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To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, ARCHIBALD W. PAULL,
of Wheeling, in the county of Ohio and State
of West Vlrglma have invented a new and
usetul Improvement m Animal-Traps; and 1
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description thel eof, refer ence
bem-:r had to the accompanying dmwmws,
forming a part of this specification, in which—

Flcmle 11s a side elevation of my 1mproved
mouse-trap. Fig. 2 is a front view. Figs. 3
and 4 are similar views of a slightly-modified
form. Fig. 51is a view of the spring when re-
moved from the box.

Like letters of refer ence indicate like pmts'

1 each.
The purpose of my invention is to secure a

simple inexpensive mouse-trap of the spring

dead-fall order, in which the use of any de-

vice for holdmo the spring when the trap is

set 1s zwmded and thereby the cost of con-
struction is reduced and the dllI‘&blhtY and
efficiency of the trap is increased.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my 1nvention, I will now describe its
construetion and mode of operation.

In a suitable box or case, «, having a bot-
tom, «, a closed rear end, «, and open front,
«, T pwot a suitable 51)11110 yoke or dead- fa,ll
b, "the power of the spring being exerted 1:0
t111 ow the yoke down over the front opening,
«’, upon the stops or the projecting floor «.
The ends of the spring-wire which throws the
yoke b pass through suitable holes, &', in the
sides of the case ¢, and are ewssed as at b,
and passed thr ounh holes in the 0pp031te mdes
of the case, as at b , at a point diagonally above
the point 7. The purpose of this arrange-
ment 1S to give the yoke a double spring ac-

tion, so that when it is forward of the point *
1t will be caused to act downward against the

stops «f, and when 1t 1s thrown backward past
the point H* it will be caused to act in the op-
posite direction, and if free to move would
assume the vertical position shown in broken
Iines 1n Fig. 1. This double spring action of
the yoke 1s caused by the tendency of its

crossed ends to assume their normal position,

as shown in Fig. 5, which tendency results in

(No model.)

il L Bl ey

| & torsional force exerted on the yoke in either 50 -
direction from the point 5. -

On the top of the case « 1S a stop, ¢, placed
slightly back of a plane bisecting the points
b and »*, so that when the yoke 6 is in con-

tact thel ewith 1t shall be over the center of 53 5

motion and tend to press backward against
the s’wp The stop 1s placed so near the cen-
ter line that but a slight pressure is required
to draw the yoke over it, so that the down-

ward or forward spring ac_timl may be exerted 6o

upon it. The purpose of this construction is

to enable me to set the trap by simply throw-
ing the yoke up against the stop ¢, as shown

mn Flﬂ 1, which position it will retain until

it is drawn forward past the center line, when 65
1t will immediately act d(m nward and be _
thrown against the stops «'. The bait-hook

e is secured rigidly to and projects 11pwa1d
from the front side of one of the crossed wires.

The slight leverage which 1s exerted by the 7o

animal in removing the bait is sufficient to
draw the yoke b over the center line, when 1t
will immediately act d(m nward and mtch the
animal. |

In the modification shown in Figs. 3 and 4 %5

‘the bait-hook 18 secured to a €ross- bzu e the

ends of which extend through slots ¢, made in
the sides of the case «, and rest ag ainst the
rear side of the yoke b, s0 as to draw upon the
same when the bait is being removed by the 8o
animal. |

T have deseribed my invention with rela-
tion to mouse-traps; but 1 do not limit myselt
thereto, as by increasing the size and strength
of the parts it may be adapted to be used as 85
an animal-trap generally. NordoI limit my-
self to the use of a bait- hook, as the yoke may
be thrown over the center by the use of a
bait-table placed in the floor of the trap and

connected by suitable levers or links, so as to go

operate to throw the yoke over the center.
What I claim as my invention, and desne -
to secure by Letters Patent, is— |
1. An animal-trap prowded with a double

spring pivoted dead-tfall, Substantnlly as and g _5- o

for the purposes deseribed.
2. An animal-trap provided with a double
spring pwoted dead-fall, and a st01) pla,eed
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shghtly back of the center of the spring action | In _teétim'o__ny whereol I have hereunto set

of the same, substantially as and for the pur- | my hand this 25th day of November, A. D.
poses described. | | 1882. o | |
3. An animal-trap provided with a double. - g
5 spring pivoted dead - fall, a set-stop placed | . A‘ROHIBALD W. PAULL.
back of the center of spring action, and a bait- | Witnesses:
“holder connected to the dead -fall, substan- - <A, C. Hoob,

tially as and for the purposes described. L T. W. SHREVE.
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