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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RANSOM B. THOMAS, of
Toledo, in the county of Luecas, and in the

State of Ohio, have invented certain new and

5 useful Improvements in Apparatus for Hand.

llng Ice; and I do bereby declare tha the fol-

lowing is a full, clear, and exact description

thereof, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, making a part of this specifica-

to tion, in which—

e

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved

apparatus as arranged for use, and Fig 2is o

front elevation of the same., |
Letters of like name and kind refer to like

parts in each of the figures, |
In the removal of ice from houses in which

~ the same is stored much difficulty has hereto-
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fore been experienced in moving the blocks or
cakes from the sides of the building to the
center of the same, and placing said cakes
upon the runway thus provided, and much
time and heavy work have been Tequired for
such purpose. To obviate this difficulty is the

~design of my invention, which consists in the

apparatus for raising and moving bloeksof 1ce,
constructed and operating in the manner sub.
stantially as hereinafter specified. |

In the annexed drawings, A represent a T -
shaped bar, which is secured horizontally to
the ceiling or other sumitable support within
the upper part of an ice-house, and preferably
1n a relativély central position.

Resting

upon the upper face of cach side of

‘the bead « of the bar A is a roller, B, which

1s connected with the opposite roller B by
means of a rod, C, that has its ends journaled
within said rollers and extends downward be-
neath said bar, as seen in Fig. 2. Said rod

operates to contine said rollers in relative po-

sition upon said bar, while said rollers furnish
for said rod a rolling support. | -

Secured to the lower central portion of the
bar C is a rope or chain, D, which from thence
extends downward to and 1S connected cen-
trally with a lever, E. Said rope or chain is

preferably provided with means whereby its

..........

| length may be varied to adépt 1t to the change

In the vertical position of the upper course of
1ce-bloeks as the contents of the ice-house are
lessened or removed. | B

A pair of hooks or grapunels, If, eonnected
with one end of the lever E by means of a
short rope or chain, G, completes the appara-
tus, the operation of which is as follows, viz :
The truck is moved upon its track ‘until the cx
hooks may be swung over the Llock of 1ce to
be raised, and the rear end of the lever is then
elevated until said hooks can be en gaged with
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1 said block, after which the operator depresses

the rear end of' said lever until the load con- 6o
nected with its opposite end is sutficiently high
to clear all obstructions, and then swings said
load to the center of the ice-house and places
It opon the ranway provided at such point
tor its reception. -
By the use of this apparatus as much work
can be accompiished in a given time by two

mein as 1t would be possible for six men to do

in the old way, and, in addition to sach advan-
tage, the work is relieved of all of its heavy vo
character, and can be easily done by those
whose size aud strength would be entirely in-
sutficient for the handling of ice with the usnai

appliances.

Having thas fully set forth the nature and 7
merits of my invention, what I claim as new

18— |

As an Loprovement in the handling of ice
within an ice-house, an apparatus composed

of a lever fulecrumed upon a swinging support 8o
‘that is adapted to be moved from point to

point within said house,and having saspended .
from one end a pair of ice hooks or grapnels,

substantially as and for the purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 8z
have herennto set my hand this 9th day of
April, 1883. | - e
' ‘RANSOM B. THOMAS.
Witnesses: o

I. B, GILBERT,
W. L. Hoyr.
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