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Lo all whom it muy concern:

Be it known that I, CLEMENT L. CARTER,
of Union City, in the county of Randolph and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Post-Hole Dig-
gers; andIdo hereby declare that the following
1s a tull, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, which form a part of this
specification, and in which— _ '

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved post-hole digger or earth-auger, and
Fig. 2 is a similar view of the handles and
connecting-bar of the same. -~ o

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in both the figures. = |

My invention has relation to post-hole dig-
gers; and 1t consists in the improved construe-
tion and combination of parts of a post-hole
digger having two concavo-convex blades fast-
ened upon the lower ends of two bars hinged
together, each provided with a sideward-ex-

tending handle, and having means for holding

them adjustably together, as hereinatter more
fully deseribed and claimed. o
In the accompanying drawings, the letters

A A indicate the two cutting-blades, which -
are concavo-convex, and the cutting-edges B

of which are eut straight and bulged outward
at the lower half, while their rear edges, C,
are curved and rounded inward, adapted to
gather and hold the dirt as it is cut out.
These blades are fastened upon the lower ends
of two bars, D D, the said lower ends being
twisted at right angles to the upper portions
of the bars, which are bent a short distance
above the cutting-blades, so as to lie parallel
one upon the other,with their straight portions
b, at the middle of which they are hinged,
covering oue another. Two bent lips, T, pro-
ject 1rom the outer edges of the straight por-

tions, one above and another below the bolt

(x, upon which such straight portions are piv-
oted, and are bent to clasp around the side of
the other bar from that to which they are at-

‘tached in such a manner as to keep the bars

together when the device is used, preventing
the barsfrom becoming separated when power

1sapplied to the handle and the device turned, |

gy

by a projecting flat lug, M, upon the other bar,

these bars are bent outward and fit.into re-.

cesses 1 1n the sides of the handles J, to which
they are securely bolted or otherwise fastened.
A bar, K, is hinged at one end to the upper
end of oneof the bars H, and L-shaped notches
L 1n the lower edge of the same are engaged

the inner halt of the upper edge of said lug

forming a laterally-projecting lip, N, fitting-

Into the vertical portion of the L -shaped

noteh, so that when the notch is slipped upon
“lug M from the end of the same it will be held

in place, locking the hinged bar, and through
1t keeping the bars D together. The outer
end of the hinged bar K is bent to lie flush
with one of the handles J, so that the work-
man will grasp it at the same time he grasps
the handle, thus securing it furthermore.

It will be seen that by changing the notched

~bar upon the lug M the size of the hole hored

by the auger may be increased or decreased

at will, and that the arms and cutting-blades

may be opened to discharge the “dirt dug up.
It will also be. seen that by the shape of the
cutting-edges of the blades—Dbulging out at
their lower parts—they will cut the hole large

enough to admit the free turning of their up- -
- 80

-per portions, which serve to hold the dirt.

Having thus described my invention, I claim

and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the

United States— L -

1. In a post - hole digger of the described
class, the combination of the concavo-convex
blades A, having cutting-edges B, cut straight
and bulging outward at their lower portion,
and rearedges, C, curved downward and round-
ed mward, with the hinged bars D, hinged to-
gether upon bolt G, having their lower ends,

twisted at right angles, and having handles J

i gether, as and for the

and- means for keeping them adjustably to-
purpose shown and set
torth. - -

2. In a post-hole digger of the described
class, the combination of the hinged bar K,
having L-shaped notches upon its lower edge
and hinged upon one of the arms, with the lug
M, extending from the face of the other arm,

and having part of its upper edge, N, extend-

Ing and bent sideward, as and for the purpose
shown and set forth. B

boring in the ground. The upper ends, H, of | 3. The herein-described post-hole digger,
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upon which the cutting-blades are fastened,
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consisting of the concavo-convex cutting-

blades A, bars or arms D, having straight and

parallel portions B, hinged upon bolt G, and

—

having elamping-lips F and handles J, hinged

notched bar K, and lug M, all constructed and

combined to operate as and for the purpose
shown and set forth.

> | | | - 278,878

- Intestimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own I have hereunto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
| CLEMENT 1. CARTER.
Witnesses: | .
I. G. STALL,
JOHN (. GRAHS.
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