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To all whom it may concern :

the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Album-Clasps, of which the following is a
specification. . |
This invention relates to an improved ex-
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tension album-clasp—that is to say, an album-

‘clasp that is adapted to be adjusted to differ-
10 ent thicknesses of albums, so as to require
only one size of clasps for different sizes of
albnms; and the invention consists of an al-
bum-clasp formed of a guide - casing, a U-

shaped eclasp or bail sliding therein, centrally-
tr pivoted dogs provided with hook-shaped ex-

tensions, and a V-shaped lever which engages
sald dogs, and to which an up-and-down mo-
tion is imparted by suitable means, so as to
cause the biting of the dogs into the legs of
the clasp or their release from the same, and
thereby the adjusting of the clasp to the size
of album. ' - N
Intheaccompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep-
resents an end view of a photograph-album
with my improved clasp. Iigs. 2 and 3 are
front views of the clasp with the face-plate
removed, showing theclasp or bail of the same
1n locked and unlocked positions. F g, 4 1s
an inside view of the face-plate, showing the
mechanism for setting the locking-dogs of the
clasp, and Fig. 5 is a vertical transverse see-
tion of the clasp. L
Similar letters of reference indicate eorre-
sponding parts. . |
A In the drawings represents the casing of
an improved album-clasp, which is hinged in
-any sultable manner to the metal fastening-
plece applied to the edge of one side of the
albom-cover. The casing A is closed by a face-
plate, A/, that is riveted or otherwise fastened
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thereto. A U -shaped clasp or ball, B, is

- guided in edge-recesses of the casing A, and
Its exterior connecting or bridge piece bent at
1ts middle part in such a manner as to engage
readily a batton, @, on the mounting of the
other side of the album-cover. The inner ends
ot the legs b b of the clasp or bail B are pro-
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D | of the casing are applied symmetrﬂcallg-ar- |
Be it known that I, THEODORE, M. HASS, of |

ranged dogs C, that bite, by their sharp outer

edges, into the legs b b of the clasp B, said
dogs being either forced ontwardly by means
of a V-shaped lever, 1), the ends of which en-
gage inwardly-bent hooks ¢ ¢ of the dogs, or
~drawn inwardly and released from the legs b
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b, according as the lever D is moved in up-
ward or downward direction by suitable means.

The setting of the lever 1) 50 as to cause the 6o

engagement or disengagement of the dogs C

C and legs b b of the clasp B is accomplished
by an exterior button, E, that is guided by a
pin, £, in a semicireular slot, £/, of the face-
plate A’, the shank of the button being pro-
vided with an eccentric, /2, that engages a cir-
calar opening of the lever D vertically in line
with the center pivot, d, of the dogs C C. By
tarning the button E around its axis in one or
the opposite direction the lever D is either
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raised or lowered by means of the eccentric

J?% and thereby either the dogs C C applied to

the legs of the clasp B or released therefroms
The stop-pin f and guide-slot 77 limit the up-
and-down motion of the lever D, and thereby 75
the extent of lateral motion of the dogs C C.
By means of the eccentric /2 on the shank of
the button K, or equivalent means, the lever
D and dogs C C are readily operated and the
clasp B adjusted without the employment of 8o
springs, so as to extend more or less from the
casing A. When the dogs are thrown in po-
sition to bite the legs of the clasp B they re-
tain the same rigidly in position, whatever the
strain exerted thereon by the album. .

The clasp can be readily used for any size of
album, and may also be adjusted to provide for
the increasing thickness of the album when 2
number of pictures have been inserted. .

- Having thus described my invention, I elaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. An album-clasp composed of a guide-cas-

ing, A, U-shaped clasp or bail B, centrally-
pivoted dogs CC, V-shaped lever D, engaging
the dogs, and means whereby the lever is
moved vertically up and down so as to cause
the dogs to bite or release the clasp, substan-
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vided with inwardly-projecting stops &’ b, by | tially as set forth. o
which the detaching of the clasp B from the - 2. The combination of a guide-casing, A, a
50 casing A is prevented. To a center pivot, d, * U-shaped clasp, B, centrally-pivoted dogs U 1co
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O, having inwardly-bent hooks ¢ ¢,a V-shaped
lever, D, engaging the hooks ¢ ¢, an axially-

| tral (;p_ening of the lever D, and a stop-pin, f,
engaging a semicircular slot, /7, of the face-

plate A/, substantially as set forth.
In testimony thatI claim the foregoing as my
invention I have sighed my name in presence 15

- of two subscribing witnesses.
- THEODORE M. HABS.

turning button, I}, having an eccentric, /%, on

its shank, which engages a central opening of
¢ the lever D, substantially as described. |
3. The combination of guide-casing A A/,
U-shaped clasp B, centrally-pivoted dogs C

C, having hooks e ¢, V-shaped lever D, engag-
ing the hooks of the dogs, axially-turning but-

10 ton B, having an eccentrie, /7, engaging a cen-

Witnesses:
- PAauLn GOEPEL,
SIDNEY MANN.
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