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To all whom it may concern : ,

~Be it known that I, MorRrIg D BRrAY, of
New Haven, in the conuty of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have imvented a new Im-
provement-in Corset-Clasp yes; and I do
hereby declare the following, when taken in
conuection with accompanying drawings and
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be a
full, clear, and exact deseri ption of the same,

and which said drawings constitute partof th IS

specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a face view of the eye complete ;
Fig. 2, the eye as attached to its spring; Fig.
o, the collar which overlaps the free ends of
the spring; Fig. 4, a longitudinal central sec.
tion of the spring and eye. '

This invention relates to an improvement in
the eye by which one partof acorset is clasped
to the other. These eves are fixed to one of
thesprings which form the busk and the headed
studs to the other. The eyes have an opening
through them corresponding to the head of
the stud, or so that the head of the stud will
pass freely therethrough, aud from this open-
Ing a slot is made, into which the body of the

stud will pass, the head of the stud o_veri_mng..__

~ ing the sides of the slot.

Various devices have been provided to pre-

~ventaccidental disengagement of theeyes from

30

the studs, this disengagement being due to

- the movement of the body, which permits the

5O

studs to slip backward and come into the
larger part of the eye, so that the head may
escape therefrom. In some cases these lock-
ing devices have been made by a spring ar-
ranged on the surface of the eye—as from wire
or sheet metal—and in some cases a spring-
tongue has been cut from near the openin 2, SO
as to spring down back of the body of the

o stud after it has passed into the slot; but in
all such devices the springs are liable to de-

rangement by catching upon the garments, or
In the introdunction or removal of the stud, and
hence are impracticable andlittle used.

The object of my invention is to produce an
eye which shall have a spring formed as a part
of itself, and yet protected from the derange-
ments to which many of the other devices are
liable; and the invention consists in the con-
struction of the eye,asmore fully hereinafter de-

seribed, and particularly recited in the claims.

The eye is cut from sheet metal, substan.
tially such asusnally employed for this parpose,
and which has a certain degree of elasticity.
The external shape of the cye A may conform ¢
to any outline required by the consumer. As
shown in Tig. 1, it-does not ditfer mafterially
from the usnal shape. At one end perfora-
tions « are made for the attachment of the eye
to the bask. Through the blanlk an opening, 6o
b, is made, sufficiently large to permit the free

passage of the head of the stud, and from this
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usunal manner, except that the slot d, at the
point where it opens from the enlarged part b,
1s slightly narrower than the diameter of the
stad, and increases in width forward from that
point, as shown. Outside the slot and open-
ing I cut a slot, e, preterably following the

a slot, d, extends forward in substantially the
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outline of the opening b and its slot d, that is 5o

parallel or concentric therewith, as seen in
Fig. 1. This separates the central portion of

the eye from the bod Y, except at the forward

end. At the extreme rear end I cut this sepa-
rated portion, as at f, and so as to leave g 75
spring, I, on one side, and 4 on the opposite
side, which are av integral part of the eye it-

self. The cut-away portion ¢, which separates

the spring part from the body, leaves suffi-
ctent play for the springs % 4. The eye i1s at- 8o

-tached to the busk B by rivets 7, in the usuaal

manner, the eye being arranged on the busk,
as seen 1n Iig. 2, so that the ends of the
Springs / 4 will lie upon the surface of the
busk B, and thus form a support for those 85
ends against the strain upon the studs. Pref.
erably over the rivet end of the eye I place a
double collar, O, said eollar having holes m,
corresponding to the holes in the eye and busk,
and extend the rivets through the collar (. Qe
This collar overlies the ends of the Springs, as
seen 1n Kig. 2, and so that the ends of the

‘Springs rest between the busk B and the col.

lar, but yet free to play therein. This con-
struction prevents any derangement of the 05
springs I 4, holds them firmly in their place,
and yet permits their freedom of movement
for the introduetion or removal of the stud.
As the stud enters the slot d it forces the two

| springs apart until the stud has passed into 100
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its slot. The springs, returning, contract the
space through which the stud passed, so as to
make the return of the stud difficult without
the application of force thereto, and which
force, as in disengaging the eye, throws the
spring backward, and permits the stud to pass
into the opening b. One of the springs is suf-

ficient for the purpose; but I prefer to make

two, first because haif the movement only
is required in the one spring, but also to give

to the sides of the eye a uniform appearance,

and make the construetion an ornament to

" the eye rather than otherwise. I thereforedo
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not wish to limit my invention to the making
of the two springs. The springs may nof of
necessity be separated, as shown, and the slots
on the sides, by which the springs are formed
in the eye, run together at the rear end, so as

 to completely detach the springs at that end

from the body of the eye. In that case the
amount of spring is only that which will exist

between the two confined ends of the spring. |

I claim—

1. A corset-clasp eye baving an opening, b, |

the spring &, formed as an integral part of the
eye, and extending from the forward end rear-
ward, forming one side of the said slot and

opening, and extending to the busk, its free
“end resting upon the busk, substantially as de-

seribed.
2. A corset-clasp eye having an opening; b,
the slot d, extending therefrom, the spring £,

cut from the metal of the eye, and forming one

side of the slot and opening, its free end rest-
ing upon the busk B, to which the eye is riv-

eted, combined with the collar C, substantially

as described.

3. A corset-clasp eye having the opening b,
and the slot d, extending forward theretrom,
with the springs % ¢, cut from tbhe metal of the
eye, and forming the two sides of the sald

opening and slot, substantially as described.

- MORRIS P. BRAY.

Witnesses:
- Jos. C. EARLE,
J., H. SHUMWAY.

I with the slot d extending forward therefrom, 25
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