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Lo all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, HERMANN ACKERMANN,
of Peru,in the county of La Salle and State
of Illmms, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in a Combined Lid-Lifter,
Tongs, and Poker; and I do hereby declare
the following to be 2 full, elear, and exact de-
seription of the mventlon, such as will enable

- others skilled in the art to which it apper-
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tains to make and use the same.
Myinvention relates to an improvement in a

“utensil combining in itself the properties of a

30

lid-lifter, fire-tongs, and poker, the object of"

the same being to provide a device of this
character which shall combine simplicity and
economy In construction with darability and
efficiency in use; and with these ends in view
Iny invention conmsts in the certain details in

~ construetion and combinations of parts, as will
20

be more fully described, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawmgs, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the deviee, showing the
arms open ; and Kig.2 is a similar view of the
same with the armns closed to form a poker.,

The combined poker and tongs is made from
a single piece of flat spring metal bent in the
form shown in Fig.1, and consistsof the curved

‘head @ and the arms b, the latter being bent |

thronghout a portion of their length into con-
cavo-convex shape, So as to make them practi-
cally rigid—or, that is to say, stiff enough to

- pick up and hold pieces of coal or wood with-
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out bending—and also to form a bhandle by
which the device can be conveniently operated.
The outer ends of both arms terminate in the
prongs ¢, which latter, when the arms are
brought together, register with each other and
form a poker, which is operated in the usual
manner. The tendency of the head a is to
hold the arms b, and consequently the prongs
¢, separated ;. and when 1t 1s desired to use the
utensil for the ordinary purposes for which
tongs are employed, the prongs are introduced
into the stove in their separate condition, and
the log of wood or lump of coal grasped by
the prongs, which are closed thereon by simply
forcing them together,the whole operation be-
ing performed with one hand. By simply re-
lieving the pressure ¢n the arms the prongs

ﬂeparate and allow the log of wood or lump of |

tack-extractor secured to the curved head,

| coal to fall therefrom. The head a of the uten-

sil is provided on its rear face with the claw d,
the outer end of which is shaped to fit the
socket of an ordinary stove-lid. This claw is
made from a single piece of metal, and is pref-
erably formed with an annular shoulder, e,
adapted to bear on the outer face of the said

head. The extreme inner end of the shank of

the claw is passed through a perforation in the

head «, and 1s secured thereto by upsetting or

ﬂdttenmg the sald end against the Inner rear
face of the head a. |

If desired, the outer or free end of the claw
d can be provided with a longitudinal slot, £,
and enable 1t to be used as a tack-extractor.

It is evident that slight changes in the con-
struetion and relative arrangement of the sev-
eral parts might be resorted to without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention; and
hence I would have 1t understood that I do not

confine myself to the exact construction shown

and described, but consider myself at liberty

| to make such chaun% and alterations as fairly

fall within the Splrlt and scope ot my inven-
tion. -

Harv1i mg fully describe d my invention, what I.

claim as new, and desire to secore by Tetters
Patent, 18—

1. As a new article of manufd(,turﬁ a com-
bined tongs and poker made of a suw*le piece
of metal .:md provided with a carv ed head,
and arms carved throughout a portion ot the1r
lengths and terminating in prongs.

2. The combination w1th&comb1mdspring-
poker and tongs, of a stove-lid lifter secured
to the curved head thereof in any desired
manner.

3. Thecombination, with the combined poker
and tongs, constructed substantially as de-
scribed, of a combined stove-lid lifter and
all
of the above parts combined and adapted to
operate as described. .

In testimony whereot 1 have signed this
specification in the presence of two sub%crlb
mg Wltnesses |

HERMANN ACKERMANN.,

Witnesses:
JoHN . WALKER,
GEO. PERRY,
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