety.

45

.

H represents. a centrally-perforated cr 0SS- -

bar, engaging the rope ¢ above the slide-block
| b, and demgned to bear on the upper end of

] S&ld block. -

G G are sections of eleft 1111)1)61 tubing, form-
ing friction-grasps engaging the rope « "above
the cross-bar, and serving to enable a person

1 seated on the cross-bar to contr ol the rapidity
These grasps are of especial

of his descent.
importance, as they serve as a governing de-
vice when the adjustment ot the T 1¢t101- bl ake

on the slide:block is such as to produce but
pressure on the rope, so that the block

little
moves too freely undel the Welﬂht on the CIOSS-

bar.

Having described this 1111?611‘(1011 what 1
claim, rmd desit e to secure by Lettels Paf[en‘r
18— -

1. A fire- esmpehavmﬂ incombination with

'a; slide-block on the rope, a cross-bar on the

rope bearing on the upper end of the slide-
block, and friction-grasps on the rope above
the slide- block, substantially as specified.

2. The 001111)111‘1’[1011 with a spirally- -grooved

‘slide-block on a rope and provided with an

adjustable friction-brake, of a cross-bar on the
rope above the block, and cleft rubber-tubing
sections forming ﬂlasps above the cross- bELl on
the rope, Sllet&lltlELl]y as specified.
In testimony whereof L aftix my sig 11‘11111 ein
presence of two witnesses.
a - SAMUEL J. ANDDRSON
- Witnesses:
‘R. D. PHINNEY,
H. pE CLERCQ.
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