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To all whom fuﬂ MY CONCErn

Be it known that I, GRORGE M. BOWLN of-
Talbot, in the county of Jefferson and State of
Tennessee have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Attachments for Back-
. Straps; and T do hereby declare the following
to be a ful] clear, and exact description of the
invention, euch as will enable others skilled in
the art to whwh 1t appertains to make and use

the same, reference beinghad to theaceompany-

ing drawings, and to letters of reference marked

thereon,which form a part of this sl)eclﬁcatlon
My nwentlen relates to an improvement in

attachments for the back-straps of plow-har-

ness, the object of the same being to provide |

an 1mproved device that will be of small ini-
tial cost and durable and effective in use, and
one that is adapted to be secured to any suit-

~able back-strap and form a guide and holder

for the trace-chains. |

- With these ends in view wy inv ention con-
‘sists in the parts and combinations of parts,
as will be more fully described, and pomted
out 1n the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, I‘Jnme lisa
side view of a portion of a back- stmp with one
of my improved devices secared thereto, and
Hig. 2 is an end view of the same.

A represents the back-strap, madeof canvas,
leather, or any suitable material, to the epl;)e-
site ende of which are riveted or secured by
stitching, or in any other suitable manner, the
metallic attachments B. These attachments
are preferably rectangilar in shape, and con-
sist of the horizontal bars a,end bars, a’, loop
or stirrup €, the stud ¢, and the epurs D D,

The frame- Worh of the attachment B can be of
any convenient size, and the parts Dbefore

enumerated are prefembly cast in a single
piece, although, if desired, the structure can
be made of wreunht metal eml answer all the
NeCcessary purposes. -

The stirrup or loop is formed integral with
the horizontal bars a, and curves outwardly
for the passage of the trace-chain, This stir-
rap or loop € ¢an be provided on its inner con-
cave face with an inwardly-projecting stud
adapted to enter onelink of the chain and hold
the trace up in position; or a vertical stud

so similar to the one shown in the drawin os ean

be employed for the same purpose. If this

1

| vertical stud is used, it can be secured directly

to the lower bar of the frame I3, or to the loop
U a little outside or beyond the said bar.

The spurs D I’ are situated prefemb]y in

front of the loop C, and are cast integral with
‘the upper and Iewer bars, 1espect1ve13, with

| their points passing each other in the middle,

pleces, a o,

thread or cord.

| tected thereby.

and with sufficient space between their points
to admit a link of the trace-chain to pass be-
tween them and onto the lower spur, 1D,
upper spur, D, prevents the accidental dis-
plecement of the trace-chain on the lower spur.
The two combined make fast the trace, and at
the same time hold the back-strap to its re-
quired place on the animal’s back.

To secure the Dback-strap in position it is
simply necessary to passeitherendof the trace-
chain throughthelooporstirrupC. Theback-
strap is then adjusted or moved in proper po-
sition on the animal’s back, and the parts are
secured 1n proper position by securing a link
of the chain to the spurs D D’ on the opposite
sides of the horse. When the parts are thus

‘secured the back-strap is prevented from mov-

ing forward or backward, and the trace-chains
from sliding through the holding devices. It
1S not absolutely necessary toprovide thehold-
er with a stud back of the loop, as deseribed ;

but if it is employed a link of the chain can be
placed thereon either before or flftel thechains
are secured to the spurs.

In Fig. 1 I have represented the eLtaeh ment
secaured to the baek-strap by stitching, which
latter isaccomplished by sewing through holes
or perforations formed in the side and end
as shown. To.enable the threador
cord by which the attachments are secured to
the back-strap from being exposed to wear by
the constant rubbing of thetmee chainsthere-

' on, I have formed a continuous groove, E,

around the frame B,and provided perforations
therein equidistant apart forthe passageof the

the attachments are secured by stitching the

thread lies in the oroove below the eute1 SHr-

face of the atteehments and is completely pro-
I have also provided rivet-
holes at the fouar corners of the frame for the
passage of rivets, by which the attachments
can be secured to thie back-strap, if desired.
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My improved device is so constructed that
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‘any one can secure it on the ba,ck str ap and if |

not liable to break or become inoperative.
1t is evident that slight changes in the con-

struction of parts might be resorted to without

- 5 departing from the spirit of my invention;and
hence I would have it.understood that 1 do
not limit myself to the exact construction of
parts shown and described, but consider my-
self at liberty to make such changes and al-

1o terations as come within the spirit and scope
of my invention.

Having fully described my mventlon what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

15 1. As an improved article of manufacture, a
back-strap attachment for harness, consisting

- of a suitable metallic {frame, a stirrup or loop

for the passage of thetrace-chain, and the ver-
tical spurs, arranged as shown, and adapted
26 to operate as described.

2. The combination, with a back-strap, of a

combined trace guide fmd holder made of cast
metal, and provided with a loop for the pas-
sage of the trace- chain, and {wo vertical spurs,
arranged and constructed as shown. 25

3. The eombination, with a back-strap, of
the combined trace guide and holder, theframe
of which is provided with aperforated channel
for the purposeof protecting the thread or cord
from wear, substantially as set forth.

In testlmony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand this 24th day of
August, 188‘)

30-

GEORGE M. BOWEN.,

Witnesses:
W. W, SUNDERLAND,
I‘ R. COLE. ~
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