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To all whom it may concern :

Beitknown thatl, JOEN MILLWARD BANKS,
a subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid-
ing at Birmingham, in the county of Warwick,
England, have invented certain new and use-

~fol Improvements in Fastenings for Bracelets
~and Necklets, (for which I have received Let-

- 6th March, 1881,) of which the following is a

10

ters Patent in Great Britain No. 951, dated

speeification. o |
My invention consists in constructing and

~arranging the partsof fastenings for bracelets
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‘and necklets in the manner hereinafter de-

seribed. . |

I will describe my invention in connection
with a bracelet consisting
elliptical parts hinged together.

In the face of one of the free ends of the

bracelet I make a slot, and on the face of the

other end I fix a flat tongue of a size and shape

suitable to enter the said slot, and to work in

- the said slot as a gnide on the closing of the

s

- project from the sides of the hollow tongne.
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said bracelet. - The said flat tongue is hollow
and open at its sides or longer edges. In the
said flat hollow tongue are two teeth on the
sides of two arms held apart by a suitable
Spiral or other spring. When the spring is in
its normal or uncompressed state these teeth

Pushers working in the end of the bracelet,
having the hollow tongue, project from each
side of the bracelet. The inner ends of these
pushers bear, respectively, against the toothed
arms, = - | |
The action of the parts is as follows: When
‘the bracelet is closed the hollow tongue on one
end enters the slot in the other. When the

two ends have nearly come in contact the in-

clined sides of the teeth are brought against
the ends of the slot, and the said teeth are
pressed into the hollow tongue. Immediately

before the closing is completed the said teeth

have passed the ends of the slot, and the said
teeth, by the action of the spring, snap behind

the ends of the slot and prevent the with-

drawal of the tongue fromtheslot. The brace-

let is thereby fastened. In order to unfasten

the bracelef, it is only necessary to press upon
the pushers with the thumb and finger, when

of two nearly semi-

| pose the withdrawal of the hiollow_ tongue from

the slot. |
Instead of having toothed arms in separate
parts, a U-shaped spring may be employed,

the teeth being formed on the legs of the
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spring and the pushers bearing upon the tops |

or ends thereof.
adopted the elasticity of the piece supplies
the place of a spiral spring to press apart the
teeth. B o

1 will now proceed to describe, with refer-
- ence to the accompanying drawings, the man-
‘ner in which my invention is to be performed.

Figure 1 represents in side elevation closed,
and Fig. 2 in side elevation open, a bracelet
provided with a fastening constructed accord-
Ing to my invention. Iig. 3 represents the

‘same view as Ifig. 1, with a portion in section,

drawn to a larger scale; and Fig. 4 represents

the same view as Fig. 2, with a portion in sec-

tion, drawn to a larger scale. Figs. 5, 6, and

When such construction is
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7 represent parts of the bracelet and fasten-

Ing drawn to the same scale as Figs. 3-and 4.
The same letters indicate the same parts in

| the several figures of the drawings.

« b are the two halves of the bracelet, joint-
ed together, as usual. On the meeting face e

of the half-bracelet « a flat tongue, ¢, is fixed,

and 1n the meeting face of the other half, b, is
a slot, d, of a size and shape suitable for the
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sald flat tongue ¢ to enter, the said flat tongue

acting as a guide on the closing of a bracelet.

The flat tongue ¢, in conjunction with the an- -

gular plate ¢, which constitutes the meeting
face of the half-bracelet «, is shown separately
In front elevation, side elevation, and edge
view in Fig. 5. The said flat guide or tongue
¢ is hollow and open at its sides, the said flat
tongue being made by folding or doubling a
strip of metal, one end of the doubled strip be-
ing connected to the angnlar plate e, as best
seen 1n the edge view of Fig. 5. .
Situated in the hollow flat tongue ¢ are two
teeth, ./ f, the outer side of each tooth being
inelined. Made in one piece with each of the

inclined teeth f is a pusher, ¢g.. The inclined
| teeth and their pushers are represented de-

tached from the bracelet in Fig. 7. The said
teeth and pushers are arranged in the meeting
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50 the teeth are forced inward and no longer op- l end of the part a of the bracelet in the manner roo




best seen in Fig. 4. Between the two teeth f

 fis acoiled spring, k, by which they are pushed

outward or asunder so that in their normal

- positions-their inclined edges slightly pmJect
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from the open edges or sides of the projecting
flat tongue ¢. The ontward motion of the said
teethis limited by the recessesat¢inthem bear-

ing against the edges of the slot in the angu-

lar plate ¢, through which the tongue ¢ 18
passed and to which it is conneecfed. T'he push-

ers ¢ ¢ project from the edges of the part ¢ of -

the bracelet, and work between the angular
plate e and the closed back ¢* of the tongue c,

“the said closed back acting as a stop to limit
‘the inward motion of the pushers.
¢® is a separate piece inserted and fixed be-
"tween the open ends of the tongue ¢ 1n the
‘making up of the bracelet.

An edge view of
the pushers carried by the an gular plate e 1s
represented in Ifig. 6. When the bracelet 1s
closed the hollow tongue ¢ on the part a enters
the slot d in the other part, b.. As the brace-
let is being closed the inclined sides of the
teeth /' f are brought against the ends of the
slot d, and the sald teeth are pressed into the

| hollowtonnue ¢,and thespringh betweenthem

compressed Immediately before the closing
of the bracelet is completed the teeth ff hzwe
passed the ends of the slot d, and by the ac-
tion of the spring / the shoulders i 4 of the
said teeth snap behind the ends of the slot d,
as illnstrated in Fig. 3, and the two parts of
the bracelet are fastened together. To un-
fasten the bracelet, the pushers g g are pressed
inward by the thumb and finger. The teeth f

f are thereby forced inward, and their shoul-

ders mthuawn hom the edges of the slot d.

The back
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The bracelet is thus unfastened aud the two '

parts may. be opened
Instead of using two separate 11161&51:10 in-

clined teeth, ff,carrying pushers, as described
and illustrated, the teeth which engage with
the siot d may be carried by or made in one
piece with the arms of a U-shaped spring ar-
ranged in the hollow tongue ¢, separate push-
ersbeing employed to release the said elastic
teeth for unifastening the bracelet. The action

of this arrangement is in all essential respects

the same as that described and represented.

The parts of a fastening for a necklet are
constructed and arranged substantially in the
manner herein described and illustrated with
respect to a bracelet-fastening.

Having now described the nature of my in-
vention and the manner in which it is to be
performed, I wish it to be understood that 1
claim as my invention—

1. In a fastening for bracelets and S1m11a1
articles of jewelry, the combination of the flat
hollow tongue and the spring-catches or fast-
ening devices inclosed in said tongue, the said
parts being attached to one of the meeting
ends of the bracelet or other article, and
adapted to engage with a slotin the other end,
substantially as deseribed.

9. The combination of theflat hollow tongue,
the inclined teeth inclosed in said tongue, the

‘pushers connected with . said teeth, and the

spring for pressing them apart, substantml])
as described. |
JOUN MILLWARD BANKS. [r.s,]
Witnesses : |
RICHARD SKERRETT,
ARTHUR JOHN POWELL.
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