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To all whom it may concern : | |
Be it known that T, Wir.Liam M. FOWLER,
of Brooklyn, in Kiugs counnty and the State

of New York, have invented a certain new

and useful Improvement in Pails, Tubs, Kegs,
Barrels, and like Articles, of which the follow-

ing 18 a specification.
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My improvements relate to pails, tubs, kegs,
barrels, and analogous articles which are com-
posed of a number of staves or strips held to-
gether by hoops or bands. |

My invention consists in the combination,
with the staves or strips of a pail or analogons
article which has a tapered exterior, of a hoop
or hoops adapted to be forced alon g the same
for the purpose of tightening the staves or
strips, and a round wire hoop fitting in a cir-
camferential groove in said pail or article,and
having its ends twisted together and driven
into the pail or article, whereby the pail or
article is retained in form even if the first-
mentioned hoop or hoops drop off by reason of
shrinkage. o |

In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 rep-
resents a perspective view of a pail embodying

‘my invention; and Fig. 2 represents a view of

a portion of the pail upon a larger scale,show-
ing the manner of joining the ends of the wire
hoop. | .

Similar letters of reference designate corre-

~ sponding parts in both figures.”

This pail is represented as composed of a

" number of downwardly - tapering’ woodeh

35

4C

staves or strips, A, sécured together near the
upper and lower ends by ordinary flat metal
hoops or bands, B, aud near the middle by a
hoop or band, C, of round wire, fitting 1n a eir-
cumferential groove, a, in their exterior. The
ends of this hoop C are secured together by
being bent around each other, or twisted and

| then driven iuto the adjacent stave of the pail.

It 18 obvious that even in the event of shrink-

age or contraction in the wooden staves this

hoop or band C will be retained in place so as

to keep the parts of the pail together. The

upper hoop or band, B, may be driven up to
Thereund-wire hoop

tighten it on the staves.
1s of -great advantage, because when it is flush
with the outside of a pail it will fill a deep
groove, and will have a greater hold upon the
staves or strips, so that they could not fall
apart even if the other hoops should drop off.
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In applying the hoop C the pail, after the

wire has been passed around it and while both
ends are held under tension,may be turned to
twist the wires together. The wire is then
cut off and the ends are driven into the pail.

My improvement is not confined to pails,
but may with advantage be embodied in tubs,

kegs, casks, barrels, and like articles.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— *
The combination, with the staves or strips

of a pail or analogous article which has 2 ta-

pered exterior, of a hoop or hoops adapted to
be forced along the same for the purpose of

tightening the staves or strips, and a round-

wire hoop fitted in a circumferential groove in
sald pail orarticle and having its ends twisted
together and driven into the pail or article,
whereby the pail or article is retained in form

‘evenif the first-mentioned hoop or hoops drop

off by reason of shrinkage, substantially as

Specified.

WM. M. FOWLER.

Witnesses:
T. J. KEANE,
JAMES_ R. BOWEN,
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